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WASHINGTON (NC) — The president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops has called for ‘‘moral commit-
ment and political will”’ to wipe out world hunger in a statement
for the sixth World Food Day October 16. Bishop James W.
Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, in a statement released
September 16 in Washington, said he hoped that “‘the human
minds that have broken the genetic code, split the atom, and
penetrated space could figure out ways to help hungry people get
access to food, either by growing it or buying."”

* » *

MARAWI CITY, Philippines (NC) — Soldiers and police
have been posted at the Carmelite monastery near Marawi City
after a second attempt to kidnap the nuns living there. Four men
entered the chapel at 5:45 a.m. September 4, interrupting the
nuns’ prayers with the demand that they go with them. Unlike
the first time, the nuns refused. Father David Ditucalan arrived
to celebrate Mass for the nuns at 6 a.m. When the kidnappers
saw him coming, they bolted the doors and windows. Father
Ditucalan heard the nuns’ shouts and ran to the city for help.
The kidnappers finally left, about 30 minutes before the return
of Father Ditucalan and the soldiers.

£ - -

NEW YORK (NC) — A 75-acre former youth camp at Hyde
Park, north of New York City, was dedicated September 14 as a
permanent center for U.S. and Canadian participants in the
Focolare movement. Focolare, an Italian word literally meaning
hearth or fireside, was begun in Italy in 1943 by a young lay
woman, Chiara Lubich, who sought to bring people divided by
the war back together through application of the Gospel to daily
life. The movement is formally known as the Work of Mary.

L] * -

WASHINGTON (NC) — Paulist Father James Young, na-
tionally known for his pioneering ministry of reconciliation
among separated and divorced Catholics, died September 12 at
Georgetown University Hospital in Washington. He was 46. The
cause of Father Young’s death was not immediately known. He
was hospitalized because of a high fever in late August. When he
was working at the Paulist Center in Boston in the early 1970s
Father Young started a self-help group of separated and divorc-
ed Catholics which became a model for nearly 3,000 such groups
across the United States and Canada.

* * *

PRETORIA, South Africa (NC) — The South African
Council of Priests has passed a resolution supporting economic
pressure to end their nation’s system of racial segregation, apar-
theid. The resolution gave formal support to the Southern
African Catholic Bishops' Conference stand of economic
pressure against the government, as outlined in a pastoral letter
issued in May.

- * -

SEOUL, South Korea (NC) — Catholic priests, Protestant
ministers and Buddhist monks joined in a continuing chorus of
dissidents calling for more democracy in South Korea. Their
protests came as the country prepared for the 1986 Asian
Games, scheduled to begin September 20, Some religious leaders
said the government is using the sports event to bolster its
prestige and garner support for what they fermed a dictatorship.

» " *

CHICAGO (NC) — Pornographic materials, especially
those involving children and sexual violence, pose a public
health hazard, U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop said
September 11. Pornography is a ‘‘clear and present danger to

- American public health,”’ Koop told the National Federation of

Catholic Physicians' Guilds, which was holding its 55th annual
meeting in Chicago. ‘‘This material is blatantly anti-human...,"
he said. “‘Its appeal is to a dark and anti-human impulse.”

- - -

CHICAGO (NC) — Best-selling novelist Father Andrew
Greeley announced September 12 that he was starting his own
million-dollar fund for Chicago Catholic schoolchildren after
the Chicago Archdiocese turned the money down. ‘‘I think it's
the first time the church has turned down money,” Father
Greeley told one Chicago newspaper. He said that through his
lawyers he had offered $1 million to the archdiocese last July as
a contribution to a new fund for inner-city Catholic schools
planned by Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago. The ten-
tative initial goal of the archdiocesan fund is $10 million.

- L ] - L]

JAKARTA, Indonesia (NC) — The Catholic Church in In-
donesia has a tough job getting people in the outer provinces to
trust its word, a Catholic official said. Although missionaries
are sensitive about what they promise local people, a history of
abandonment by foreigners has created an atmosphere of
mistrust, said Francis Xavier Darmanto, deputy secretary of the
National Catholic Council of Education. He said because the
church deals more with spiritual matters than with material con-
cerns, some people ‘*have the impression the church is too slow
in developing people here. The main concern of the church here
is to develop a spirit of participation among people,” he said.
“‘People must participate in the whole development process, and
this takes time. So, don’t ask the church to open forests and set
up plantations.””

* . * .

Washington (NC) — Pope John Paul 1l would deliver 39
public addresses and celebrate seven open-air Masses during his
September 1987 trip to the United States, according to a propos-
ed itinerary being circulated among U.S. church officials. The
proposed itinerary for the nine-day trip from Miami to San
Francisco also would have the pope involved in several 14- to
15-hour days, including two days early in the trip where the pope
would be in three cities in the course of each day.

Official

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE — FALL: 1986
October 20 — Holy Cross Parish, GLACE BAY
October 21 — Saint Leo’s Parish, GLACE BAY
October 22 — Holy Family Parish, GLACE BAY
November 5 — Star of the Sea Parish, CANSO
November 6 — Saint Joseph’s Parish, PORT FELIX
November 12 — Saint Joseph's Parish, NEW VICTORIA
November 13 — Saint Anthony Daniel Parish, SYDNEY
November 26 — Saint Ninlan's Cathedrul Parish, ANTIGONISH
December 4 — Saint Joseph's Parish, SYDNEY

Ceremony at Thorburn

St. Ann’s To Honor Parishioner

The parish family of St. Ann's
Church in Thorburn will honor a
prominent and active member of the
parish when they dedicate a special
window in memory of former warden

notes, *‘our parishioners have pledg-
ed $80,000 to the project.’

Work on the exterior of the church
is now complete. A new roof and
st::q':le were erected, The memorial

the one on the

Kenneth Cameron on October 5.

At the 10 a.m. Mass on Sunday,
pastor Rev. Hugh V. MacDonald will
officiate at the liturgy and special
dedication ceremony. In conjunction
with the dedication, a com-
memorative plaque will be erected. It
will read “‘Dedicated to the memory
of Kenneth Cameron in gratitude, a
former warden and generous sup-
porter of St. Ann’s Parish, Thor-
burn. His enthusiasm and support
was a major factor in bringing this
project to reality.”

The project referred to is the recent
restoration and renovation of the
95-year-old structure, The renovation
was part of the parish’s centennial
project (1984) and the parish building
committee, under the chairmanship
of Gerry Rogers, was able to raise the

necessary funds.
“To date,” Father MacDonald

Sydﬁey
Man

Ordained

Paul Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Smith of Sydney, has been
ordained a priest in the Franciscan
order. His family reports this week
that Father Smith has been assigned
to the St. Francis-St. Dominic parish
in Edmonton, where he was ordain-
ed,

Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil,
formerly of the Antigonish Diocese,
ordained Father Smith, 32, and
fellow Franciscan Brian Burns, of
Ottawa, in a ceremony on August 22
in St. Francis-St. Dominic Church.

Archbishop MacNeil administered
the sacrament of ordination and ad-
monished the ordainees, *‘God
himself, your family and all who love
you have shaped your lives, and now
you go into the world to help shape
the lives of others.”

Archbishop MacNeil went on to
say that “‘as God referred to himself
as ‘the good shepherd’, he has been
your model. We don't speak of
power; we speak of service to others.
You are servants of God and thus
you serve the people.”"

Father Smith received his early
education in Sydney. He attended

(Turn to page 2, col.3)

St. Louis
CWL
Meets

Reports at the September meeting
of the St. Louis CWL Council, in
Louisdale, show activities progress-
ing.

Treasurer Jean Marie reported that
donations were made to Mass for
Shut-Ins, the Council's seminarian,
Lester Dean, the Arthritis Society,
and to the Emest and Mary Landry
Fund.

Janice Fougere reported that she
entered a float in the Fall Fair Parade
which was very much appreciated.

Plans were discussed for the
CWL's annual parish Christmas
Bazaar which is scheduled for

November 30. Members were
notified that the Fall Conference will
be held this year in Margaree on Oc-
tober 19, and that a Family Life
weekend is planned for the spring.

_ Presiding at the meeting was Coun-
cil president Rosalie Day. Elaine
Walker read the minutes of the
previous month's meeting and
spiritual convenor Almeda Boudreau
did the spiritual reading.

Following the business meeting
Joan Bona, president of the Rich-
mond County Branch of the Arthritis
Society, showed a film about arthritis
and distributed informative booklets.

church Encade. had at one time been

Phase two of the project calls for
renovation of the interior of the
church.

“*Phase two will begin in the not-

too-distant future,” Father Mao—l

Donald notes,
“"Sunday's ceremony will be a very
special moment for us,” he con-

tinues, *‘Mr. Cameron w1 one of the
most highly liked and respected
citizens of Thorburn and area and
warden for many years. His generous
support of St. Ann's is much ap-
preciated,”

Father MacDonald, who is pastor

(Turn to page 2, col. 1)

boarded up and is now restored.

The

LIBERTY: Choicest gem of the old world,

and fairest Hower of the new,
“‘Second Class Mail Registration No. 0971""

Estoblished 1852

DHCC Meets

VOL. 135, NO. 5, ANTIGONISH, N.5., OCTOBER 1, 1986

Future Plans Disci_zssed

“Planning for the Future' was the
theme when members of the board of
directors of the Diocesan Health
Care Council gathered recently at the
Strait Area Education and Recrea- ™
tion Center in Port Hawkesbury for
their annual board development day.

This year the morning was devoted
to a training session on the skills re-
quired for successful short- and long-
term planning. The workshop, one of
a dozen volunteer training programs
available through the Recreation
Association of Nova Scotia, was con-
ducted by Betty Ann Chennell. Ms.
Chennell led the participants through
the morning session with a series of

plan will be circulated to all board
members prior to month end.

The Diocesan Health Care Council
was established in 1983 with the
financial support of the Diocese of
Antigonish and the C jon o
the Sisters of St. Martha. Its primary
purpose is to ensure that Christian
values are part of the health care
system by fostering increased invalve-

ment by the laity as well as continued

involvement by religious.
Under the. leadership of Bishop
William E. Power, DHCC is to pro-
vide an opportunity for the total
diocese to participate fully in the
health care mission of the Church.

For the past three years the Coun-
cil has been active throughout the
diocese communicating the Church’s
health care mission and assisting
groups develop parish health care
projects,

The Council’s board of directors,
which governs the overall policy and
activities of the Council, is made up
of representatives from across the
diocese drawn from the laity, clergy
and religious congregations.

For more information on DHCC
and its role, contact the Council Of-
fice, Mazareth House, Kings Road,
Sydney, 539-9596.

practical exercises which allowed
board members to set a climate for
planning, use a set of planning action
steps, recognize the need for both
short- and long-term plans and then
make their plan a reality.

In the afternoon board members
met in their standing committees to
formulate committee action plans for
the year ahead. The four committees,
education, institutions, finance and
publicity/public relations, were all
able to develop workable action plans
to aid in the achievement of the
overall goals and objectives establish-
ed by the board. At the conclusion of
the day, each committee submitted a
verbal report of the group’s plan to
the board, written reports of each

Diocesan CWL
Executive

Holds Meeting

The Fall Conference was the main
topic of the Antigonish Diocesan
CWL executive meeting held on
September 21 at St. Peter’s Parish,
Tracadie.

Diocesan president Joan Chiasson
noted that the Conference will be
held on Sunday, October 19, at St.
Michael's Parish, Margaree.

Registration will take place from
9:30 to 10:45 a.m. with a $2 registra-
tion fee. Mass will be at 11 a.m. Din-
ner will be served at noon and the
cost is $7. The Conference workshop
will begin at 1 p.m.

All parish council presidents are
being urged to attend and par-
ticipants are asked to inform the
hostess council, in advance, of the
number that will be attending from
each council.

Paulist Father
Begins Mission

by Dawn Currie

“*The object, the challenge and the
problem we have in life is that we
have to learn to think like God; this is
the God we’re going to live with; we
have no place to go except this life
and this God, and as the scripture in-
structs — ‘‘seek first the kingdom of
God and his justice’ and that is what
we must do,'’ Rev. Thomas R. Mar-
shall, CSP, director of the Paulist
Apostolate, Toronto, told
parishioners at St. Andrew’s on the
opening day Sunday of the week-long
mission for the parish which he is
conducting.

He explained, **The challenge we
are faced with is that we're not born
thinking like God; we're human be-
ings, but as humans we can learn to
appreciate how others think. We
often say, ‘I want to find out where
you're coming -from in order to

understand’, and if we like what
others think, then we can adopt it as
our own. This is what we must do, we
must try to see how God is thinking
and make it our own, If this is not
achieved then we're going to have a
problem — because we are living in
God’s world.”’

He asked, “Did you ever wonder
why only 20 percent of the Jews
believed Christ? They were people
deeply concerned about God, but on-
ly a few believed. It was really
Christ’s enemies that believed, and
they killed Him because they ex-
pected something of God that God
had no intention of doing.”

He pointed out, “Some believe
that troubles and difficulties in life
are sent by God, and this must be ac-
cepted as God’s will. This is rather a
sadistic way of thinking, and the dif-

(Turn to page 2, col. 1)

St, Ninian CWL

Leaders Honored

by Dawn Currie

This past Sunday over 200 people
gathered at St. Ninian's Parish
Center to fete two local residents who
have achieved provincial and na-
tional distinction in the Catholic
Women'’s League of Canada.

Irene Lefort recently elected as na-
tional president and Elizabeth
Chisholm, recently elected provincial

president, and their families were
guests of honour at the banquet
which was sponsored by St. Ninian’s
Council CWL and 5t. Ninian's

members Irene Lefort, second from left, and Elizabet

Parish Council.

Both Mrs. Lefort and Mirs.
Chisholm received engraved silver
trays as tributes to their devoted
work for the Catholic Women’s
League and as recognition of their in-
dividual achievement.

Commending these ladies were
representatives from local govern-
ments and organizations: Deputy
Mayor Kay Chisholm on behalf of
the Town of Antigonish; Warden
Hyland Fraser on behalf of the

(Tulm to page 2, col. 1)

h Chisholm, were honored by

their fellow CWL members and other parishioners at a special banquet held Sundny noon at the parish

center. Plctured with them are St, Ninlan's CWL Council
Frank Morley, of St. Peter's Parish, Ti CcwW

president Shirley MacDougall, left, and Rev.

. (MacLellan photo)
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St. Ann’s

Continued from page 1

of St. Gregory's Church in New
Glasgow, is also responsible for St.
Ann’s which is a mission church. St.
Ann'’s sees to the spiritual needs of 75
families.

The original St. Ann’s Church was
a small building erected in 1884 by
Rev. Daniel MacGregor on the site of
the present cemetery. The pastor's
first place of residence was a modest
room nearby. Two years later the
present glebe house was built.

In 1891, during the pastorate of
Rev. John N. MacLeod, the cor-
nerstone of the present and larger St.

- Koreans Critical

_____________“-‘\ [

Anti-Americanism Growing

by Tracy Early

Maryknoll, N.Y. (NC) — Cardinal
Stephen Kim of Seoul, South Korea,
said in an interview September 13
that anti-Americanism is growing
among young people of South Korea
beecause of a belief that the United
States is working to keep the present
government of President Chun Doo
Hwan in power.

He said that he had no way of

such as Marxism, the greater _pmblcr‘r:
was not “‘ideological contamination
but developing & vreadiness and
ability to trust and discern lh_c \_v-_:)rk-
ing and inspirations of the Spirit at
work in people's movements, basic
Christian communities or whatever
crealive response emerges inour
midst to the needs of the present
world and its suffering.”

Cardinal Kim strongly endorsed

poses. U.S. forces remain iy g
Korea not merely for the Sakemh
South Korea, he said, bui g uc,.;c- of
a “defense wall’* for Japan, Hc“-'
China and the Soviet Unjgy Saig |
North Korea in the same way,
Cardinal Kim said the chure,
growing rapidly in South K“'ta“fn
fast that the church cannot giye é‘[:n
quate pastoral care and spiriiyg) ; e
mation. He said the church i

will continue to need missig
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Dougall, president of St. Ninian's
Parish Council; John Beaton on
behalf of St. Ninian's Knights of Col-
umbus; rector Rev. R.D. Smith on
behalf of St. Ninian’s Parish; Rev.
Frank Morley on behalf of the
diocesan CWL; and Joan Cunn-

gham of Halifax, immediate past
president of the provincial organiza-
tion and Shirley MacDougall, presi-
dent of St. Ninian's Council CWL.

Prior to the dinner at the Parish
Center, CWL members attended the
11 a.m. Mass in number.

31st outside Italy since the beginning
of his pontificate in October 1978.
The previous trips have been to:
—Mexico, Jan. 25-Feb. 1, 1979,
with stopovers of several hours in the
Dominican Republic and the
Bahamas.
—Poland, June 2-10, 1979.
—Ireland and the United States,
Sept. 29-Oct. 29-Oct. 7, 1979, The
U.S. leg of the trip began Oct. 1.
—Turkey, Nov. 28-30, 1979.
—Africa, May 2-12, 1980. The
pope visited Zaire, Congo, Kenya,

Whiland, May 2-12, 1984, with a
stopover of several hours in Fair-
banks, Alaska.

—Switzerland, June 12-17, 1984,

—Canada, Sept. 9-20, 1984,

—Spain, Dominican Republic and
Puerto Rico, Oct. 10-12, 1984,

—Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,
Trinidad and Tobago, Jan. 26-Feb.
6, 1985.

—Belgium, the Netherlands, Lux-
embourg, May 11-21, 1985,

—Togo, Ivory Coast, Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Zaire,

‘Kenya and Morocco, Aug. 8-19,

1985.

inhuman working conditions are
made possible by systematic suppres-
sion: if workers try to organize a
union or attempt to strike, they are
fired, arrested, beaten, imprisoned.”

His text also commented that in-
timidation of workers *‘is often ac-
companied by torture, a fact denied
by governments but well known to
the workers."

Cardinal Kim's add phasiz-
ed the need for greater church in-
volvement in “‘people’s struggles.”
Although order and hierarchy arc
necessary, he said, the church has dif-

was taken hostage in January 1985,
for suggestions regarding his captors,
he recommended scholarships for
vocational training, he said.

Father Jenco's comments came
Sept. 5 at his first news conference
since his release July 26. He was in
New York to visit CRS headquarters
and to meet with the CRS board.

'Father Jenco, asked about his feel-
ings toward his captors, replied,
“There were days 1 loved them and
days 1 did not love them very much.
There were also days perhaps [ hated
them."

another American to Lebanon 1o |
replace him was *‘a wise policy at this |
moment.” He said he had notye |
talked with CRS director Lawrence
Pezzullo or his Servite provincad
about what his own next assignment
might be. |

Father Jenco said that when he met |
with President Reagan and Nang |
Reagan, the first lady’s warm, per- |
sonal manner became a part of lhci
healing process. I

“Mrs. Reagan became my sister|
talking with me,"” he said. *'I cherid |
that.””
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SECTION C PAGE THREE

Marriage Enrichment:

Take Time Alone Together

By Katharine Bird

Marriage enrichment is *‘preven-
tive maintenance for marriage,” said
Jim Steinitz of Collingswood, N.J. It
reminds couples to “‘take time alone
together to focus on qualities in the
relationship rather than on
problems,” said Mickey Steinitz,
Leaders in Worldwide Marriage En-
counter for 10 years, the couple also
served as its coordinators for the
Diocese of Camden, N.J,

When couples are first dating,
Steinitz observed, they ‘*spendalot
of time being together, not doing
anything productive,” just getting to
know each other. But after marriage
Sthere is always something to be
done,'” he said. Couples can forget
how important it is “to block out
time to be alone together.”

Asked what attracted them to
Worldwide Marriage Encounter,
Mrs. Steinitz said they went out of
curiosity after noticing a change in
the relationship of a couple in their
parish. “There was a depth and a
love in their relationship that wasn’t
in other marriages and wasn’t in
ours,”” she added. The couple had a
*noticeable tenderness” that is more
common among newlyweds than in a

_ couple with teen-agers. |

At that first Marriage Encounter
weekend, considerable time was spent
‘on communication. ‘‘For me it was a

chance to tell Mickey about things 1
never told her before,"" Steinitz said.

“He told me he needed me," his
wife added. “In six years of marriage
he never said that and it made all the
difference in the world. It gave me a
confidence in his commitment to

=me."!

The weekend *‘showed us marriage
doesn't have to be dull,” Steinitz
said, The leaders ‘‘gave us a different
view of how marriage can be; they let
us know we have control over our

destiny."

So many couples really are *‘mar-
ried singles, sharing a bed"’ but not
their lives, Mrs. Steinitz said, Mar-
riage Encounter taught *‘us how to
involve each other in our lives.”

“Couples related stories of the ups
and downs in their marriages, of
fighting disillusionment with each
other,” her husband said. It was
reassuring to see that ‘“‘others fight
too over jobs and money."

“We learned that the relationship
is more important than the issues,”
said Mrs. Steinitz. I learned that
Jimmy loves me enough so that I can
rock the boat and he won’t go
screaming out the door, that we can
talk even when we disagree.”

Too often people are not aware
that they need to work at keeping a

Divine-Human Relaﬁonship:

. marriage alive, Mrs. Steinitz said.
They don’t realize that marriage
enrichment *'is a way for people to
achieve the goals set for themselves in
their marriage.'

For three years, the couple has
chaired the Bishop’s Commission on
Marriage Enrict in the Camd
Diocese. This *'is a formal effort by
the diocese to encourage marriage
enrichment in parishes,” Steinitz
said. One commission project is to
sponsor enrichment evenings for
married couples throughout the
diocese.

Mrs. Steinitz explained that a
typical evening includes a discussion
of communication skills and a video
presentation taped at a couples’
retreat. Concentrating on commit-
ment, the video's aim is to “‘give
couples a chance to think about what
their vows mean,’ she said.

The couple explained that their
ding of itment has
deepened over the years. ““At first
commitment was an obligation, a du-
ty,” said Steinitz, “Now I see my
commitment to Mickey ds an oppor-
tunity to minister to her and care for
her."””

under

“Commitment is a day-to-day
thing; how I respond to Jimmy every
day is part of my commitment to
him,*" Mrs. Steinitz added.

God Made a Covenant

By Rev. John Castelot
“*Can a mother forget her infant,
be without tenderness for the child of
her womb? Even should she forget, 1
will never forget you."

The prophet Isaiah put those
words on the lips of the Lord (49:15),
showing that God’s commitment to
his people is an inviolable as the un-
dying commitment of the mother-
child relationship — and providing
insight into the meaning of the very
word ‘“‘commitment.”” By the very
fact that God made them his people,
entered into a covenant with them, he
committed himself to them.

“‘Covenant’’ was, in fact, the more
usual way of expressing the relation-
ship between God and his people.
But a covenant was a legal instru-
ment, & contract, suggesting
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something impersonal, b like.

Many biblical authors sought other
ways of expressing the relationship to
bring out more clearly its intimate,
interpersonal nature. It was a com-
mitment of God to his people and of
the people to their God.

The book of Hosea is a poignantly
personal part of the Bible. In Hosea’s
day, eighth century B.C., the people
of the northern kingdom of Israel
had hit bottom in their commitment
to God. But while Hosea could not
condone the people's infidelity, he
loved them.

His approach was to plead with
them in the tenderest of terms. In
Chapter 11 Hosea portrays God
boldly as a wronged father wrestling
with conflicting emotions. His
children deserve the most severe
punishment and he decides to bring it
upon them. But in the next breath he
voices his reluctance, It is a most
moving passage.

In the opening lines God
reminisces about the exodus from
Egypty and the desert sojourn when
Israel lived close to nature and close

to him: ““When Isracl was a child I
loved him; out of Egypt I called my
son. The more I called them, the far-
ther they went from me. . . Yet it was
I who taught Ephraim to walk, who
took them in my arms; I drew them
with human cords, with bands of
love; 1 fostered them like one who
raises an infant to his cheeks; yet
though I stooped to feed my child,
they did not know that I was their
healer™ (11:1-4).

An even bolder image for the
divine-human relationship grew out
of Hosea’s reflection on his unhappy
marital experience. After bearing him
three children, his wife deserted him
and took employment as a prostitute
at a shrine dedicated to the fertility
gods.

But so compelling was Hosea's
commitment and love to her that he
went and bought her back from her
employers, and brought her back
home. He saw all this as a depiction
of the relationship between God and
his people. In fact, Hosea, portrayed
God as a loving husband with these
sublime lines:

w

“So I will woo her; I will lead her
into the desert and speak to her heart.
. . I will espouse you to me forever; 1
will espouse you in right and in
justice, in love and in mercy; 1 will
espouse you in fidelity, and you shall
know the Lord" (2:16, 21-22).

'a‘f_“' - - -

Marriage Environment:

s, s

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER helps couples to learn *“‘to block out time to be alone together.”” This mar-
ringe enrichment Is a way for people to achieve goals set for themselves in their marriage.
g ¥
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Each Partner Grows, Flourishes

By Theodore Hengesbach

Marriage for me is an environment
for intimate friendship which enables
each partner to flourish and grow.
But like a garden that needs watering
and fertilizing so that seeds can
flower, a marriage needs care and at-
tention  to keep a couple's relation-
ship growing.

An important part of marriage
enrichment for couples is having fun
together, taking time to re<create the
sweetness and zest they once found in
each other. IT couples can't enjoy
each other, relating to each other can
become one more monotonous thing
they have to do.

But in the whirlwind of job respon-
sibilities and pressures, family and
social obligations, couples need to
find ways to have fun together that
fit easily into their lives. If having fun
takes lots of planning, time, energy
and money, most people won’t
bother or will put it off until their an-
nual vacation.

Here is a list of what I call
“shoestring adventures' for couples
— “shoestring " because they take lit-
tle or no extra time, planning or
money; “‘adventures’’ because they
lead to the unexpected.

Let’s begin with a couple of *‘two-
fers:"" combining something we have
to do with something fun — like
shopping for a trash barrel. Follow-
ing a hand-lettered sign led my wife
and me down tree-lined back country
roads to Fred, the barrel man. Along
with the barrel, we got a charming lit-
tle conversation with Fred about his
apple and pear trees.

Another “‘two-fer’” was dropping

our daughter off at her summer job
and driving a few extra miles to a
park where we took a short walk
before returning home.

Often on long trips we leave the in-
terstate highway and follow a parallel
highway for 25 miles. We get to our
destination a little later but more
refreshed and often with something
interesting to remember and discuss,
like the homemade candy shop in the
out-of-the-way village where we took
a break.

My wife and I also like to take full
advantage of tax-supported services
and facilities. National parks and
state parks provide outstanding
scenery, walking trails and free
naturalist programs. Recently we went
on a two-hour canoe trip at a state
park 15 miles from our home.

A couple might volunteer their ser-
vices together at their church or take
a short continuing-education course
together. You learn a new skill, meet
new people and perhaps find out
something you didn't know about
your partner.

Another suggestion: Draw a
30-mile radius on a map of your local

area and divide it into quarters. Then
plan to take a leisurely drive together
through each of the four areas every
other week. It’s amazing what you
will find so close to home: pretty
streams, the ever present garage sale,
churches to visit.

Onee such a trip you might want to
try a *‘potluck picnic.’’ Bring along
an empty cooler and collect food as
you go, from country stands or tiny
grocery stores.

Several years ago when our aged
car died we vacationed right in our
own city. With guide book in hand,
we toured a beautiful old federal
courtroom we didn't know existed,
took a bus ride from one end of the
line to the other and attended a jury
trial.

Having fun together can enrich
marriage by providing couples a.
chance to tighten their bond of
friendship in easy, relaxed settings. It
helps them to create a marital en-
vironment that can be a continuing
source of strength, With a shared set
of happy memories, couples may find
themselves more willing to put forth
the extra effort needed to overcome
problems.

Happy Marriage

“‘How to Have a Happy Marriage"
by David and Vera Mace. “"Any cou-,
ple who want to have a happy, loving
relationship now have at their
disposal considerable resources that
just didn't exist before; moreover, if
they will devote time, effort and
perseverance to the task, they can
move a long way'’ toward achieving
their goal, the authors write. But
“growth in marriage means change
and change means work, sometimes
quite hard work."” Their book

outlines a six-week plan to help
couples improve their relationship,
based on the authors’ 44 years of
marriage and their extensive ex-
perience in counseling couples. The
plan is based on what they call the
“‘three essentials for a happy mar-
riage’’: a commitment to growth,
with both partners agreeing to
cooperate: an effective communica-
tion system and the necessary skills to

use it;.the ability to accept conflict

positively and to resolve it creatively.

Marriage ltself Must Be Enriched

By Neil Parent
Marriage is meant to transform spouses,
to help them become more mature, caring
and loving persons. But it doesn't happen
automatically, For marriage to enrich
spouses, marriage itself has to be enriched.

What it takes for each couple to keep
their marriage fresh is somewhat specializ-
ed. No two marriages are alike. Each in-
volves a unique set of personalities,
preferences and lifestyles. Some marriages
are highly influenced by ethnic and eultural

‘backgrounds; others less so. There are

variations in age, health, family size, in-
come and religious backgrounds.

Still, there are some things that most
ples can hasize to enhance their

marriage.

In practically every survey taken, com-
munication between spouses tops the list of

what is considered important for a good
marriage.

Communication, of course, is more than
a transfer of information. It is an all-
important means by which a couple
becomes one entity, the two-in-one-flesh
Jesus spoke about,

Literally, to communicate is “'to make
common, to share."” Communication bet-
ween spouses involves a deepening
knowledge and understanding of the other.,

Marriage is much like a stream. Its very
essence is change. No matter how good its
beginning may have been, no matter how
satisfying its present state, a marriage must
continue to change and grow if it is to re-
main fresh and meaningful.

Recognizing the critical role of com-
munication in marriage, movements such as

Marriage Encounter aim to help spouses
communicate more effectively. But even
without the benefit of such experiences,
couples can enhance their c
by simply focusing more attention on get-
ting to know each other better.

ication

That means taking some quality time to
be alone to talk non-judgmentally about
their relationship, from such simple con-
cerns as vacation preferences to the more
sensitive matters of the bedroom.

For Catholics, an important area of com-
munication and sharing is that of the
spiritual. Christian marriage is not only a
shared experience of life; it is also a vital
means by which spouses, individually and
together, can grow closer to God.

For the married Christian, God often is
discovered in the e¢bb and flow of daily
family living. As the marriage unfolds and

deepens, so does the couple’s knowledge
and love of God.

Doesn't that mean that sharing thoughts
and feelings about life’s meaning and pur-
pose and the call to be a disciple of Jesus
can bond spouses closer together? Praying
together for each other . . . worshipping
together . . . and working side by side to
help others in need add meaning to a cou-
ple’s relationship.

Discovering more fully the spiritual side
of one’s spouse means discovering perhaps
the most meaningful dimension of his or
ler personality. This can enrich a marriage.

Many couples enhance the spiritual side
of their relationship by participating
together in retreats, parish renewal groups,
faith sharing groups and the Christian
Family Movement. Whatever the means,
their goal is to enhance their marriage while

growing in faith.

The renowned psychologist Erik Erikson
noted that a major task of adult life is
generativity — moving beyond one's own
needs and interests to contribute to the well-
being of others.

Couples who work together to help
others or to better the community often ex-
pand their own horizons, adding interest
and meaning to their life together.

Some serve as foster parents; others help
with a shelter for the homeless; others assist
with food programs. The possibilities are
endless as are the needs.

Keeping a marriage fresh and enriched is
a continuing challenge for couples. It war-
rants their best communication, their
deepest spiritual commitment and their
most generous outreach.,
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“The family is the first and basic human
community. It is a sphere of life, it is a
sphere of love. The life of every society, na-
tion, and state depends on the family, on
whether the family is a true sphere of life
and love in their midst. Much has to be
done; indeed, everything possible has to be
done, to give the family those means that it
needs: means for employment, means for
housing, means to support itself, care for
life which has been conceived, social respect
for fatherhood and motherhood, the joy
given by children born into the world, the
full right to education and at the same time
the various types of help needed for educa-
tion . . . Here is a vast and rich program on
which depends the future of the individual
and of the nation." It is God who has join-
ed man and woman in the community of
marriage. “‘From the point of view of our
faith, marriage is a sacrament of Jesus
Christ. Love and conjugal fidelity are
understood and sustained by the love and
fidelity of God in Jesus Christ. The power

“The healthy family has a shared
religious core’’ was the finding of one study
regarding the family. It seems that a shared
religious core is more important than our
culture likes to assume.

This combination of family, faith and.
culture can be a strong force within the life”
of a family. This week our Jewish com-
munity is celebrating Rosh Hashanah. It is
the celebration of the New Year 5747.
Among the varicty of meanings which the
Jewish community assigns to Rosh
Hashanah is “‘the birthday of the universe”’
— the anniversary of creation.

Rosh Hashanah begins the period of the

A Reminder

Liturgy for the Laity

of His cross and of His resurrection sustains
and sanctifies Christian spouses."

“Because the creator wills that life should
take its origin from the love of a man and a
woman joined in a covenant of sharing in
marriage, and because Christ clevated this
union of_spouses to the dignity of a sacra-
ment, we must look at the family, at its
nature and mission, in the bright light of
our Christian faith. With legitimate pride
one can state that whatever the Church
teaches today on marriage and the family, it
has been her constant teaching in fidelity to
Christ. The Catholic Church has consistent-
Jy taught — and 1 repeat here with the con-
viction that springs from my office as chiel
pastor and teacher — that marriage was
established by God, that marriage is a cove-
nant of love between one man and one
woman; that the bond uniting husband and
wife is by God's will indissoluble; that mar-
riage between Christians is a sacrament
symbolizing the union of Christ and His
Church; and that marriage must be open to
the transmission of human life.

“The family can provide an effective
response to the secularization of the world;
the family has a special charism for
transmitting the faith and for assisting in

“Family Alive

developing an initial evangelization. Within

the intimacy of the family every individual

can find an opportunity to give personal
witness to the love of Christ. Parents have
the right and duty to catechize their
children; they have the immense privilege of
being the first ones to teach their children to
pray. In the words of my predecessor, John
Paul 1, I would like to ‘encourage parents in
their role as educators of their children —
the first catechisis and the best ones, What
a great task and challenge they have to
teach their children love of God, to make it
something real for them.”' The generous
love of parents reflects the sacrificial love of
Jesus for us all. “‘Parents and children build
up a community of love and understanding,
where the joys and sorrows of life are
shared, where the convictions of the faith
are passed on, and above all where praise is
given to God in humble prayer.""

“Catechesis is in the family: in the first
years of the child’s life, the basis and foun-
dation of the child’s future are laid. For this
reason, parents must understand the impor-
tance of their task in this regard., By virtue
of the sacraments of baptism and marriage
they are the first catechists of their children:
to educate, in fact, is to continue the act of

generation. In this age God passes among

“Yomin Noraim” — the Solemn Days. It is
a time in which the sense of faith and family
blend. For it is a time for adults and parents
to renew their loyalties to the faith of their
forefathers in order to make it the faith of
their own sons and daughters.

Rosh Hashanah marks one of the two
most sacred days in the Jewish faith in a
ten-day period of Penitence. Yom Kipur is
the Day of Atonement. During this period
God looks into the hearts of people and ex-
amines not only their deeds but their
motives as well.

The most important symbol of the Rash
Hashanah observances is the ‘Shofar’, or

Still a Pilgrim Church

by Rev. J.H. Gillis

Augustus Cardinal Mayer was for several
years y of the Congregation for
Religious and Secular Institutes. He is now
head of the Congregation for Divine Wor-
ship. (On two occasions, “‘A Reminder""
centered on him.) A year ago he gave an in-
terview to the then Editor of The Catholic
Register. As 1 feel our readers would ap-
‘preciate reading what he said, I quote
directly from the October 12, 1985 issue of
that Catholic newspaper.

*“We are still a pilgrim Church; even if we
have some dust on our vestments. The
media take a joy in criticizing our Church,
and certain theologians even become angry
about the Church, while calling themselves
infallible, They make demands on the
Church — to do away with celibacy, to ad-
mit to the sacraments divorced persons who
remarry, to admit practising homosexuals.
If the Church were to give in to all this, it
would no longer be the Catholic Church.

Those religious Orders which have open-
ed themselves to these ideas are not happy
and do not attract vocations, whereas those
contemplative communities which have
preserved the Catholic identity are joyful
and growing in numbers.

“] am .encouraged by the ‘sensus
fidelium,” (the sense of the faithful), and
the sense of reverence which continues to be
found among ordinary people, especially in
their love for the liturgy. When they are
denied this expression in the Church, they
suffer, and 1 suffer for them. Liturgy is an
affair of the heart. If the liturgy is not done
well, it is like an operation on the heart —
something very serious, not like an opera-
tion on the hand or the foot, which you can
survive if it is botched, but serious to the
life of the Church.

“When the changes were made in the
matter of the New Mass, it could have been
done better. [ would say now that it needed

today is only on the Mass as Supper, and it
is not sufficiently oriented to Sacrifice and
Grace. The Tridentine Mass brought out
the other aspects more fully. Perhaps there
were instances where the Tridentine Mass
was overdone — too many genuflections,
for example — but now you frequently find
genuflections omitted altogether.

1 was never intended by the Council to
do away with Latin altogether. The Council
documents say that Latin is to be protected,
especially the Latin hymns. The Council
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‘Shared Religious Core’

by Rev. Tom MacNeil

ram's homn, which is sounded during wor-
ship on the New Year and each of the ten
days of penitence. In ancient times, the
‘shofar’ was an instrument of communica-
tion. In the hills of Judaea it was possible to
reach the entire country in a matter of
moments with shofar calls from a row of
mountain peaks. In the Rosh Hashanah
service, the shofar is the call to worship. It
calls upon the faithful to repent, to return
to God with humble and contrite spirit and
to distinguish between the trivial and the
important in life, so that the next 12 months
may be richer in service to God and others.

The celebration of these Solemn Days is
related to the family inasmuch as a Jewish

Movie

Revie

New York (NC) — In *‘90 Days"
(Cinecom), a young Canadian must decide
within three months whether to marry the

Korean girl who has arrived via a mail-
order service. The Korean, a traditional and

Fathers did not want to secularize the Mass.
They wanted better understanding and par-
ticipation, and for this the vernacular was
helpful, but that is all.

“The language of the Church is
something which must be set apart, just as
in every language there may be high and low
languages. There also has to be a certain
beauty of expression. So, if we are going to
use the vernacular, we have to keep the
signs of reverence in it. And this applies to
our whole way of conducting ourselves,
how we dress, how to walk up to commu-
nion, how we behave! After all, we are not
animals, we are humans, and our reverence
is what makes us human. An interiorization
of the liturgy must accompany active par-
ticipation, the shaking of hands, and so on.,
True participation is in the heart. The trend
today is to make the Mass an entertain-
ment.

“The disappearance of Adoration (as in
Benediction, Forty Hours, all-night vigils)
is to be deplored. Yet a certain movement

us particularly ‘through the mediation of
the family.""" As a miniature of the Church,
the family is called to be a school of our
faith and a place of prayer in common.
Prayer in the home brings strength to meet
and conquer difficultics and problems.
“Your homes should always remain homes
of prayer . . . May 1 express a wish: that
every home may remain, or may begin
again to be, a home of daily family
prayer.”

The family is “‘the first place for the
Christian apostolate of the laity and of the
common priesthood of all the baptized.
Such marriages and families, imbued with
the Christian spirit, are also the real
seminarics, that is, seedbeds for spiritual
vocations for the priestly and religious
state.” “What greater blessing could come
to a family than to sce their efforts in living
the gospel crowned with success by having
one of their own called a life's service of
preaching and teaching the Good News"" as
a priest or a religious?”

“‘In a Christian community, everyone has
a responsibility for families. Programs that
focus on the family and on the dignity of
marriage are of great importance: programs
to prepare those who are getting married,

and programs for those who dre ajregy
married. In regard to their children, pagey,
have an irreplaceable role 1o play, nog oy,
as the first educators in the faith ang .
models of virtue, but also as examples
faithful conjugal love. Sincere respeg |y
life and human dignity, unselfish chagy
and the sense of duty and justice, rogy
firmly in the gospel, come TTom & fin
where wholesome relations between parey
and children prevail, and whete eqy

member of the family tries 1o be aservangy
cach other. A family where prayer, lo,
ing support, and formation in the Taith F
of constant concern will bring upaiy
benefits not only to the members of 1,
family themselves, but also to the Chur

“To all of you Chris;

and to society." i
spouses — spouses and parents — 1 aff,
this invitation: walk with Christ! It i5
who reveals to you the dignity of the ¢oy

nant you have made; it is He, Jesus Chri\‘:

who can accomplish in you immeasurapj,
more than you can ask or imagine,"”

(Quotes in this article are [rom Pop,
John Paul 11}

(Excerpts from NATIONAL BULLETIN
ON LITURGY, (No. 93, and 1984) cqpy.
right Concacan Inc., 1981 and 1983,
Reproduced with permission of the Cangy.
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops.)
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person prays for himself, he is also remind-
ed that his life, no matter how successful or
satisfying, cannot be complete until he
seeks to provide for the training of his
children who will carry on the tradition that
he received from his family.

It is also a time and celebration in which
the Jewish community looks not only at
itself. One rabbi said of Rosh Hashanah
that . . . “It is a period when the Jewish
person is called up to consider his conduct
in relation to the dutics he owes his Maker
and above all in relation to his fellow men.
The solemn season is meant to make us
think of ourselves as members of a society
considered as an entity with a corporate be-

scrupulous young woman, cannot unders-
tand why her young man is so unsure. She
spends most of her time indoors in quiet
and submissive expection of his formal pro-
posal.

Worked into this simple romance is a
running gag concerning a best friend who is
invited to provide his sperm for artificial in-

.semination. The business aspect is taken for

granted. There's some lighthearted confu-
sion and apprehension resulting from male
egocentricities. g

Essentially, the film is about the difficul-
ty these two men have coming o terms with
WO ing i of ¢ rary
womanhood. There’s a bit of harsh
language in a comedy whose texture is
basically vain and vapid and whose moral
outlook demonstrates that there can be
commitment and happiness without
premarital sex. However, the film subtly
points up the fact that men need sensitivity -
training. The U.S. Catholic Conference
classification is A-111 — adults. There is no
Motion Picture Association of America
rating.

“One Crazy Summer'" (Warners) is so
thoroughly an absurd comedy that it
becomes intellectually offensive. The
tiresome youth-oriented tale centers around
the efforts of a group of insecure, graceless
high school grads who goon their way

of the Spirit is bri it back b
young people demand it. In one week, an
American cardinal and a Polish bishop told
me the young are hungry‘for Adoration.
The Holy Spirit works through the heart,
Even in Holland, the Provincial of a certain
Order told me the young novices were ask-
ing to have their kneelers restored, instead
of just sitting in a circle on the floor during

Mass.

i At

hrough a summer on N ket Island and
foil the attempt of a rotten rich kid and his
demented dad from developing part of the
land into a massive commercial apartment
complex.

John Cusack and Demi Moore are the
uninspired principals who give each other
some support during the inconsequential
undertakings.

awhat is needed is a deep
of the mystery of the Church, The People
of God comprises the whole of the Chureh,
but it was never intended that the term
‘People of God* should be the exclusive ter-
minology of the Church. When people say
‘Jesus, yes; Church, no,’ they do not
understand what they are saying. St. Paul
answered this when he said that the body is
the temple of the Lord. It is impossible to
have a head without a body.”

E inlly, the g win a boat race
and save Demi'’s house from foreclosure
There is extensive bathroom humor, son-;c
hostile and profane gestures, a linge of
vulgar language and other unremarkable
pranks and verbal nonsense, 1t’s the kind of
moyvie that makes sense if you're drunk or
high.

This kind of gunk humor erodes the digni-
ty of American teen-agers. 1t tends (o foster

e e R
parental guidanee suggested-

ing and purpose.”

The Jewish people in our communities
have a long history of supporting our com-
munities. They have been community-
minded and have given their self and sup-
port not only to community needs bur also
to individuals who have been in need. Many
of their private acts of charity are unknown
except to the recipient. Their private

favours remain the personal gratitude of |

those who appreciated such kindness.

We join, with a sense of joy, thanksgiv-
ing and celebration, our Jewish com:
munities in wishing them a Happy New
Ycar 5747.

goof-ball behavior in pre-teens and even
young adults. Like non-nutritious junk
food, continued intake is damaging to one
mental and physical well-being. The U.S.
Catholic Conference classification is A-lll
— adults. The Motion Picture Associatiof

of America rating is PG — parentdl |

guidance suggested.

o
“A Man and a Woman: 20 Years Laler™ |

(Warner Bros.) is the sequel to a romantic
French film warmly received by Americat
moviegoers in 1966. Starring Anouk Aines
as a sript girl and Jean-Louis Trintignan!
as a race-car driver, the original film ended
with the couple appearing to find true 0¥
together.

No such romantic illusions mark the & I
quel, which explains that this charmiis
couple broke up right after the first moM
¢nded and haven’t seen one another for 2
years. Ms. Aimee, now a movie e
ducer, is desperate for a successful film site
ject and seeks out Trintignant, now a €&
sultant for an automobile firm, 10 &€t I
permission to turn their one-time affairi?’
a movie musical,

The movie, of course, doesn't work
the hard-cdged 19805 and she soon 1011
making a film based on a sensati”
murder case that is front-pase "w.f'
Research during the course of the prod*
tion leads to the solution to the crilé:

Written and directed by Claude Lf“",'cr:;
the problem with the sequel is ! L 3
about moviemaking rather than abod! ‘mﬂ
ple. There is some clever prcsenuiti(‘“ "E:,#
imitating reality and vice verst 5
characters are simply mannequins follo®!
a seript.

In fact, there is very little that s 1““,‘::,',
about Trintignant, who has taken U7 i
young girl who almost geis them bOR
in the middle of an African d¢ ';ﬂl
Aimee's nervousness as a producer <
ly off-putting. By movie's end “bw
one is no longer interested in whe'
couple has any kind of futnee:

L e alll
Because of the film's pernissive *

about sexual affairs, the flm s!.}';
classified A~ — udults — BY M0
Catholic Conference, The Motio! gal?
Assoclation of America rating
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Political Party Draws
Mixed Pro-Life Response

By Mike Mastromatteo

Toronto (NC)=Promoters of a pro-
posed Christian-oriented political
party seekins support from Canada's
Campaign Life drew a mixed
response from top officials of the
pro-life group.

William  Mullally, a longtime
member of Campaign Life involved
in forming the party, said he thinks
the plan would appeal to Canadians
disillusioned with the country’s three
major political groups.

Campaign Life president Jim
Hughes said he would help discus-
sions of the proposal and would sup-
port candidates fielded by such a par-

1y,

But Campaign Life’s legal adviser
suggested that pro-life supporters
should continue to work within the
existing parties.

Supporters of the proposed new
party, which has yet to be named,
said they will scek the national Cam-
paign Life support at the pro-life
organization's meeting in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, this October.

The 40,000-member Campaign
Life is one of Canada’s most influen-
tial pro-life groups.

Mullally, a member of the new par-
ty formation committee and a
longtime member of Campaign Life,
said a Christian-oriented party would
appeal to “‘disenfranchised” Cana-
dians.

“*My belief is that the established
parties are bankrupt,”” Mullally said.
*“There are people in all three parties
who are wishy-washy about the issues
of life.””

Mullally said he was optimistic that

Personal example helps

with Campaign Life support, the new
party could join with other regional
Christian-oriented parties to offer
voters an alternative platform.

My vision is that some day there
will be significant movements located
across the country and there might
very well be a coalition of interest
groups that will do what the
established parties are simply failing
to do, or are refusing to do, or don't
have the will to do,’” he said.

Gwen Landolt, legal adviser to
Campaign Life, said Canadian
history and political tradition in-
dicate that voters generally do not
support new parties.

“ think the much stronger posi-
tion is to work from within the ex-
isting structures and to try to support
candidates who are pro-life and pro-
family,”" said Ms. Landolt. )
pro-life and pro-family,"” said Ms.
Landolt. _

Establishing a national pro-life,
party also might overtax the pro-life
movement, she said.

My heart is with the organizers of
the new party, but 1 still believe it will
be a waste of time,’" she said. “It's
too much for them to uﬂ:e on and the
coumry isn't ready for it.”

ghes, Campaign Life president,
sand- "My position at the moment is
one of facilitator who brings pcoplc
together to discuss it (the party)."”

“I would certainly support any
candidate that they run who is in
favor of protecung the unborn, and
my feeling is that Campaign Life
Canada would support every one of
their candidates.”

REV. JOHN ALLAN LOI-‘TUS SJ

Named
Southdown

Director

Rev. John Allan Loftus, SI,
Ph.D., has been appointed executive
director of Southdown, effective
MNovember 1. Southdown is a residen-
tial treatment center serving clergy
and religious, located north of
Toronto, Ontario. Fr. Loftus suc-
ceeds Rev, Canice Connors, OFM
Conv., Ph.D., who has held the posi-
tion for the past seven years.

Fr. Loftus is a member of the

Maryland Province, Socicty of Jesus,
in the United States, For over 10
years he has worked almost exclusive-
Iy with clergy and religious, both as a
psychologist and educator. Fr. Lof-
s holds an M.A. degree in
philosophy from Fordham Universi-
ty, an M. Div. degree from
Woodstock College, New York City,
and a doctoral degree in the
psychology of religion from Boston
University, He is currently licensed
for independent practice as a
psychologist in Massachusetts, and
plans to seek similar accreditation in
Ontario.

As an educator, in addition to con-
ducting many lectures and workshops
for clergy and religious, Fr. Loftus
has taught both at Loyola College in
Baltimore, and at Boston College. He
served briefly as review editor for lhe
journal, **Human Devel

B ishops Seek

Prisoner Release

by John Thavis

Vatlean City (NC) — Poland's
bishops have urged the government
to release all political prisoners and
stop discriminating against those
already freed.

The bishops® appeal was aimed at
the communist government’s amnes-
ty policy, adopted in July. Under the
policy, prisoners are required to sign
statements in which they promise not

and has authored several articles on

topics relating to both psychology

and spirituality. Fot the past several
years he has been associated with the
House of Affirmation, Inc., in the
Boston area, as the coordinator of
clinical
psychotherapist.

In making the announcement,
Southdown chairman J. Mark
O’Regan also expressed the board's
appreciation and gratitude to Fr.
Connors. Fr. Connors, who joined
Southdown as executive director in
1979, has recently been named rector
of the Conventual Franciscan
seminary near Albany, New York,

Fr. Loftus assumes the leadership
of Southdown as it completes its 20th
yeart” of service to clergy and men
and women religious throughout

services and full-time.

to engage in opposition activity.
Breaking the agreement would *sub-
ject them to re-arrest.

The bishops said the government
should respect Poland's constitution,
which forbids discrimination on the
basis of individuals’ “beliefs, opi-
nions or ideologies.” They said the
prisoners, once freed, should enjoy
“*social and juridical solutions that
are nof the source of political
discrimination.”

The current government policy, the
bishops said, risks causing an “‘im-
povcr:shment of public ]Ife". The

1 was 8
after a two-day meeting of ‘the Polish
bishops’ conference in the southern
industrial city of Tarnow. -Vatican
Radio quoted from the statement the
same day.

The Pollsh government said

North America. The r ial pro-
gram specializes in holistic care for
the emotional, spiritual and phys1ca]
needs of men and

that 103 political
prisoners took advantage of the
amnesly pollcy, which expired

to full-time ministry,

15. Another 164 opposi-
non activists, the government said,

turned themselves in to authorilies to
obtain the benefits of the policy.

The government has established
that there are about 85 such prisoners
still in detention, but other sources
say the figure may be closer to 250,
The government also said it is in-
vestigating more than 100 new cases
of “‘crimes against the state™.

The bishops have expressed their
‘“‘regret’” over the abandonment of
plans for a church-sponsored fund to
help Poland's private farmers. But
they said they hoped the.initiative
might be explored again.

On September 3 the bishops an-
nounced they were forced to give up
the plan because of government in-
sistence on control over the fund.

At the meeting in Tarnow, the
bishops also authorized the secretary
of the bishops' conference to begin
talks with government leaders regar-
ding a possible papal trip to Poland
next year. Polish church sources have
said Pope John Paul II is expected to
make his third visit as pope to his
homeland during a national
eucharistic congress next summer.

The government said it has no ob-
jection to the proposed trip. Some
church sources, however, have said
authorities may oppose including
Gdansk in the papal itinerary. Gdan-
sk, a Baltic shipping center, was the
birthplace of the now-outlawed trade
union Solidarity.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY

flght secularism youth

g by Ihor
,ﬁ 1 Osakiwsky

by Ihor Osakiwsky

Young people can be helped to
overcome the daily influencing
pressures of secularism in their lives
by witnessing other people's ge-
nuineness, truthfulness and caring,
says a young Sister involved in
catechetical work.

Sister Zoe Bernatsky, a Sister Ser-
vant of Mary Immaculate, believes
that children and teenagers are really
longing for the truth, for people 1o
listen to them, to love them, to accept
them as they are, and to help them
ETOW.

“I think that is one basic approach
(in combating secularism), and that is
to be true and caring,”” she said.

One must be true in knowing how
much one needs Jesus Christ and how
important Christ is in one's life,
Sister Bernatsky explained. By
transmitting that fundamental truth
to young people, one can help them
realize that Christ can also be of help
to them in their own struggles, too.

Showing films, giving talks or con-
ducting activities are only secondary
approaches to getting the Good News
across to youth, she added.

Closed hearts

What's most discouraging about
society’s creeping sec.arism, Sister
Bernatsky said, is seeing people who
have hardened themselves and who
don’t realize that they need Jesus
Christ, that they need the Church,
and that they need to grow.

“If the doors are closed, locked
and bolted, there is no way in, and
there is no way to help them,"" she
said.

“It's almost like Christ looking
over a city and weeping. He wants to
help those people but they have clos-
ed their hearts, and they are hurting
themselves, They are wounded. They
need to be healed.”

Stationed in the Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy (diocese) of New
Westminster, B.C., Sister Bernatsky
has been carrying out her catechetical
apostolate there among the
Byzantine-Ukrainian Rite Catholics
since August 1985,

Before coming to British Colum-
bia, she spent one-and-a-half years in
the Eparchy of Saskatoon in Saska-
toon, Saskatchewan.

The work of the Sisters Servants in
the eparchies of New Westminster
and Saskatoon is supported by
substantial grants from the Catholic
Church Extension Society of
Canada.

The Religious Education Center in
New Westminster, B.C., received
$22,000 in aid this year, while the Of-
fice of Religious Education in Saska-
toon, Sask., was allocated $20,000.

Programs possible

Church Extension aid has been
“very important'’, Sister Bernatsky
said. *‘It has been one of the basic
ways in which we are funded and are
able to do as much work as we do.”

Without such financial support
from the Extension Society the scope
of the Sisters" apostolate would be
curtailed, especially in British Colum-
bia where travelling costs are high.

The many benefactors who donate
to Church Extension and make finan-

- cial assistance possible are “'very

much a part of our work," Sister
Bernatsky said. Their sending of their
love, prayers and blessings is also
“yery important."’ .

“] sometimes wish they could
maybe come with us to meet a family
who is so appreciative of a visit from
the Sisters, or of the information ses-
sions that we give,"" Sister Bernatsky
said.

Born and raised in Regina, Sask.,
Sister Bernatsky, 25, is the second
oldest of seven children.

A registered nurse, she entered the
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate,
a community of Ukrainian Catholic
Sisters, in August 1981.

A PRAYER
INTENTION
Please pray
for the
Holy Father’s
return to

Serving Canada’s Home Missions Since 1908 m———

MEETING PEOPLE — A registered nurse, Sister Zoe Bernatsky, is in-
volved in catechetical work in the New Westminster Eparchy.
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Inuit live better,

Advertisement

face new problems

There has been a big improvement
in the living standard of the Inuit
people of northern Quebec, says a
missionary priest who has lived in the
area for the last 31 years.

But this improvement has brought
with it both advantages and dlsad-

says the | i
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

Father Jules Dion, who came to
Canada in 1955 and at 27 found
himself in the North, said in an inter-
view that the Inuit are doing very well
materially when compared to what
their life was like when he first arriv-
ed.

The people he ministers to now
have electricity and access to
telephones, radio, television,
videocassette players, and to many
other consumer goods.

““Until 1960, they were still living
in snow houses, and tents during the
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“Dear Father Knight:
To help Home Missions, I am pleased to enclose my

building and maintaining chapels
most urgent needs

catechetical programs

support of missionaries
education of priests

ministries program
information on Church Extension
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RO snnies o COE ey

A receipt will be sent for tax deductions.
Cardinal Emmett Carter, Chancellor

\‘ Father John Knight, President

__Fort Slmpson.

Catholics in the ¢

SHARED FACILITIES — Some
near Hearst, Ontario, meet with Father John S, Knight, top right, president of the Catholic Church Exten-
sion Society of Canada, Since there is no Catholic church on the Indian reserve, the social gathering took
place in the hall of the local Anglican church which is used for Catholic worship and other events. With
about 30 Catholic families on the predominantly Anglican reserve, the Catholic faithful have not had
regular religious services in the past because of a shortage of priests in the region. Living in poverty, the
residents find it difficult to collect enough money from among themselves to pay for the hall they rent for
their liturgical services. With a $1,500 grant in 1986 from the Catholic Church thenslon Smcil'l}. n lornl
missionary priest has worked the community into his already-tight scl
celebrating Mass every wuuld Sunday and providing an urgently needed pastoral program. Some }Dung
ity, for example, have not yet received the Sacrament of Confirmation even
though some are ready for marriage.
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,"" Father Dion said. “They
did not have any permanent homes.""

Although the people continue to
move into tents during the summer
months, they do so only because they
find their homes too hot at that time
of year, he said. Tents are also more
convenient when hunting or fishing.
Western culture

Another major development in the
Inuit peoples’ lives has been the inva-
sion of Western culture through the
local schools, media, and the goods
they can now buy.

“It has been a big shock for them
because in 25 years, they have come
from the stone age to the atomic age,
and that's a tremendous change,"
Father Dion said.

With their nomadic lifestyle gone,
the population now lives in villages
and is not spread out along the coast
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NORTHERN QUEBI.".C As an Oblate

as once was the case.

Village life has created its own pro-
blems too, Father Dion said, as peo-
ple in that part of the world were not
in the habit of living together in big
groups.

Unfortunately, the change in life-
style has been made too quick, he
said.

Although the people know who
they are, the attraction of Western
culture is so strong that they are los-
ing their own culture and language,
Father Dion noted.

““The young ones would like to live
like white people in the South, so
they feel frustrated in the North.”’

Progress has also brought with it
the bad sides of ‘civilization' which in
this case include alcohol and drug
abuse, he added.

““We can see the effects (drugs
have) on people,”’ Father Dion said.
“They are degrading intellectually,
and they lose more and more of their
efficiency. They cannot work proper-
Iy.”

Hudson Strait

Originally from Belgium, Father
Dion now lives at 5t. Anne’s Mission
in Kangirsujuag, Quebec, a com-
munity of some 250 Inuit on the
south shore of the Hudson Strait.

His missionary work, which takes
him to other communities as well, is
supported by the Catholic Church
Extension Society of Canada., This

year Extension gave him $10,000 in
aid.

“Without it, we could not
survive,”” Father Dion said. *“The
costs are so high -that without the
financial assistance, we would just
have to shut the mission.""
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Father Jules Dion has served the Inuit people of the Canadian North

since 1955.
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