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EXECUTIVE MEMBERS of the Heritage Society of Antigonish for the 1986-87 term are J;"\Ilcm Armswor-
thy, left, treasurer; Kathleen MacDonald, secretary; Doris Flikke, president; and Remi Chiasson, vice-

president.
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Cancer Reaearch on
Verge of New Discovery

By Lorraine Dumoulin

Researchers in Edmonton may be on
the verge of discovering the mecha-
nism by which cells of the body's
immune system kill cancer cells.

Dr. Chris Bleackley, of the Uni-
versity of Alberta’s bio-chemistry
department, mounted a video
camera on a microscope and took
slow motion footage of human
“killer™ cells surrounding and des-
troying a cancer cell.

On playing the video footage back
atregular speed, Dr. Bleackley found
that the T-cells surround their target,
moving like amoebae, while the
target cell stays still. “It's a bit like
watching a wrestling match”, said
Dr. Bleackley. “Eventually the target
cell explodes.”

The killer cells, also known as T-
cells, are carried in the bloodstream
and play an important role in defend-
ing the body against disease. They
are called killer cells because their
job is to destroy any foreign cell, such
as a cancer cell or a cell from an
organ transplanted from another
person, with which they come into
contact. Cancer victims seem to lack
this ‘immune response’.

Dr. Bleackley's research is to dis-
cover exactly how T-cells destroy the
target cell. He hypothesizes that the
T-cells are transferring a protein or
several proteins to the target cell.

Since proteins are produced by

genes, Dr. Bleackley is focussing his
research on two of the T-cell’s genes
whose working seems to correlate
with the cell's ability to kill. The hur-
dle is to prove that these genes and
their product are what is essential for
killing, he explains.

After a T-cell and a target cell have
made contact, small granules in the
T-cell scem to concentrate near the
point of contact, Dr. Bleackley
observed. He thinks the g:anu_lcs
may contain a killer protein which
moves from the granules into the
cancer cell. He compares the action
to “letter-bombs" being sent into the
target cell.

Dr. Bleackley's rescarch could be
used in the fight against cancer.
“Tumours can be treated quite suc-
cessfully with surgery,” he says. Now
the real challenge is to stop ‘metasta-
sis", in which cells break away froma
tumour and are carried throughogt
the body, establishing the cancer in
other tissues, he adds.

To make the T-cells more effective
killers, Dr. Bleackley treated them
with interleukin 2, a compound pro-
duced in the body by another group
of immune cells called T-helper cells.
Interleukin makes T-cells into more
potent killers. It can also be pro-
duced through genetic engineering.

Dr. Bleackley's research is funded
by the National Cancer Institute and
the Medical Research Council.

(Canadian Science News)
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LORRAINE BOUCHER, Ieft, and daughter Jennifer, two, are the lucky winners of the child’s table i |
chair set drawn by Shoppers Drug Mart. Presenting the items is local Shoppers Drug Mart pharmacist

owner Jim MacDonald.
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ANTIGONISH HYUNDAI
Welcomes The Antigonish Highland Games

We are proud tobea part of the celebrations and would like to offer

you hundreds of dollars in giveaways.
‘“AS MUCH AS $800 SAVINGS ON QUALIFIED
ACCESSORIES ON SELECTED MODELS”’

Let’s Make A Deal!
Act Now! Limited Time Offer

ATTENTION:

Come and see our display at the Antigonish Mall, Friday and Satur
day, July 11 and 12, and fill out a ballot for a mini
player and be a winner with Antigonish Hyundai.
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Brian & David McNutt are the NEW appointed
dealers and are eager to meet you.
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The car that olllers luxury at
affordable prices.

The sporty hatchback
with front-wheel drive,

After Hours; tel T

The most successhl
Import car ever Introduced
in Canada.

of vehicles

and see why they are Cana
' HOURS: Monday ~

863-4346 863-5813 916?;?:3“
Salesman Salesman Salesman
a great new
gl " Come in and see one of our salesmen on dyg
selection Test-drive the car of your choice - 5

da’s #1 import,
Friday 8 a,m, - 8 P Saturday § am,

~1p.m,

Trades Welcomed! On-the-spot Financing Leasing Available  Licensed Mechanic 0105
& Warmanty Yor LOCAL s « Service oo, o
wATier the Sale™ 863"6674 Beech HIl Rd, Antigollish 863‘6674 Ni:kn’(y‘js
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BRIEFS

- NEW YORK (NC) — A federal appeals court panel in New
York further delayed imposition of $100,000-a-day fines against
‘the U.S. bishops June 25 until the court either frees the bishops
of subpoenas for their pro-life records or orders them to comp-
1y Two judges of the 2nd U.S. Circuit of Appeals raised both
procedural and substantive questions as they heard the bishops’
~appeal agllmt the subpoenas, The bishops® attorney, Wilfred
‘Caron, argued that the original case in which the subpoenas
‘were issued, involving a suit by Abortion Rights Mobilization to
force the Internal Revenue Service to revoke the Catholic
‘Church’s tax exemption, should be dismissed because plaintiffs
“had no standing to bring the suit.
- -

L] L

~ MILWAUKEE (NC) — Lay people dedicated to promoting
yocations to the priesthood and religious life must reflect a
“*distinctive spirituality" in a world scarred by sin, Jesuit Father
Walter J. Burghardt told members of Serra International.
Father Burghardt, theologian in residence at Georgetown
University in Washington, gave a keynote speech to the Serra In-
tenational convention in Milwaukee June 23-25. He told
members of the vocations-promoting organization that the
church’s mission “‘is not only to bring men and women the
message of Christ and his grace but also to penetrate and perfect
the temporal sphere with a spirit of the Gospel.""

- - - .

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (NC) — The offices of a Nicaraguan
Catholic social agency have been returned to the church after an
eight-month occupation by the government. According to ar-
chdiocesan officials, when the offices were returned to the
church June 19, they were stripped bare of everything from
telephones to a printing press donated by German Catholics.
Msgr. Bismarck Carballo, spokesman for the Archdiocese of
Managua, said an estimated $500,000 worth of equipment was
missing. The printing press was used to print the church publica-
tion Iglesia (Church). Government forces confiscated the first
issue of the magazine, charging it had not been properly
registered with the government, then occupied the agency's
buildings last Oct, 15.

L] L L L]

VATICAN CITY (NC) — The Vatican hopes to make its
decision by mid-July on the case of U.S. moral theologian
Father Charles Curran, said Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of
the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The
Vatican hopes to have a final decision before officials begin their
summer vacations or it will have to wait until vacations end in
September, he added. Cardinal Ratzinger told National Catholic
News Service that the congregation ‘‘has no official date set"
for making a decision but is in the final stages of its examination

process. Father Curran ‘‘has respected deadlines and we should -

too,”” Cardinal Ratzinger said, referring to Father Curran's
compliance with Vatican requests to provide information about
his theological positions.

® ey . L]

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul II urged
Lebanon's recently elected Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir
to work for the continuation of a pluralistic state in Lebanon by
bringing the Moslem and Christian communities together. The
pope made his remarks as he presented the pallium, a circular
band of white wool worn by heads of metropolitan Sees, to
Patriarch Sfeir June 23 at the Vatican. The patriarch was elected
head of the world’s Maronite Catholics April 19 at a Maronite
synod in Beirut, Lebanon. ‘“A pluralistic Lebanon, open to the
contributions of different civilizations and capable of harmoniz-
ing them" while safeguarding the nation’s identity, should be
maintained and strengthened, the pope said.

- -

L] L]

VYATICAN CITY (NC) — The Vatican newspaper has call-
ed for negotiations between the South African white-minority
governmenl and opponents of ils apartheid system of racial
segregation. Negotiation is the best way to break the current
“‘chain of violence,” L'Osservatore Romano said in a June 22
front-page editorial. It asked for international solidarity with
those South Africans who seek negotiations and who put human
dignity above skin color. The editorial called apartheid “‘morally
unsustainable’ and criticized the government for using force to
try to maintain it.

L]

- . -

MANILA, Philippines (NC) — Bishop Antonio Fortich of
Bacolod, Philippines, has met with leaders of the communist-led
New People's Army to hear their suggestions for economic
recovery and a cease-fire with government troops on Negros
Island. Bishop Fortich met in June with New People’s Army
leaders at their invitation, in a secret rendezvous *‘somewhere in
southern Negros,”” he said June 16. He said he also had met with
communist representatives in late May. The bishop said he was
satisfied with the dialogue and eager to speak to President Cor-
azon Aquino about government reconciliation with Negros guer-
rillas. The guerrillas’ suggestions were very reasonable, he add-
ed.

L] - . L]

WASHINGTON (NC) — The image of a man on the
Shroud of Turin may have been caused by heat from a crucified
body reacting with limestone particles absorbed by the cloth
from a Jerusalem tomb, according to a new theory by two scien-
tists writing in Biblical Archaeology Review. The scientists, ar-
chaecologist Eugenia Nitowski and crystallographer Joseph
Kohlbeck, said their theory is based on recent tests of fibers of
the shroud itself as well as research on first-century tombs in
Jerusalem and on the physiology of crucifixion. The image on
the 14-foot-long linen shroud is believed by many Christians to
be the image of Jesus Christ.

- L] - -

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (NC) — Nicaragua's bishops have
criticized some parts of a proposed Nicaraguan constitution, in-
cluding language which says people have a right to “build a
family" through “‘marriage or through cohabitation.” In a
“‘pastoral contribution to the constitution,” the bishops also
criticized language concerning freedom of conscience and educa-
tion. The draft constitution was compiled by the constitutional
commission of the National Assembly. The government has
sought feedback through a series of town meetings. The bishops®
stal was released in Managua June 9 by Auxiliary Bishop
Bosco Vivas Robelo of Managua, secretary of the Nicaraguan
bishops’ conference.

—————

50th Jubilee for Fr. D’Intino

Holy Redeemer Hosts Celebration

Holy Redeemer Parish, Sydney,
was the scene of the recent 50th an-
niversary celebration of retired
d‘niom priest Rev. Emidio J. D'In-
tino.

Concelebrating his anniversary
Mass with him were Holy Redeemer
pastor Rev. Daniel Maclnnis, Rev,
Joseph Marinelli of Mount Carmel
Parish, New Waterford; Rev. James
MacLean, pastor of St. Mary's
Parish, Sydney; Rev. Robert Donnel-
ly who is retired in Tracadie; Rev.
Roderick MacPherson, who is retired
in Merigomish; and Rev. Alexander
Ross, pastor of St. Barra Parish,
Christmas Island. Rev. Peter
LeBlane, assistant at Holy Redeemer,
was master of ceremonies.

Father MacPherson did the Gospel
reading and Father Marinelli was
homilist.

Other participants were lectors Dr.
Anne Frances D'Intino and Dr,
Yolanda D’Intino with Carmen
Joseph reading the prayers of the
faithful. Taking part in the Offertory
p ion were Angelina D'Intino
and Dr. Carmen and Mrs. Frances
D'Intino.

Music for the Mass was provided
by the Holy Redeemer Senior Choir
with Gordon Smith as organist,

Soloist was Marie DeLorenzo and
cantor was Carmen Gillis.

Eucharistic ministers were Betty

Workshop on

Euthanasia

Announced

‘“*Euthanasia will become the abor-
tion issue of the 1980s and as such it
demands our fullest attention.™

The author of this statement is
Rev. Robert Barry, OP, Ph.D.,
noted educator, theologian,
counsellor and writer from the
University of Illinois, U.S.A.

Father Barry will be in A

Moore and Patricia O'Brien. Darrell

Epifano, Nicholas Epifano, Dominic

MacLean and Lloyd Meagher were  Sollazzo and Ernest Tortolla,

the altar servers.

y Following Mass everyone gathered
Serving as ushers were Joseph at the parish center for a receplion

and lunclieon by the CWL Council of
St, Nicholas Italian Parish and the
CWL Council of Holy Redeemer

REY. EMIDIO J. D’INTINO, center, is pictured during his 50th anniversary Mass at Holy Redeemer
Church in Sydney. Father D'Intino is now retired from active ministry. Concelebrating with him are Rev.
James MacLean, left, Rev. Roderick MacPherson, Rev. Joseph Marinelli, Rev. Robert Donnelly, Rev,
Alexander Ross and Holy Redeemer pastor Rev. Daniel MacInnis, At (he far left is Rev. Peter LeBlan

who was master of ceremonies. (Raytel phota)
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from October 2 - 6 to mark the begin-
ning of Respect Life activities plann-
ed by Antigonish Right to Life during
October, Respect Life Month in
Nova Scotia.

The focus of this year's Respect
Life Month is Euthanasia, a growing
area of concern in medical, legal and

REV. ROBERT BARRY, OP

ethical circles and a topic to which
Father Barry has devoted many years
of research, writing and lecturing,

In a continuing effort to identily
and respond positively to some of the

St. Louis CWL Meets

Annual Banquet Held

The CWL Council of St. Louis
Parish in Louisdale held its annual
banquet recently, with reports show-
ing an active and productive year.

pr i all ¢ s with plag

of appreciation. Spiritual Director
Rev. John MacLeod made special
i to Mary Alice Doyle,

Council president Rosalie Day
welcomed members, their husbands
and invited guests to the gathering
which included a delicious meal and
awards to various members.
Following the meal, served by
Ruth and Alex Boudreau of the Port
of Call Restaurant, Amelda
Boudreau presented a reading from
the Gospel of Luke. All convenors
presented their annual reports which
included the announcement of dona-
tions amounting to $8,270.66.
Past-president Bertha Mae Jeffery

pr
religious education convenor;
Therese Marchand, choir director;
and Lester Dean Marchand, the
parish seminarian.

Certificates of appreciation went
to all the new religious education
teachers of the parish; organists Ar-
thur Joyce and Jacqueline Landry;
and Bernadette Samson and Eileen
Landry for their dedicated work in
the Then Samson Room.

Council past-president Jeffery, in
her report, voiced special thanks to
all the members who lent her their

pport for the past two years.

Father MacLeod likewise voiced
thanks to the membership for the
“tremendous work™ that was ac-
complished in the parish.

Council president Day in her
r } inded the bership to
keep the true objective of the League,
to work for God and Canada, always
uppermost in their minds,

The evening concluded with a
humorous play entitled *‘Our
Husbands Are Having Babies'', The
cast included Bertha Mae Jeffery,
Debbie Samson, Elaine Walker,
Catherine Samson and Rosalie Day.

CHAC Citation Award 86 Presented

Sister Therese Roddy, exccutive
director of St. Joseph's Hospital,
Estevan, Saskatchewan, received the
1986 Performance Citation Award
from the Catholic Health Association
of Camada at its recent gencral

many life-tt g fac-
ing society today, Antigonish Right
to Life has asked Father Barry to
share his extensive expertise in the

(Turn 1o page 2, col. 1)

Special Mass

Scheduled for
Monastery

The general public is invited to a
special Mass of Thanksgiving
scheduled for this Sunday, July 13, ot
3 p.m. at St. Augustine’s Monastery,
in Monastery, Antigonish County.

On that day two newly ordained
Augustinian priests, Rev. Leo
Cameron and Rev. John S. Melnick,
will concelebrate Mass in the
Monastery chapel.

The event will be a day of
homecoming for the two priests as
both are Cape Bretoners who entered
the Order of St. Augustine at the
Monastery house and received their
initiation into the religious life there,

Father Cameron was professed asa
Brother in 1954 and in recent years
responded to the Master’s call to
serve the Church as a priest.

Father Melnick entered the order
immediately after his graduation
from St. Francis Xavier University in
1982,

Both ordainces are inviting
everyone Lo join with them in Sun-
day's joyous occasion and they are
eager to renew friendships and recall
their time in the Antigonish-
Monastery area,

ing in Halifax.
CHAC chairman Romeo Paulhus,
of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan,

presented the award to Sister Roddy
at the annual dinner of the national
association.

Sister Roddy received the award
for her outstanding contribution o
health care in a Christian context; her

- - ==
SR. THERESE RODDY, executive director of St. Joseph's Hospital, Estevan, Saskatchewan, Is pletured

building the Christian community;
and her unselfish dedication as a per-
son for others.

In accepting the award, Sister Rod-
dy said, *‘I feel very strongly about
the imp ¢ of providing care
with a difference based on Gospel
values and maintaining positions
where we can influence and ensure
policies are established on Christian
principles.""

Sister Therese Roddy is a former
president of the Catholic Health Ser-
vices Conference of Saskatchewan
and the Saskatchewan Health Care
Association

Judge Emmett Hall was the first
recipient of the CHAC Performance
Citation Award in 1981,

The CHAC is a national Christian
association supportive of health care
in the tradition of the Catholic
Church. CHAC members include
seven provincial/regional health
associations, more than 165
hospitals, and homes, 220 associates
comprised of religious orders,
dioceses, physicians’ guilds, etc. and
500 personal members. It strives to
have a concern for health in all its
ase=cts: physical, emotional,
spimal, and social,

recelving the 1986 CHAC Performance Citation Award from Romeo Paulhus, chalrman of the Catholic
Health Association of Canada, (Wamboldi-Waterfield photo)
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CHAC Presidential
Plaque Awarded

Sister Bernadette Poirier, SGM, of
Montreal, the new chairman of the
board of directors of the Catholic
Health Association of Canada,

Higgins, Catholic Health Care Con-
ference of British Columbia represen-
tative; and John King, Catholic
Health  Services Conference of

P d the 1 pr ial pla-
que to Romeo Paulhus of Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, in Halifax
recently. Paulhus finished his term as
chairman, May 23.

Sister Poirier was acclaimed chair-
man during the recent annual
meeting at the conclusion of the na-
tional convention which was held in
Halifax.

Delegates at the annual meeting’
‘elected three directors-at-large to the

board. They are Sister Denise La-
fond, general superior of the
Religious Hospitallers of Saint
Joseph, Montreal, Quebec; Sister
Sara Maillet, health care co-
ordinator (Bathurst Province),
Religious Hospitallers of Saint
Joseph, Bathurst, New Brunswick;
and Sister Jacqueline St-Yves, pro-
vincial superior, Grey Nuns of Mon-
treal (St. Boniface Province), Win-
nipeg, Manitoba.

Newly appointed members to the
board are Sr. Giscle Fortier, PFM,
Carrefour des chretiens du Quebec
pour la sante representative; Michael

hewan rep tative.,

Returning to the board are Sr.

Anne Anderson, CSJ, Toronto, On-
tario; Rev. Donald Biclby, CSC, Oi-
tawa, Ontario; Anna Campbell,
Antigonish, Nova Scotia; John E.
Curley, Jr., S5t. Louis, Missouri:
David Hart, Edmonton, Alberia;
Gerard M. Lang, vicechairman of
the board, Edmonton, Alberta; Sr.
Ann Marshall, CSJ, secretary-
treasurer, Hamilton, Ontario; Ray
Massicotte, Winnipeg, Manitoba;
Most Rev. John O'Mara, Thunder
Bay, Ontario; and Romeo Paulhus,
past chairman of the board.

The CHAC is a national Christian
association supportive of health care
in the tradition of the Catholic
Church. CHAC members include
seven provincial/regional health
associations, more than 165 hospitals
and homes, 220 associates comprised
of religious orders, dioceses, physi-
cians’ guilds, etc., and 500 personal
members. It strives to have a concern
for health in all its aspects: physical,
emotional, spiritual, and social.

Bishop O’Connor Succeeds
Retiring Bishop O’Grady

Pope John Paul II has transferred
Bishop Hubert P. O'Connor, OMI,
from Whitehorse, Yukon, to Prince
George, B.C. Bishop O'Connor will
succeed retiring Bishop Fergus
0'Grady, OMI, who has served as
bishop of Prince George for 30 years.

Born in Huntington, Quebcec, in
1928, Bishop O'Connor spent nine
years serving the Native People in
British Columbia before being named
bishop of Whitchorse in 1971,

Both Bishop O'Connor and Bishop
0O'Grady are members of the Oblate
order. This order of missionary
priests and brothers was a pioneer in
the work with the Native peoples in
the Canadian north. For over 100
years, the Oblate Fathers have had a
special care for the eight dioceses of
the Canadian north.

L'he need for personnel to work in
these vast territories is crucial, and
Bishop O'Grady pioncered in the
development of a volunteer program
for Prince George called **The Fron-
tier Apostolate”. Since 1956, more
than 2,500 volunteers from many
parts of Europe and Morth America
have come to work in the diocese.
They have served as teachers, bus
drivers, nurses, cooks — in fact, in
any capacity needed. Lately the Fron-
tier Apostles have served increasingly
in parish ministry and catechetical
programs.

The diocese of Prince George
covers 217,215 square kilometers in
northern British Columbia. Its
Catholic population of 30,223 in 59
parishes and missions is served by 27
priests, eight brothers and 47 sisters.

IP0pe Decries Drug Use

By Agostino Bono

Rome (NC) — Pope John Paul 11
has called victory over drug addiction
a.form of resurrection and asked for
increased public awareness about the
harmful effects of narcotics.

““Is it not perhaps a resurrection to
have known how to win over the
slavery of drug addiction?"’ the pope
asked at ceremonies inaugurating a
church-sponsored drug rehabilitation
center in Rome.

For people trying to overcome
drug addiction, *'to carry the cross

means to exit from isolation™ and to
onee again “become part of the fami-
ly of redemption,"” he said.

At the drug center ceremony, the
pope asked public figures to “‘in-
crease the information on this
spreading tragedy in our socicty,
which is so insecure and so morally
poor despite its growing material
well-being."”

“Drug addiction, more than a
sickness of the body, is a sickness of
the soul,”” the pope said.

Euthanasia

Continued from p. 1

area of euthanasia.

He has said, **The question we are
confronting is not whether we will be
able to stop it when non-voluntary
mercy killing begins, but whether we
will be able to stop it now that it has
begun.”

Father Barry has spoken to in-
terested groups, including many
groups of young people, and has cau-
tioned them about the deliberate
destruction of human life to resolve
social, personal or political problems.
He has encouraged them to become
involved in service and support pro-
jects for the elderly and families with
disabled members.

Plans for Father Barry’s visit in-
clude a public presentation at St.
F.X. University on Sunday, October
5, at 7:30 p.m., and a workshop
scheduled for Saturday, October 4.
Time and place for this workshop
will be announced later.

Further to this, in an effort to in-
crease the public's awareness of the
problems of cuthanasia, a series of
articles will appear monthly, in The
Casket, for the months of July,
August and September.

The author of these articles is
Patricia Soenan, a contributor to
Pro-Life News, a publication of
Alliance For Life, parent body of
Antigonish Right to Life.

Anyone wishing additional infor-
mation may contact the Antigonish
Right to Life office at 86 College
Street; phone 863-6636.

Q: What is the white sediment in
the bottom of pickle jars?

A: Clouding is normal in naturally
fermented pickles; the white sediment
is a harmless residue from fermenta-
tion. If this occurs with fresh pack
pickles and the pickles are still firm,
they are safe to eat.
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China Shows Willingness

To Dialogue with Vatican

By Agostino Bono

Rome (NC) — China is willing to
discuss church-state relations with
the Vatican “*after we have overcome
some  difficulties,” according to
Chinese Communist Party Secretary
Hu Yaobang.

Hu said he had no contacts with
Vatican officials during his recent
visit to Rome for discussions with
Italian authorities.

At a news conference, Hu did not
say what the difficulties are. In the
past, however, Chinese officials have
cited Vatican diplomatic ties with the
nationalist Chinese government of
Taiwan as the chief obstacle.

The communist government con-
siders Taiwan part of China. The na-
tionalists fled to the island of Taiwan
in 1949 when the communists came to
power after a civil war.,

For the Vatican, issues which still
obstruct normalized relations with
China include the imprisonment of
numerous priests and government
support for the National Association

of Patriotic Catholics, which rejects
ties to the Vatican.

The patriotic association was con-
demned by the Vatican after the
association's foundation in 1957. The
Vatican considers the bishops and
priests of the patriotic association
validly but illicitly ordained because
they were ordained against church
rules.

According to human rights
reports, several dozen priests are in
Chinese jails. Last May, during a trip
to China, Canadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney asked for their
release.

Pope John Paul 11 has made a con-
certed effort to improve relations
with China since assuming the
papacy in 1978, In 1981 during a visit
to the Philippines, the pope made a
special radio broadcast to mainland
China asking for improved relations.
The pope also has asked the
Taiwanese bishops to be a bridge to
the Catholic Church in China.

2 Women Named to

Pontifical Academy

By John Thavis

Vatican City (NC) — Two U.S.
cancer researchers — both women —
are among nine new members named
by Pope John Paul II to the Pon-
tifical Academy of Sciences.

Beatrice Mintz, head researcher at
the Institute for Cancer Research in
Philadelphia, and Maxine Singer, a
laboratory director at the National
Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Md.,
were named to the academy, which
advises the pope on scientific mat-
ters. The Vatican made the appoint-
ments June 12,

Ms, Mintz, 65, is a specialist in the

Ms. Singer, 55, has worked on the
relationship of nucleic acid to the
mechanisms that cause tumors, stu-
dying the enzyme makeup of nucleic
acid in carcinogenic viruses. She is
the director of the institute's
biochemical laboratory. |

The Vatican described the work of
the two U.S. scientists as fundamen-
tal in modern cancer research.

The academy, whose bers and
other guests meet several times a year
on scientific issues, plans to study
cancer at its plenary session next Oc-
tober, according to academy

h llor Father Enrico di Rovasen-

genetic causes of cancer among mam-
mals. She is the developer of a
biological technique now used to
study the action of cancer i

da. He said the academy will meet
later in June to discuss satellite ser-
vices for the Third World and in
September to di oceanic pro-
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NEWLY ORDAINED Rev. Ronald MacDonnell, SFM, is shown thank-
ing the Youth Group of St. Peter's Parish, Tracadie, for the generous
donation he received when he concelebrated the AEHS Graduation
Mass in that Parish on June 22. (MacLellan photo)

St. Peter’s Youth Group
Donates $500t0 Missions

VIata ey M
Quinny« SFM, ~in: the Dominic*
Republic; and gave a donation t0¢*
ecutive director Monsignor €0
Campbell of the national board [
the Propagation of the Faith when
visited the parish. 3

Most ' recently the group made?
donation to newly ordained
Father Ronald MacDonnell 0”‘:
tigonish for his upcoming Work
Latin America, - -

by Dawn Currie

For the past two years, St. Peter's
Youth Group in Tracadic has been
active in fund-raising for causes in
the Third World, including sponsor-
ing an extra game at weekly bingo.

This fund-raising has enabled the
group to help worthy causes which
come 1o their attention. Last year the
group donated $3,000 to a parish in
Uganda; donated $500 to Rev. Louis

Pope Asks Lebanese
To Work for Péléce

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh
Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II asked Catholics in Lebanon
“'to stand on the front lines” in the
effort to forge peace in the decade-
long conflict between Lebanese
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By Rev, John Castelot
St. Paul was a fierce champlon of
freedom. In fact, his letter to the
Galatians has been called the
“Charter of Christian Liberty.” Its
message is captured in this clarion

“call: “'It was for liberty that Christ

freed us!®* (5:1),

St Paul's converts in Galatia were
being taken in by propagandists
who insisted” that their salvation
depended on submission to a shackl-
ing and ineffectual legal system. His
reactions was swilt and impassioned:
*You senseless Galatians! Who has
cast a’spell over you — you before
whose eyes Christ was displayed to
‘view upon the cross? , , . Stand firm
and do not take upon yourselves the
yoke of slavery a second time'* (3:1;
LHIN

In a remarkable passage in
Romans, St. Paul’s concern [or
liberation takes on a broader color-

Human selfishness has enslaved all
of creation, exploiting and squander-
ing its riches and ‘marring its beauty,
not just to satisfy legitimate needs
but to pander to extravagant desires.
““The glorious freedom of the
children of God'" is precisely
freedom from the most demeaning
slave driver of all, the self, By his
sclflessness, Jesus freed us from this
tyrant.

To the extent that people throw of .
the chains of selfishness, to that ex-
tent they become truly free and allow
the entire created universe to exist in

-freedom.

The whole Bible is a story of the
conflict between slavery and libera-
tion. God created humanity to be
free, to share in his own freedom.
But people insisted on doing things
their way and enslaved themselves
and ecach other. The sequel to
1 ity's original rebellion is one

ing: “‘Indeed the whole created world
cagerly awaits the revelation. . . Crea-
tion was made subject to futility, not
of its own accord by him who once
subjected it; yet not without Hope,
because the world itself will be freed
from its slavery ‘to corruption and
share in the glorious [reedom of the
children of God'" (8:19-21).

long story of self-destruction and
shameful exploitation of others. It is
the story of the domination of the
defenseless by the powerful, of the
poor by the rich.

Hovering over this sorry scene is
the figure of God the Liberator, the
Savior. Central to his whole self-

X

A Letter to Brazil :

A Record of Liberation

revelation in the Old Testament s the
liberation of his people from bon-
dage to the powerful Egyptians, So
basic was this experience in the life of
the people that forever after they
thought of God primarily as a saving

.

Ironically, having been freed
themselves, they ded to
others, even their fellow-Israelites.
But the God of freedom was not
silent. Through his prophets he let his
people know in no uncertain terms
what he thought of their conduct.

This passage from Amos is typical:
““Thus says the Lord: For three
crimes of Israel and for four, I will
not revoke my word; because they
sell the just man for silver and the
poor man for a pair of sandals”

(2:6).

Such callous abuse of the
defenseless led eventually to the
enslavement of the whole people,
first by the Assyains and later by the
Babylonians. But in time God in-
tervened once again to liberate his
chastened people and restore them to
freedom.

That same struggle goes on
throughout history.

Thirst for Freedom Universal

By David Gibson
The thirst for freedom is universal
— a somewhat hard-to-define desire
to be free “from™ something and
free “‘for”” something.

Undoubtedly people living in
poverty or conditions of misery ex-
perience this thirst in a special way.
That fact greatly interests the
theologians of liberation. It greatly
interests Pope John Paul II too.

The pope has addressed the ques-
tion of liberation theology and condi-
tions of misery for the poor at least
twice this year in communications
with Brazil's bishops — a country
where liberation theology has had a
definite influence.

There really are two Brazils and
they contrast greatly with one
another, the pope said in a letter to
the bishops. One Brazil is “highly
developed, dynamic, thrusting
toward progress and influence.”" The
other Brazil is seen in “‘extensive
poverty belts, in endemic diseases, il-
literacy and social marginalization."

This contrast “‘penalizes’ great
numbers of people who are “‘con-
demned to all soris of misery,” said
the pope. In a speech in Rome 1o 21
Brazilian bishops he described it as a
social situation that calls for *‘huge,
profound and necessary social
reforms.””

Similarly, in an instruction on
Christian liberation this year, the
Vatican's Doctrinal Congregation
stated: *"The fight against injustice is
meaningless unless it is waged with a
view to establishing a new social and
political order in conformity with the
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demands of justice."

Against this background some
questions arise: Surely people long
for liberation from misery. But what
does this have to do with the church
or theology? Moreover, how is pro-
found social change to be achieved in
Brazil — or anywhere else?

In his communications with
Brazil's bishops the pope discussed
those questions. He said *‘it is part of
the church's mission to concern
herself in a certain way with ques-
tions relating to the human person
from the womb to the tomb, ques-
tions of a social and socio-political
nature."

The church, he added, "‘does not
hesitate to defend fearlessly the just
and noble cause of human rights and
to support courageous reforms.""

In all this the pope urged recogni-
tion of “a clear-cut distinction bet-
ween the function of the laity . . . and
the function of pastors, who dedicate
themselves to forming the laity to live
out’ tasks in society. He said “‘the
church does not point out technical
solutions to temporal problems but
rather illuminates the search for solu-
tions with the gift of faith.”
Moreover, the “exercise of ministry
in the socio-political area’" ought 1o
be in “"perfect harmony with the con-
stant gs of the Ay

mum.

Liberation, said the pope, is “‘first
of all salvific...and afterward
socio-cthical.” He asked that one
dimension of liberation not be reduc-
ed to the other.

As he has many times, the pope en-
couraged the pursuit of justice
without recourse to violence, That
point was also made in the Doctrinal
Congregation's 1986 instruction
which discouraged any effort to
“‘discredit the path of reform™ in
favour of revolution.

With such considerations in mind,
however, the pope said: "“"We are
convinced, we and you, that the
theology of liberation is not only
timely but useful and necessary.”

He said he believes Brazil's bishops
can play an important role in the
development of a theological reflec-
tion that will “‘inspire effective
pastoral (action) in favor of social
justice, equity, the observance of
human rights, the construction of a
human society based on
brotherhood, harmony, truth and
charity."
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““WHEN I was chaplain for a juvenile detention center,' Father Herbert Weber wriles, “‘the newly ar-

rested teenagers frequenily would tell me a story: At the time of their arrest, they had started praying to be
released. A day later, when they discovered their freedom had not come, they figured something was
wrong. Somehow prayer had not worked for them.'

Option for the Poor:

Dimensions of Liberation Theology

By Katharine Bird
Numerous liberation theologies ex-
ist in the church and in the world —
one for women, another for blacks,
another for native Americans, Jesuit
Father Alfred Hennelly says in in-
troducing people to the topic.

His special interest is in the libera-
tion theology which “‘arose in Latin
America during the last 20 years,”
explains the theologian who teaches
at Fordham University in New York
City. To see why it developed, he
thinks a graphic image is useful:

Imagine visiting Lima, Peru, a
beautiful colonial city of 1 million
people, with great boulevards and
beautiful parks. But all around it are
what a German theologian calls “‘the
circle of death,' the priest says.
These are the slums where another 2
million people live in destitution,
Here the basic necessities of life —
food, running water, housing — are
missing. People fight over garbage
for food.

That is the situation *‘in most large
cities of Latin America," Father
Hennelly says, It contrasts sharply
with the U.S. situation where the
poor live in the core of cities with the
prosperous suburbs all around. *‘In
Latin America it is impossible not 10
see the poor," he explains.

Asked to define liberation
theology, Father Hennelly replies
that it is “a form of theological
reflection which places great em-
phasis on questions of social justice
and reinterprets many aspects of
theology to give this aspect pre-
eminence.”" Some, he adds, call thisa
“‘preferential option for the poor.”

Vatican II placed a spotlight on
justice issues, he recalls. Following
this lead, the Latin American bishops
and church leaders used a 1968 con-
ference in Medellin, Colombia, ‘to
look at and reflect theologically on
their own situation of suffering."

They referred to the “‘institutional
violence against the poor and called
on Catholics to work toward the fun-
d 1 chang y"" to br-
ing justice to the oppressed, the
theologian explains.

An adviser at Medellin, Father
Gustavo Gutierrez, a diocesan priest
from Lima, Peru, developed the
theories discussed at the conference
in “A Theology of Liberation™
published in 1971. It is considered a
basic text for the theology, Father
Hennelly reports.

He adds that Father Gutierrez
teaches that **the cause of the poor is
the cause of God."" A native Indian,

Liberation Theology at Home

he *‘lives and works with the poor™
in Lima and dedicates himsell 1o
relieving the misery of the oppressed.

Much opposition to liberation
theology has arisen because of its call
for fundamental change in Latin
America, Father Hennelly continues.
The question sometimes asked is:
Does liberation theology encourage
violence? i

Although some Latin American
Christians join violent movements,
Father Hennelly says that “‘the 12
liberation theologians I kmow per-
sonally are dedicated Christians”
who endorse the use of violence only
as a last resort.

The recent Vatican “'Instruction on
Christian Freedom and Liberation®"
states that violence can be used only
“following a long history of tyranny
and after all non-violent efforts
have been d,” the theologi
explains,

The Vatican document ‘‘gives a
foundation for applying liberation
theology to other countries,' Father
Hennelly concludes. In the United
States, a beginning has been made at
doing this in such efforts as the
bishops’ proposed pastoral letter on
the U.S. economy, he adds.

By Rev. Herbert Weber

When I was chaplain for a juvenile deten-
tion center, the newly arrested teen-agers
frequently would tell me a story: At the
time of their arrest, they had started pray-
ing to be released. A day later, when they
discovered their freedom had not come,
they figured something was wrong.
Somehow prayer had not worked for them.

Most of us smile at the simplistic ap-
proach to prayer expressed by these teen-
agers in trouble, Yet most people, face to
face with experience that block their
freedom, feel about the same as those
young people. They too want 1o be set free
and anything that scems to provide the
hope of liberation is worth pursuing.

Liberation theology, most often spoken
of in reference to Latin America, states that
the Christian message is hope of liberation
for all who are unfree. St. Paul wrote about
freedom in his Letter to the Romans, and

generations of Christ-followers have found
hope in St. Paul’s insights: Christ’s saving
act of love on the cross has lifted the yoke
off the backs of men and women.

The statement on liberation theology
published by the Vatican in April says that
“the divine promises of liberation and their
victorious fulfillment in Christ's death and
resurrection are the basis of the ‘joyful
hope' from which the Christian community
draws the strength to act."

Yet to speak of liberation means review-
ing what enslaves or imprisons.

In the Gospels, Jesus spemt much time
with those who were the victims of the clos-
ed minds of others, They were the outcasts
who received rebuff rather than acceptance.

That type of enslavement still exists. Vir-
tually every high school or grade school
class has someone who is shunned because

of his or her difference. A young man told
me that he has never overcome the fact thm
he had never fit in any group at school

Jesus the liberator set people free socially
as well as spiritually. The church and her
members have to find ways today 1o con
tinue Christ's work of liberating.

Sometimes the burden of others can only
be lifted by transforming a society or a
system that tends to enslave. Not long agn
a number of church groups, including
statewide conferences of bishops, sup-
ported a boycott that would allow farm
workers in the United States to organize
and negotiate with @ major food processor

Happily, an agreement was reached. The
newly created contract represents an als
tempt to change a system and make it more
respectful of people’s rights. That is libera
tion for all parties involved,

Sometimes society’s attitudes have o
change. Although in recent years a number
of churches and other public buildings have
become more accessible to the handicap-
ped, what takes place within those buildings
is not always so open.

A [friend who is paraplegic said that she
tried to become involved in a parish retreat.
She was told that she could pray in her
home. While not objecting to the task of
praying, she simply stated that whenever
she is treated as a shut-in, she feels shutout

Finally, becoming a church of liberation
requires a strong sense of community. By
belonging to community, people become
conscious of the pain and struggles of
others, beginning first with other communi-
ty members and then expanding that con-
sclousness to the whole human family,

Individuals also find strength in belong-
ing to a community. Several years ago | met
weekly with a base community, a small

group that came together to read the Serip-
tures, pray and share concerns about living
the gospel message. 1 know that the com-
munity, by being a constant reinforcement
of cach person's values, prevented the
members from succumbing to such
modern-day tyrannies as depression and
loneliness,

Over Memorial Day weekend, millions of
people participated in Hands Across
America. 1 was fortunate enough 1o live in
one of the towns through which the line
passed. Although the experience of
holdings hands and singing several songs
was unforgettable, 1 was even happier when
the announcer on the radio said that
everyone must remember that this is “just
the beginning" in our attempt to help the
hungry and homeless of this nation,

Remembering those who are on the fr-
inges of socicty is a way to participate in a
liberation theology lived out in our world
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In the four cucharistic prayers, we
remember Jesus’ death-resurrection; we of-
fer this bread and cup, this sacrifice, the
body and blood of our Lord. This offering
is made by the whole Church, but especially
by the community assembled here in faith.
We offer the pure and holy Victim to our
Father in heaven. Those for whom we offer
are mentioned in the intercessions. Today,
this offering is perhaps the most
misunderstood element in the Roman Mass.
The Church's offering takes place during
the cucharistic prayer, and not during the
so-called “offertory.” What few seem 1o
understand, however, is when and how we
offer during the eucharistic prayer or the
canon. The people are to offer the Victim as
the pricst offers Him in their own name and
in the name of the Church. We offer Jesus
Christ, who died that we might die to sin,
and who was raised that we might live with
Him for God. Christ His Son is the only gift
that can be truly pleasing to God. Yet we

by Patricia Soenen

“Once you permit the killing of the un-
born child, there will be no stopping. There
will be no age limit. You are setting off a
chain reaction that will eventually make
YOU the victim. Your children will kill you
because you permitted the killing of their
brothers and sisters. Your children will kill
you because it is too expensive to support
you in your old age. Your children will kill
you for your homes and estates. If a doctor
will take money for killing the innocent in
the womb, he will kill you with a needle
when paid by your children. This is the ter-
rible nightmare you are creating for the
future.” [

Ten years ago this nightmare was
dismissed by most people as the ravings of a
benighted professor from the University of
Manitoba, Dr. Reg A. Gallop. Ten years
ago we simply refused to believe it could
happen; we would not, and did not, heed
this prophetic warning. Early in the summer

Euthanasia: Another Assault

of 1985 another prophetic voice, that of Dr. |

C. Everett Koop, Sg_rgcdn-Gcncra] of the

A Reminder:

Sacrifice
by Rev. J.H. Gillis

The greatest treasure of our Catholic

Faith is the Sacrifice of the Mass. In it we

offer to the heavenly Father the sclf-same

Sacrifice which His Son offered on the

Cross for all mankind. What is more, in

Mass we offer this self-same Sacrifice along

with Jesus Christ HimsellT As this is so

sublime a truth, we can well afford to mull
over it a while.

We can see in the sixth chapter of St.
John that the Lord was adamant on being
understood literally, when He promised to
give His body 1o be eaten and His blood to
be drunk. Here is that promise: ‘I am the

Liturgy for the Laity

are also commanded to offer ourselves in
union with Christ. Christians need to learn
how to offer themselves and their lives dur-
ing the Mass. They need to be taught to
come with the necessary dispositions, so
that they may make this offering.

We pray that Christ will make us “"His
gift to the Father."" St. Paul tells us to give
God proper worship by offering ourselves
to Him as living sacrifices: we are to live in
a way that is pleasing and acceptable to
Him. This involves a rejection of this
world's standards, and an opening of
ourselves to God’s action, letting Him
transform us from within. Thus we will be
able to know God's will, and carry it out
with His grace. Union with God demands
obedience in faith, 1t is His Spirit, living in
us as in His temples, who teaches us to be
spiritual people. This union with the Father
is to grow daily. The Lord Jesus is the way,
the truth, the life: He is our only way to the
Father. If we are to grow each day in our
union with the Father, we have to do it
through Christ, He demands that we follow
Him by carrying our cross daily with Him:
He wants sincere followers who serve by
deed, and not by lip service only. Through
the eucharist God will give us His strength

United States, again sounded the same war-
ning. Now, more than 10 years later, the
warning is impossible to dismiss. The ques-
tion which remains is, Will we listen?

Before his appointment as Surgeon-
General, Dr. Koop spent 44 years in
“*hands-on-medicine’’, gaining a singular
reputation as a pediatric surgeon specializ-
ing in the correction of birth defects. With
Francis Schaeffer, he co-authored the book
(later a film series), **“Whatever Happened
to the Human Race?"" In June of 1985, Dr.
Koop addressed the annual Convention of
the National Right to Life Committee in
Washington, D.C.

In his address, Dr. Koop spoke of the
newest assault on human life —
Euthanasia. He began by offering his first-
hand observations on the climate which has -
created the current euthanasia mentality.

“I have seen the ethics and countenance

of medicine change,” Koop stated. “The
Hippocratic Qath with its equality of life
ethic, has been replaced with a quality of

of the Mass

then that He took bread and said: **This is
my body, which is for you; do this as a
memorial of me. . . . This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink
it, do this as a memorial of me.”” In his ac-
count of the Last Supper St. Paul adds this:
“Until the Lord comes, therefore, every
time you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you are proclaiming His death."”

We cannot make the Lord's words any
clearer than they already are. We can,
however, put in our own words what S1.
Paul added above: *“Therefore, évery time
till the end of time when the Lord comes
again in judgment, that you do what the

living bread which came down from heaven.
The bread I shall give is my flesh for the life
of the world, . . . Those who eat my flesh
and drink my blood live in Me L'in them."
Hearing this, some of His disciples walked
away from Him, complaining: **This is in-
tolerable language. Who can accept i12"
Yet the Lord did not retract a syllable of
what He had said. Indeed, turning to His
apostles, He asked them: ‘“‘What about
you? Do you also want to go away?"

The Lord was no less adamant on being
understood literally when at the Last Sup-
per He came to fulfil that promise. It was

Lord ded done in r ance of
Him — that is, every time till the end of
time that you change bread into the Lord’s
body and wine into His blood and give
Them to be eaten and drunk — you offer
the Sacrifice of the Lord’s life and death, as
He Himself offered it in the Supper.”

We all agree that it was for the sins of the
world that the Lord offered to His Father
the Sacrifice of His life and death on
Calvary, He offered once, only once, and on
Calvary. Nevertheless, He is forever in-
terceding for us before His Father in
heaven. St. Paul tells us: *‘He not only died

to be true followers of Jesus,

We have constantly been taught that our
love of God must be shown in love for our
neighbour. If we are going to grow in union
with Ged, il we hope that He will accept
this sacrifice we offer, we have to be seeking
an cver-growing love and union with one,
another. This love will be the sign to all that
we are Christ’s, Members of the Church —
both priests and people — need to deepen
their understanding of the action of the
Mass, As well as giving in the Mass, we also
receive, As long as we are humbly open 1o
God's gifts and aware of our poverty before
Him, He is able to fill us with His grace.
Moments for receiving and accepting are
the readings and the homily (we are open to
God's word), at the kiss of peace (we are
open to our brothers and sisters in Christ),
and at communion (we are ready to be
nourished with the bread of life and the cup
of salvation.)

When the Second Vatican Council spoke
about renewing the eucharist, it mentioned
only the Mass. The Mass is the center and
high point of the Church's life and liturgy.
Its renewal is necessary in order to restore

life ethic. Social issues have become
medicalized and in the process, physicians
have subverted their traditional ethics to
serve the social planners of society.” Dr.
Koop's observations cannot be denied. We
live in an age which has seen the un-
necessary destruction of an unborn baby
shift out of the Criminal Code to become
the “right of every woman'. A time in
which *‘a woman’s right 10 an abortion is
really a woman’s right to a dead baby"’. An
era which has seen infanticide occurring in
hospitals, not to alleviate the suffering of
the child, but rather, to alleviate the suffer-
ing of parents called upon to raise a han-
dicapped child. These changes have com-
bined to produce a climate which has
rekindled the enthusiasm of an earlier era of
zealots, 'who saw euthanasia as a “final
solution”” to the social problems they faced.

It is now abundantly clear that the hor-
rors perpetrated by the Nazis under Hitler
have their origins in fundamental changes
which occurred in German socicty long
before Hitler came to power. The well-
documented corruption within the medical

true vitality to the life of individual
members and belicving communities. The
reform of the Mass included the return (o a
simpler and clearer structure; greater em-
phasis on the scriptures; use of the language
of the people; integration of preaching with
the Mass: return to communion under both
forms from elements consecrated in that
celebration; room for adaptation; enlarged
sources of texts; and many other changes.
These improvements were made within the
context of the history of the Mass rites and
of present-day needs.

Perhaps the most important change has
been this; helping us to realize that the
cucharistic celebration is primarily directed
to the Father, through the Son, in the Holy
Spirit. We come to Mass in order to join
Christ in praising the Father, rather than to
adore Christ. The purpose of these reforms
is to make it possible for believers to find
the deepest source of the true Christian
spirit in their full participation in the Sun-
day eucharist. In this way they exercise their
right and responsibility as sharers in the
priesthood of the Lord Jesus, and are
enabled to go forth and be His witnesses in
their daily lives.

period of time, and most dig N0
how closely the various rites werg .
together: changes in one led to 8 ik,
ding change in others. Many Cathgp.
not understand the principles Und:‘fi"'
the reform, though they were :g;
described in the Constitution op Ling |
Some still have lrc{uhlc with the ¢, m:
because they are trying to celebrage the r:\i

There were many Changc; in ’
I

rites with an old mentality. The “'ﬂrl;:. 5‘"‘- F
i, gd st
o) %
e
& (he

liturgical reform is under the gy; ik
the Spirit, and is the way the ch"fchu:
day is leading us to God. Faithpy
reverent efforts to prepare and c"b’hn:g:{
liturgy well will lead to greater i
God and grace for His people, We h:l
always to keep in mind these word; in .;
Constitution on Liturgy: “We arp oo
holy people, His chosen priests; & ;..
brothers and sisters of Christ. J“usqn‘ _:I
to share in His dying and rising, to joiy 1|'\"
in_praising the Father, to work ang -r-

with Him for the salvation of the world, L-L!
has given us His Spirit to live within u1,-f'
be our light, to teach us to pray. If O
with us, no one can be against us,”

{Excerpts from NATIONAL BUL]_;_-“,'
ON LITURGYNo. 62, and 1978, copyy

Concacan Inc., 1981 and 1983, R""""‘l‘r!l
with permission of the Canadian ¢y, |
ference of Catholic Bishops.) |

on Human Life |

profession came together with a corruption
of law to produce one of the blackest
periods in recent history — the Holocaust.

Today, similar fundamental changes
have taken place and are coming together
— the decline in medical ethics, shifts in
population 5, and i
pressure for containment of medical costs.
Physicians are caught between the
economic demands of a healthy society on
one hand, and the needs of the sick on the
other. In a real sense the physician these
days is placed in the role of representing the
interests of patients over and against those
of a healthy society which makes the laws
and says that the cost of medical care is too
high. The financial interests of a healthy,
but shrinking population (who at times con-
fuse their good health with immonrtality),
are on a “‘collision course' with the finan-
cial interests of the aging, the chronically
ill, and the terminally ill.

b eco

Dr. Koop states, “The forces of
cuthanasia are abroad in the land as never
before.”” This observation is confirmed by

Movie Reviews

By Tony Zaza
New York (NC) — In “About Last
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Night" (Orion), Demi Moore and Rob
Lowe talk easily about good sex but become
mute when trying to cope with the nature of
a lasting relationship.

As typical young singles, they play house
and test out the waters of moral respon-
sibility and discover that insecurity not only

for us — He rose from the dead, and there
at God’s right hand He stands and pleads
for us.”” And the author of the Letter to the
‘Hebrews tells us: “He is living forever to in-
tercede for all who come to God through
Him." The Lord is perpetually offering to
His Father for the sins of the world the self-
same Sacrifice He once offered on Calvary.

By giving the apostles power to offer His
Sacrifice of the Cross till the end of time,
(“*And know that I am with you always;
yes, even to the end of time."), the Lord
was obviously intending that all, who till
the end of time share in the same priesthood
as that of the apostles, would also have
power to offer the Sacrifice of the Cross, as
He Himself offered it in the Supper. And
by giving this power to His priests till the
end of time, He was intending that His
followers could unite with their priests till
the end of time, and through them with
Himself, in offering to the Father the self-
same Sacrifice of Calvary.

Al Mass, therefore, Catholics offer the
Sacrifice of Calvary to the Father, and this
in itself is a stupendous privilege. Yet they
do even more than that, they offer it along
with Jesus Christ, who is forever in-
terceding for sinners by forever offering to
His Father the Sacrifice of the Cross. We
should accustom ourselves and we should
accustom all in our charge to keep in mind
that they do more in Mass than offering the
Sacrifice of the Cross in their own name;
they are accepting the Lord's personal in-
vitation to unite with Him in offering it to
the Father for the sins of the world. It will
mean much more (o us if we are conscious
of this, as we find ourselves making our
way ta Church to offer Mass.

breeds contempt, it makes life downright

sorrowful.

. Better to be dead drunk and promiscuous
is the alternative pre d by the ch
of Bernie (Jim Belushi), who acts as the cor-
rupting antagonist in this often touching,
often vulgar romance.

Debbie (Ms. Moore) takes a sexual fling
with Danny (Lowe) and decides she wants
commitment without really knowing what
that means. Danny is insecure and resistant
to the lasting compromise their living
together seems to be generating. Like so
many couples, they don't know enough
about themselves to make judgments on
any basis other than sexual.

The hard-edged, cynical and sardonic
Bernie expresses an outlook of hopeless
self-gratification in the face of frightening
self-awareness. Belushi is effortless in his
depiction of vulgarity and profanity as a
hedge against responsibility.

Tim Kazurinsky, the TV comie, provides
a seript which emphasizes the pathetic and
laborious gropings of young people who
appear to be caught in a time warp. It is a
1980s drama of sexual politics, but there
isn't any awareness of sexually transmitted
diseases, birth control, women’s rights, etc.
The 1970s play upon which the film is
loosely based, “‘Sexual perversity in
Chicago” by David Mamet, is even less in-
formed,

‘The essential problem with the movie is
that it presents a very narrow slice of ex-
perience and postures it as typical of con-
temporary relationships. Debbie is worried
about integrity and self-respect, Danny is
concerned about his manhood and in-
dependence. This is not so much

anach istic as it is si plisti

The production tries vainly to deal with
complex and troubling moral and social
issues in the context of a likable romance,
but it simply obscures the basic isstie of how
men and women see each other in a world

the results of a recent Harris Poll w?fs;gl
found that 61% of those polled, comparg) |
with only 37% in 1973, favoured a patien', |
right to ask a doctor for “‘termination” gfli
their life. Euphemisms will continue to con
fuse, even more so than with abortion, =
our daily newspapers, articles on euthanas,
now regularly outnumber those on aber
tion.

In support of his warning, Dr. Kor
cites statistics which show that betwes
1990 and 2005, there will be 50 milfie
Americans over the age of 65. Of I
number, almost half will be over the aged!
70, and a good number will be over 80, Th
cost of supporting this huge population wi
be astronomical. The economic probles:|
faced by taxpayers of the future will b
compounded by today’s trend toward smll
families and the fact that more than I’
million future taxpayers (usually referredit
as fetuses), have been aborted in the past I
years. The pressure for cuthanasia wi
become irresistible.
— Reprinted by permission fros

Pro-Life News, Nov.-Dec. 1%

which views marriage as only one of mas
new conjugal options.

For some audiences, the narrative v
seem trite and irrelevant. For others, it m2!

Lol als
He ™,

play as shocking and even informative. Sl
others may suffer from false conclusio®®
when the couple breaks up. Foreign ¥
some, painfully reminiscent to others, ¥
plot concludes on a positive note of poﬂ'b-"
reconciliation but without any evided
upon which this might be based.

There is more than a generation gap?
work. There is a consistent lack of ""j
understanding about the nature of pers™
development by writer, producer, directe”
performer and audience.

Because the film lacks any new insgh!
reasonable moral perspective, relies hﬂ‘“;
on profanity and nudity for effect, and*
fers weak stereotypes of women, the U
Catholic Conference classification B.O g
morally offensive. The Motion P! =

Association of America rating is F
restricted.
. . -

Another offbeat crime rrralo"-"“"".B
“*Agent On Ice' from Shapiro En!‘"’:
ment. The story is about an ex-CIA #
whose life is endangered by both his
government employers and a crim ’w
dicate when the crime boss he was hired
kill seemingly returns from the dead:

The film provides an odd, °ﬁw;
donic, view of its hoodlum si€
which may offend Italian-A
offers too many scenes of 'I-'W""W
bloodshed in relation to the seale of I

o

Because of its explicit emph"“'#
ruthless killing, a sound track r
amplifies the horror of bl "t
needless profanity, the film h"w,at
classified O — morally offensive — ‘o
U.S. Catholic Conference. The M"Mu -
ture Association of America ratiné
restricted,

. . y
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: by Agostino Bono
‘%\ Vatican City (NC) — A universal
I.N@;echism. used as a reference for
o (locally produced catechisms, could
9. end instructions and interpretations
i opposed to official church teachings,
Pope John Paul IT has said. The
ity | pope expressed hope that the univer--
Ve \sal catechism would be ready by
1 1990, the 25th anniversary of the end
n, of the Second Vatican Council.
3 G, ~ He also spoke about a study of the
W, mature of bishops' conferences.
so.! In 1985 extraordinary Synod of
S pishops T ded the hi
hh& and the bishops® conference study.
IM"{ The universal catechism recom-
Oty ‘mendation stems from the “‘demand
in | gurrently felt in the church for a
¢ U, greater clarity and doctrinal security
‘to put an end to teachings or inter-
pretations of faith and morals which
‘disagree among themselves or are op-
posed to the universal magisterium,”
the pope said,
L.LE!; Drafting the universal catechism
% will involve consultations with the
Irm

w o

world’s bisk he told a ting of
the Vatican Curia, the church’s cen-
tral administrative agencies, and car-
dinals in Rome.
On June 10, the Vatican announc-
ed that a 12-member commission had
been formed to prepare the docu-
ment. The commission is to be head-
ed by Cardinal Joseph Ratfinger,
head of the Vatican Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith,
After a draft has been prepared
there will be “‘consultation with the
Eastern churches and with bishops'
conferences,” the pope said.
Il W The pope also announced that a
) synod-recommended study on the

theological and doctrinal nature of .
o bishops’ conferences is to:be headed

! by Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, head
lom of the Vatican Congregation for
Iiog ; Bishops. .
tha.  The study will aim to clarify *‘doc-
- $ trinal and pastoral problems’ ‘that

have arisen because of the growth

and development of bishops’ con-
ferences, he said.

The pope did not mention any
specific problems. During the synod,
however, delegates disagreed about
whether bishops’ conferences shared
in the church's teaching, authority
and about their relationship, lo the
Vatican Curia.

“It is true that there is no lack of
valuable contributions by bishops’:
conferences, but the growth of their
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. terms than subsidiarity in exp

Pope Promotes

Universal Catechism

structures and influences also give
birth to doctrinal and pastoral pro-
blems, resulting from the logic of
their development and their impor-
tance,’ the pope said.

“The desired study, therefore, will
concern doctrinal aspects about the

nature and authority of bishops® con-

ferences,”” he added.

The study will involve consulta-
tions with local church leaders and
Curia officials, the pope said.

Pope John Paul added that the
Vatican hoped to have a preliminary
report ready by autumn on a synod-
recommended study about whether
the concept of subsidiarity as applied
in society can be applied to the
Catholic Church.

The concept of subsidiarity says
that authority and responsibility for
issues should be exercised at the
lowest level of society capable of

" dealing with the specific matter.

The pope said the study of sub-
sidiarity is “‘strictly linked to that of
the nature and scope of bishops’ con-
ferences,"

But among church structures, com-
munion and participation are better
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PICTURED at the recent retirement pnn“y for Sister Florence Morrison, csm, left, administrator of the

R.K. MacDonald Nursing Home, are Sister Marie Kelly, csm, board member; and Sister Therese LeBlanc,

general superior.

Pope Visits Colombia

: Leaders Told To Work for Peace

{a, Colombia (NC) — Pope

hierarchical relationships, he said.
The study of subsidiarity is being
done by the Council of the Synod
General Secretariat, which plans to
examine the preliminary report at its
autumn meeting, he said:
The pope did not say if the

" preliminary results would be made

public.

Pope John Paul noted that his
predecessors, Popes Pius X1 and Pius
X11, had said that subsidiarity is valid
for general society but should be ap-
plied “‘without prejudice to the
hierarchical structure” of the church.

Subsidiarity is “‘a subtle question,
which originates in problems of a
social, not ecclesial, nature,’ the
pope said.

To avoid using the term *‘sub-
sidiarity,” Vatican II and the Code
of Canon Law ‘‘have encouraged
participation and communion among
church organisms,”” the pope added.

*As you can see, it is not only a
question of terminology, but also of
concepts,”’ he said.

“The conciliar ecclesiology, rich in
new ideas and terms, is also careful
not to create unnecessary lensions
between the theological and pastoral
order,”" he said.

John Paul II asked Colombian and
political leaders to work for a society
where “‘violence and terrorism shall
not extend their tragic and macabre
empire."’

On his first day in the
predominantly Catholic nation
plagued by guerrilla warfare, a
massive illegal drug trade and
economic problems, Pope John Paul
also called for an ‘‘international
solidarity which today should be aim-
ed at the problem of the foreign
debt."

“With sorrow we witness the
repeated attacks on peace made by
the various forms of violence, the ex-
treme and nefarious expression of
which is terrorism,"” the pope told the
leaders after his flight from Rome to
Bogota.

““This has its roots in political and
economic factors, which are ag-
gravated by the interference of
ideologies, foreign powers and, not
infrequently, the breakdown of fun-
damental moral values.” 4

Pope John Paul said it was his
primary duty ‘‘to plead for peace
before a mankind which is seriously
threatened by the scourge of
violence,””

He said the moral anxiety of Latin

American youths “is fed by the
phenomenon of violence, unemploy-
ment, marginalization and other fac-
tors which produce disturbances,
threatening peaceful human har-
mony.""

Contributing to Colombia’s pro-
blems is *‘the grave economic crisis
affecting the world in the past few
years and which has taken root
especially  in the less  fortunate
countries. The difficulties faced by
the more developed countries have
caused themto resolve their own pro-
blems by taking measures which have
made more critical still the situation
of those countries which arc not as
prosperous.”’

“Here can be seen the urgent need
for international solidarity which to-
day should be especially aimed at the
problem of the foreign debt.”

Among domestic factors to be
overcome are ‘‘violence, insecurity,
contraband, unjust distribution of
the wealth, illegal economic activities
and . . . the massive transfer of
capital, indisf ble for d i
needs, abroad."”

In a speech to priests at Bogota's
cathedral, the pope said Christian
human promotion and liberation
“‘can only be done according to the
example of Jesus and in the light of

the Gospel, which prohibits recourse
to methods of hate and violence."”

“The task of the church, in con-
tributing to social liberation, must
have as a starting point the clear
realization that the primary liberation
which must be gotten for man is
liberation from sin and moral evil,”
he said.

Priests should be concerned about
human promotion but ‘‘the essential
mission of the priest is found in the
Eucharist.”"

“Without an attitude of con-
templative faith and evangelical
poverty, all you do is conduct people
to another form of oppression.’

The pope's July 1-7 trip took him
to 11 Colombian cities.

The pope refused requests for
meetings with at least two of Colom-
bia’s guerrilla groups which wanted
him to serve as a mediator.

In a question-and-answer session
with journalists on the flight from
Rome, Pope John Paul said he saw
no need to mediate between guerrillas
and the government.

“Colombia has institutions and
authorities, and these are responsible
for resolving these problems because
the guerrilla activity is certainly an in-
ternal problem of a country, of a
society,” he said.
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. Church Groups Call for

Cessation of Salvadoran Aid

Qal

dorian government and all ap-

Repr atives from C
church and aid organizations have
called upon External Affairs Minister
Joe Clark to suspend the recently ap-
proved S8 million Canadian
bilateral aid package for El Salvador,
following the abductions and deten-
tion of 14 Salvadorian human rights
workers by the Salvadorian security
forces in recent weeks.

Speaking in Ottawa on behall of
the Inter-Church Committee for
Human Rights in Latin America and
the Canadian Council for. Interna-
tional Cooperation, a coalition of
non-government organizations which
includes CUSO, Inter Pares,
OXFAM-Canada, and the United
Church of Canada, Enrique Brieba
{United Church) said that the arrests
are part of a ‘“‘well orchestrated
plan’’ by the Duarte government and
the Salvadorian armed forces 1o
disrupt the work of independent
human rights and humanitarian aid
organizations in that country.

“These actions call into serious
question the Canadian Government’s
contention that human rights and
democracy have advanced in El
Salvador 1o a point where Canadian
bilateral aid is now justified and can
make an effective contribution™, he
added.

Members of the independent
_ Human Rights Commission of El
- R ° Salvador and CO-MADRES, a Com-
mittee of Mothers of the Disap-
peared, were among those arrested
between May 20 and May 29. Since
its formation in 1978 the Commission
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:ﬂ",n has brought to world attention the
gﬂ”ﬂ forced disappearance of more than
ae¢ 6,000 Salvadorians, and has worked

0 for a peaceful resolution of a civil

+ war which has taken the lives of more
than 60,000 people. 1t has been
nominated three times for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

“We are calling upon the Cana-

g dian Government (o seek the freedom
Y of those detained', Meyer
Brownstone, OXFAM-Canada’s
chairman said. *The recently signed
Memorandum of Understanding
between Canada and El Salvador for
Bilateral Aid should be suspended
until human rights of Salvadorian

si§ citizens are respected by the
‘.-nf"] Salvadorian government and Armed
g,d Faorces.™
"b‘& Besides credit for the purchase of
¥ Canadian fertilizer, the Agreement
py! establishes the El Salvador/Canada
i e Development Fund in El Salvador to
g’ which local agencies can apply for

2 funds, This Fund, created by the sale
of fertilizer by the Salvadorian
government, is to be administered by
CIDA. Nevertheless the Fund re-
mains the legal property of the

proved projects will be reported to
the Ministry of Planning.

Since the announcement last year,
Canadians MNon-Government
Organizations and churches with
many years of experience working in
E! Salvador have expressed grave
fears for the personal security and the

_ confidentiality of the programs of in-

dependent Salvadorian agencies who
apply for funds.

The initial arrests in El-Salvador
were followed by a press conference
May 30 at which Treasury Police, the
most feared of the three Salvadorian
security forees, brought forward one
of the detainees who made accusa-
tions against church and aid workers,

asserting that they had direct and in-

direct ties with the armed opposition,
the FMLN.

Brieba commented, “‘International
human rights organizations have
documented similar cases of false ac-
cusations arising from psychological
and physical torture. The purpose is
to deflect attention from the
Salvadorian government's human
rights violations."

Salvadorian church and
humanitarian agencies are meeting
the material needs of the urban and
rural poor, as well as the immediate

needs of more than one million
displaced civilians affected by
military operations that have bombed
their homes and burned their goods

and crops, points out Brownstone of
OXFAM-Canada. B

“The displaced do not want to
become refugees in their own coun-
try. They are asking these agencies
for assistance to return to rebuild
their lives in their traditional com-
munities. The Salvadorian Govern-
ment has sanctioned the military
operations that remove them from
their place of origin. Canadian NGOs
cannot suggest to the Salvadorian
organizations with which we work
that they co-operate with aid pro-
grams sanctioned by a government
which is bombing the people they are
trying to help.""

He adds, “‘Recent arrests by the
Treasury Police and denunciations of
these same agencies can only confirm
the dangers within which they must
work and commit their lives."

Canadian aid to the Salvadorian
Government, however humanitarian
in intent, is not a neutral contribution

to peaceful dialogue, says
Brownstone.
“In fact, we believe that it

diminishes Canada’s capacity and
potential role in promoting a political
solution by allying itself with one par-
ty to the confict. It signals to other
countries that Canada is following
the lead of American policy for El
Salvador, Canada should be playing
a more substantial role in urging
dialogue.”"

Pontiff Urges Nations

To Use Space for Peace

by Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has urged nations to develop
“‘joint agreements'' for development
of “‘peaceful uses of space resources’
to unite the human family *‘in justice
and peace”’.

The pope spoke June 20 to a Pon-
tifical Academy of Sciences study
group exploring **remote sensing and
its impact on developing countries."

The pope also criticized politicians
for preventing everyone in the world
from having enough to eat.

“The resources of science make it
possible to feed the whole human
family,” the pope said.

But, he said, “*there is still a lack of
firm determination in political circles
to make proper use of technological
means'' toward this end.

The pope said that remote sensing,
which enables scientists to survey
huge expanses of the carth's surface
via satellites, could lead to increased
food production. He urged them to
use remote sensing for *‘the improve-
ment of soil condition, forecasting
and increasing the development of

crop harvesting, both in quantity and
quality, and the introduction of new
crops.'"

At the meeting, the pope also voic-
ed satisfaction with the concluding
statement of an October 1984 science
academy study group.

The 1984 group urged a ban on
militarization of space and said that
1 is essential to prevent a spiral of
competitive deployment of weapons
in space."'

The 1984 group also called for “'an
international treaty” with the pur-
pose of “*banning the placement and
testing of all weapons in outer space,
on the moon, and all other celestial
bodies, and in banning tests of anti-
satellite weapons, wherever located."

The document also noted that use
of space technology “'is proving to be
an almost essential technology for
locating, managing and caring for
our renewable and non-relicvable
resources, particularly mineral ex-
ploration, agriculture, forestry and
land use’ and urged further study in
this area.

Catholics Detained
In South Africa

Pretoria, South Africa (NC) — A
top official of the southern African
bishops’ conference and several other
Catholics were detained June 12 in
an ecarly morning, nationwide
crackdown by South African police,
a conference spokesman said.

Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa,
conference secretary general, was
among those taken into custody, said
Noel Bruyns, conference information
officer. In addition, the offices of the
bishops' conference newspaper, the
New Mation, were raided by police
who confiscated documents and
posters, he said.

The church workers, several of
whom were involved with social ac-
tion and justice cc ittees, were

the state of emergency.

The emergency was declared short-
ly before the 10th anniversary of the
June 16, 1976, Soweto township
riots. The Soweto incident touched
off more than a year of violent
clashes between authorities and anti-
apartheid demonstrators in which by
official count 700 pcople, mostly

_ black, died.

Archbishop Denis Hurley of Dur-
ban, president of the Southern
African Catholic Bishops' Con-
ference, said June 13 that a “long,
hard siege” is under way, and it
“‘must end with black government."’

“‘The black people have taken their
destiny in their own hands,"” the ar-
hbishop added.

swept up in a wave of detentions
following the South African govern-
ment's declaration of a national state
of emergency at 12:01 a.m. June 12
(5:01 p.m. EDT June 11).

Among the detainees was Johannes
Phate, a deacon, who also is a
regional coordinator of the National
Union of Mineworkers; Sister Ber-
nard Ncube, a member of the Compa-
nions of St. Angela and president of
a women’s organization connected to
the anti-apartheid United Democratic
Front; and two lecturers at St.
Joseph's Scholasticate outside Pieter-
maritzburg, South Africa: Oblate
Father Theo Kneifel and Redemp-
torist Father Larry Kaufmann.

Police arrested 21 seminarians
from St. Joseph’s when they joined
several hundred students from near-
by Matal University marching to the
local police station to protest the ar-
rests of the priests and others.

Police also surrounded the house
of Father Emil Blaser, a Dominican
priest who heads the Joh burg,

Bruyns said the police sweep “*has
been in the cards for some time now
as the Minister of Law and Order,
Mr. Louis Le Grange, had threatened
to resort to drastic means to stop
celebrations this weekend” com-
memorating the Soweto uprising.

A South African Catholic lay
group called for worldwide prayer
and fasting to mark the Soweto an-
niversary.

Father Mkhatshwa, a well-known
opponent of apartheid and the con-
ference's first black secretary general,
already faces trial on a charge of
unlawful possession of a firearm. He
was detained on that charge early in
the morning May 16 after police raid-
ed his parish in Soshunguve
Township near Pretoria.

Father Francis George, Rome vicar
general of the Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate, reported a raid on the In-
stitute of Contextual Theology in
Natal. The institute recently was in-
volved with the Kairos Document, an
ically endorsed piece urging

South Africa, diocesan justice and
reconciliation commission, but did
not detain him, Bruyns said.

During the raid on the New Nation
offices, staff members sent a telex
message saying: ““We are under ar-
rest. Can't phone. Please inform
Sisulu (the editor) and the press that
we have been under siege for two
hours,"

The police sweep netted leaders of
major South African anti-apartheid,
student and labor organizations who
were detained under emergency laws
which allow authorities to hold them
14 days without giving a reason.

The Johannesburg Star reported
June 12 that it had the names of at
least 60 people of all races who had
been detained. Officially confirmed
reports from Durban, South Africa,
said 1,000 people were detained na-
tionwide within the first 20 hours of

church groups to oppose South
Africa's strict system of racial
segregation, apartheid.

Holy Family Sister Joy Smith, o
South African on the order’s general
council in Rome, said June 13 she
had been contacted by the South
African provincial after a June 12
raid on the order's headquarters in
Johannesburg.

The provincial reported that six

French

F

Missionary
Released -'

Manila, Philippines (NC) — A
French missionary was released after
being held for three weeks on the
Philippine island of Mindanao by
Kidnappers claiming to be Moslem

separatists.

After arriving in Manila, the na-
tional capital, Father Michel de
Gigord, 46, said he was “‘happy to be
free’ and that he needed *a little bit
of rest, but nothing much more than ]
that.”

Father de Gigord, a member of the
Paris Foreign Mission Society and a
chaplain at the University of Min-
danao in the predominantly Moslem
city of Marawi, was kidnapped from
his residence June 4. He was released
June 24 in Binidayan, a Mindanao
town about 500 miles south of
Manila.

The priest said he did not know the
names of his captors, but they told |
him they were members of the Moro r

National Liberation Front, a Moslem
separatist group.

He said he was held in four dif-
ferent locations and was fed dried
fish and rice,

I was treated well, exactly like my
guards,” he said.

The kidnappers at first demanded
$15,000 ransom and 20 rifles for
Father de Gigord's release,

Philippine military officials said no
ransom was paid. The officials said
the kidnappers demanded as & condi-
tion for the missionary’s release that
they not be identified.

Father de Gigord was accompanied
to Manila by two Mindanao Moslem
leaders who helped gain his release,

including Ali Dimap former
governor of Mindanao’s Lanao del
Sur province.

A few days after the kidnapping,
Bishop Bienvenido Tudtud of
Marawi said the priest was kidnapped
for blaming former university ad-
ministrators for mishandling about
65 million pesos ($3.3 million) in
school funds,

Observers said Father de Gigord
had criticized Dimaporo, who recent-
ly was removed as university presi-
dent and provincial governor.
Dimaporo, an ally of deposed Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos, controls one
of the largest private armies in the
Philippines.

Dimaporo has denied any role in
the kidnapping.

Concern

Expressed
’ iinih
By John Thavis

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has expressed concern for
political prisoners in his native
Poland, saying their plight was a

-questi of fund: I human ~
.rights.

] want to express my concern for
all our co-nationals in prison, in par-
ticular for those held for their convic-
tions,” the pope told a group of
Polish pilgrims at a recent weekly
.general audience.

“It is a question of a fundamental
right of man,” he said, speaking in
:Polish.

The pope also referred to a recent
statement by Poland’s bishops which
drew attention to the issue of political
prisoners. While communist
authorities have granted amnesties
over the last several years, more ar-
rests have occurred, Many have been
“investigative arrests’” which do not
require court action or presentation
of formal charges.

The Polish government has refused
to provide statistics on political
prisoners in 1986, but according to
opposition and diplomatic sources,
more than 250 people are being held
for political activities.

In early June, Polish authorities
announced the arrest of Zbigniew
Bujak, reportedly the underground
‘leader of the illegal trade union
Solidarity. Two other underground
leaders reportedly were arrested at
the same time.

policemen searched the house and
questioned lay staff, especially
Africans, about what groups had met
at the headquarters. Sister Smith said
the headquarters are used for
retreats, workshops and meetings.

Concerning the June 12 detentions,
South Africar President Pieter W,
Botha was quoted in a government
publication as saying “‘cir e
have arisen. . . which seriousl
threaten the safety of the republic.”

The state-run South African
Broadcasting Corp. said in a com-
mentary that “‘the state today is fac-
ed with the duty of restoring law and
order throughout South Africa,”

However, a member of the Indian
house of the South African parlia-
ment said the detentions could trigger
“chaos and total disregard for law
and order."

WE LEPERS . . .NEED YOU

We are 15 million people like you. Except that we have no health, no
work, no home, no medical care, ne dignity, no hape. You can provide
all of these with dollars given in Christian love,

ST. MICHAEL LEPER FUND
BELFAST, RT. 3, IONA, P.E.I. COA 1A0
(WITH ECCLESIASTICAL APPROYAL)
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