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ROME (NC) — Church involy
RC ement in the Philippines' -
AT i St
A ] 4]

the ’hgddin'? of blood and maybe the :om::::kbt:ﬁ:oﬁgl?::;
?k:;u ?!:E: ul;: ;?31 nll;nkome alrport press conference March
. ) ¢ Influence of the bishops and the church i
:::g ;ut beautifully.” The cardinal also said that ou:l:d“l’mﬂ-t-

erdinand Marcos was so bad that his government might
have been an Old Testnmemﬁtyle punishment fi

Filipinos'
sins. The cardinal said that Pope John Paul 11 m.? b
P rted th
Filipino bishops who had criticized government ele:tip:n fraud?
During the crisis the bishops accused the government of then-
President Marcos of fraud in the election count.
- L] -

BOGOTA, Colo_labln (NC) — An undetermined number of
rebels from Colombia’s M-19 group hijacked three buses March
5in an effort to get an audience with the pope during his July 1-7
visit. A spokesman for the Colombian bishops said the heavy
itinerary during Pope John Paul II's visit would make meeting
the guerrillas impossible: The guerrillas ordered bus drivers to
drive to 2 Catholic seminary near the town of Zipaquira, 25
miles north of Bogota, where they handed over a statement seek-
ing @ meeting with the pope. The statement said the guerrillas
promised not to disrupt the papal visit. The rebels released the
buses, carrying 84 factory workers, after about three hours, and

there was no violence, officials said.
- L] L]

MANILA, Philippines (NC) — A spokesman for the
apostolic nunciature to the Philippines has denied that the nun-
cio tried to influence the Philippine bishops’ February 14 state-
ment on dgc presidential elections, But the nunciature refused to
respond directly to assertions by Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila
that _lhc nuncio, Archbishop Bruno Torpigliani, served as a
pipe]_mc to the Vatican for former first lady Imelda Marcos. The
cardinal’s remarks were contained in a February 21 interview ap-
pearing in the February 28 issue of Asia Focus, a Hong Kong-
based Catholic weekly. Responding to written questions from
National-Catholic News Service regarding those remarks, the
nuncio supplied a general statement, dated 1984, about the
church and politics.

- - -

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Representatives of U.S. nuns met
with Vatican officials February 28 and March 1 to discuss con-
cerns such as the involvement of U.S. sisters in social issues, the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious said. The agenda of
the meetings, the organization said in a brief statement March 3,
“focused on three areas: the involvement of United States sisters
in social problems and initiatives; the relationship between
LCWR and church officials; and interaction between LCWR
and church groups.” The statement said that ‘‘participants
characterized the meetings as useful in promoting increased
understanding and co-operation’’ and described the exchange as
*‘frank and spirited.” LCWR leaders met with officials from the
Vatican Congregation for Religious and Secular Institutes, in-
cluding Cardinal Jean Jerome Hamer, head of the congregation.

- - -

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul IT would be will-
ing to meet Polish Premier Wojciech Jaruzelski at the Vatican if
the Polish leader requests it, said Msgr. Giulio Nicolini, Vatican
press spokesman. Msgr. Nicolini issued a brief statement March
3 after news reports from the Polish capital of Warsaw said
Jaruzelski wants to make an official visit to Italy later this year
and include a papal meeting in his schedule. If Jaruzelski visits
Italy, a meeting with the Polish-born pope *‘could be possible in
the Vatican if it is requested according to protocol,” Msgr.
Nicolini said. Jaruzelski met the pope in Warsaw in 1983 during
a papal visit to Poland.

- - -

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Nicaraguan Foreign Minister
Father Miguel D'Escoto, a suspended Catholic priest, is using
the Way of the Cross as a ‘‘demagogic manipulation’’ to get the
country’s Catholics to support the Sandinista government, said
the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano. In a front-page
editorial March 2, the newspaper said Father D'Escoto was
leading a 14-day, 180-mile Way of the Cross throughout
Nicaragua. The event has the ‘‘declaredly political aim'" of get-
ting Nicaraguans “to put their faith at the service of the San-
dinista regime, to instigate the people against their pastors,”’ the
editorial said. The editorial noted that the Nicaraguan bishops
have strongly criticized the government for restricting religious
liberty. Father D’Escoto is trying to drive a wedge between the
bishops and the people and has used the Way of the Cross to
criticize Cardinal Miguel Obando Bravo of Managua,

Nicaragua, it added.
- - -
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Archbishop John Quinn, head of
the papal commission studying religious life in the United St_at:s.
briefed Pope John Paul 11 on the study March 3 at the Vat'can.
The San Francisco archbishop said he told the pope that a recent
meeting of specialists from disciplines such as §nlhr9pology and
history “‘seemed to have a consensus that religious h‘fc generally
is in good condition, notwithstanding some dif} !‘lculues here and
there which are a part of life." Archbishqp Quinn, w%ac_, also at-
tended meetings at the Vatican Congregation for Rchgl_oys an_d
Secular Institutes during his February 28 to March 6 visit, said
that the pope “‘was very responsive and expressed a great deal of

interest in the study."
L

MANILA, Philippines (NC) — Cardinal Jai[r[c §m of
Manila has cr'i:iciudpgmc apostolic nuncio to the Philippines as
being a pipeline to the Vatican for first lady ImFIda Marcos dur-
ing the country’s post-election crisis. The cardinal spok_e abo_ut
the nuncio and events surrounding the February 7 presidential
election in a February 21 interview appearing in the February 28
issue of Asia Focus, a Hong Kong-based Catholic weekly. Mrs.

ilippines i husband

Marcos left the Philippines February 25 with her :

deposed President Ferdinand Marcos. Cardinal F;:n 15_:|d I.!hcl ]],:(Ty
i i Torpigliani, *‘is too much. The lirs

sl ¢ wants, he calls Rome

nu io and tells him what sh
T e suggestion and then he would

and passes it along as his own tion and t! :
chp here to tell me what to do.” Can;lmal_Sln said the Vanclan
g0l its information on the Philippine situation from the nuncio.

St. Martha’s Is Site

DHCC Sets Education Workshop

There will be a special education
workshop for the region of An-
tigonish County on the topic of the
Church’s role in health and healing,
sponsared by the Diocesan Health
Co%eh Councll, Saturday, April 5.

¢ cvent, organized by the An-
tigonish Regional Committee of the
Health Care Council, is scheduled for
St. Martha's School of Nursing
auditorium for 1:30 p.m.

Special guest speaker will be Dr.
Richard Haughian of Ottawa. Dr.
Haughian serves as director of educa-
tion o}' the Catholic Health Associa-
tion of Canada. He is responsible for
the organization of the Assaciation’s
annual meeting in May in Halifax, on
the theme of *‘Creating Alternative
Futures in Health Care."

Dr. Haughian led similar
workshops in Inverness and Rich-
:ng:rsld counties for the DHCC in

He is expecied to speak on Chris-
tian holistic health care in Cannda to-
day, and promote lay involvement in
the development of Christian health
care projects in the area.

In addition to Dr. Haughian, three
local resource people, involved in
Christian Health Care, will serveona
panel presentation. These include
Cathy LeBlanc, volunteer co-
ordinator at the R.K. MacDonald
Nursing Home and Guest House, and
Shirley Young, administrator of St.
Martha's Hospital.

Besides the educational input, the
cvent is designed to elicit the ideas of
the participants as to what projects
the church should be actively pro-
moting in the way of holistic health
care for Antigonish County.

The event follows on the heels of
two parish Awareness Sessions held
in February in Antigonish town and

Ecumenical

Service

Held

Area professionals in the health
care field attended a Therapeia
prayer breakfast last Wednesday
moming in the Nurses Residence
Auditorium at St. Martha's Hospital.

The ical service opened at
7:45 a.m. with an introduction by
Anne Campbell of the Therapeia
Association, followed by the opening
hymn, “Here I Am Lord". Accom-
panist for the singing was Russell
Alcorn.

Mary Smith of the St. Martha's
Hospital staff recited the opening
prayer, calling on Christ as the Great
Healer to, **fill the hearts of all who
serve the sick and afflicted, with your
power, love and compassion so that
they may be true instruments of your
will." J

Another hospital staff member,
Bernie Purcell, presented a reading
from the prophet Isaiah.

Sister Antoinette Chiasson of the
Bethany Center staflf gave a slide

i to the particip She

Tracadie, The Antigonish event was
held at St. Ninfan's Parish Hall for
the Catholic parishes of the western
end of the county, while the Tracadie
event drew parishioners from
Heatherton, St. Andrews, Havre
Boucher as well as Tracadie,

The!

The Diocesan Health Care Council
Is in its third year of existence as an
organization committed to the
development of holistic health care
programs and projects throughout
the diocese, It currently has opera-
tional structures in the regions of Pie-

tou, Inverness County, Including
Cheticamp, Richmond County,
Glace Bay:-New Waterford, and is
currently doing awareness and educa-
tional events in Sydney, and the
regions of North Side-Victoria as well
s Antigonish,
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100 in Attendance

Youth Leaders Workshop Held

Close to 100 youth ministers from
throughout the Diocese of An-

mecting with local young people.
Joe Walsh, leader of the team, ad-
i 1 the gathering giving a vision

tigonish met in Port H y on
March 8 for a Youth Leaders
Workshop, conducted by the Na-
tional Evangelization Team (NET)
from St. Paul, Minnesota. The team
is a group of 12 young adults who
have received extensive training and
experience in the area of youth
ministry. The team was in the dlﬁ

for several days leading

of youth ministry reflecting the
thinking of the Rite of Christian In-
itintion of Adults (RCIA). Several
workshops were also offered, the
topics of which included Music and
Games in Youth Ministry; A Catholic
Vision of Evangelization; NET For-
mation; Small Group Dynamics; and
Youth, Lay Ministries, and Service.

Rev. Ray Huntley, director of the
Diocesan Office for Youth Ministry,
Sydney, indicated that youth
ministers in the diocese appreciated
the opportunity to gather, discuss
problems, concerns, and hopes for
the youth of the diocese.

The day concluded with a time of
prayer and worship. It is hoped that
similar gatherings will be held on a
regular basis in the future.

Arms

By John Thavis *

Yatlean City (NC) — Cardinal
Agostino Casaroli, Vatican secretary
of state, has called arms sales to poor
countries ‘‘one of the gravest
threats’’ to world peace.

Speaking at a U.N.-sponsored Day
of Peace celebration in Vienna,
Austria, March 6, the cardinal also
urged world powers to move beyond
the “‘precarious and uncertain
peace’ based on the ‘“balance of
nuclear terror.”

The text of his talk was made
public by the Vatican.

“‘General peace Is still constantly
endangered by the extension that
local conflicts can take on,”’ Cardinal
.Casaroli said. Without naming
specific countries, he said that some
**great and lesser powers"” keep these
conflicts going by providing arms.

“The arbitrary sale of arms,
especially to poor countries, remains
one of the gravest threats to peace at
the present time,"" he said.

The 7l-year-old Italian cardinal
said it was the Vatican's position that
“only a world public authority”
could neutralize all threats to peace

The closing prayer for the service
was offered by Mary Smith. Then
everyone sang the hymn, '‘What-
soever You Do,

Breakfast followed the prayers and
SOngs.

The ing' came to a

enhanced the slides with reflection:
on Christian health care service,

At the conclusion of the show,
Sister Clare Marie, of Bethany,

*s agend
close with Anne Campbell addressing
the participants on the work of
Therapeia, its purposes and objec-

Sales Criticized

by guaranteeing negotiations when
wars break out. Until such an
authority is established, he said, ex-

? e Sations af

should be banned *'here and now.”
Echoing the words of Pope John
Paul II's 1986 World Peace Day
g1 rdinal Casaroli said

isting g
cooperation should be encouraged.

The cardinal said there were moral
objections to be raised to the current
East-West policy of maintaining a
balance in nuclear weapons. Both
sides, he said, realize that a nuclear
war would be “‘collective suicide.”
But he warned that this kind of
balance ‘‘could, at a given moment,
give way to despair or to the folly of
rash adventure,"

**Justice demands that the real pro-
blem — mutual, simultancous and
controlled disarmament, down to the

world peace is impossible without
economic fairness.

“‘Relationships of dependence and

ploitation foster fr i and
reactions which are at the root of
many wars of liberation or of internal
revolts,”" he said.

Aid to poor nations must not take
on forms of *‘neo-colonialism,"” but
should promote self-reliance, he said.
He said the current Third World debt
Crisis illustrates how poor nations
have been led into "financial blind
alleys."” Lenders should evaluate the

istakes that have been made, look-

lowest level of ¢ | arma-
ment — should be courageously en-
visaged, negotiated and applied,’ the
cardinal said. *'Recent developments
in the East-West negotiations give the
world fresh reasons to hope."

He also said chemical weapons

ing closely at “‘the mechanisms which
have been the cause of this,”” he said.

The peace day was sponsored by
the U.N. Organization for Industrial
Develor and the I ional
Atomic Energy Agency.

Les Filles de Jesus Hold
Provincial Chapter Meeting

Twenty-four delegates of Les Filles
de Jesus of the Maritime Provinces
gathered at their Provincial House in
Moncton from March 5 to March 12
for the second session of their Pro-
vincial Chapter 1986,

The first session had been held dur-
ing the Christmas holidays at which
time these delegates had elected the

MASS FOR SHUT-INS
Rev. Jim Oliver, St. Joseph’s Parish, Sydney, will prgii.c;: :l
this Sunday’s televised Eucharistic celebration from the Sydney

studio of the ATY network. Air time is 12:30 p.m.

P d the i tives,
T2y ANTIGONISH DIOCESE
TR »
Official
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 1986

April 7 Holy Name Parish .......ccocoiiiiiiinneanes Westville
April 8 Stella Maris Parish .......00000iiias SR Pictou
April 9 St. Gregory's Parish ......ooooviiiiiniins New Glasgow
April 10 St. Theresa’s Parish ..........ccovviiininiaans Sydney
April 15 Holy Cross Parish ... .....Pomqguet
April 16  Holy Family Parish .......... ATy Y Eskasoni
April 2821 Our Lady of the Assumption Parish ............. Arichat
April 20 St. Francis de Sales Parish ....... Lower River Inhabitants
April 30 St. Margaret's Parish ..... SRR S West Bay Road
May S St. Columba Parish .........coovisiiavassinassies

May 5§ Immaculate Conception Parish .

May 6 St. Barra'’s Parish .......o0000e . .Christmas Island
May 6 Stella Maris Parish .......c0000000es R, Louisbourg
May 7 St. Andrew'sParish .......oocormresissnnnsnns Boisdale
May 7 Holy Rosary Parish ... Westmount
May 16  St.Peter’sParish .......oooiiiiiiiiaa, Larry's River
May 20 Mount Carmel Parish ..................New Waterford
May 21 Immaculate Conception Parish ...... ... Sydney Mines
May 22 PIOs PR .o vvimvniannpapsesanissivd Sydney Mines
May 26 Immaculate Conception Parish ... .. +eees. West Arichat
May 27 St. Joseph's Parish .. .covvvererinvrinrnnes Petit de Grat
May 28 St. Louls Parish ,..c.cvvveivinmmversnonsssiss Louisdale
June 4 St. ColumbaParish ......ovvneevarrronnnss Lakevale
June § St. George's Parish . ....... M PR ol e MO r Georgeville
October 20 Holy Cross Parish Glace Bay
October 21 St, Leo’s Parish ., ..o0cvvvviicniinnes . .Glace Bay
October 22 Holy Family Parish ......coooveanenns —— Glace Bay
Nov. § Starof theSca Patish ......covvvvnvives LR Canso

—“.—m.—L

four deleg: to the General Chapter
to be held in France next summer,

For this second session, Les Filles
de Jesus welcomed Sister Ellen Mar-
tin, General Superior, who had come
from Paris for the occasion.

Somewhat like the bishops who
met as a synod in Rome last fall 1o
evaluate the after-effects of Vatican
Council 11, the delegates of Les Filles
de Jesus wanted to confront their
way of living to their Rule of Life as
approved by the Church in 1983,

NET Team Talks to
500 Young People

The National Ew.nselizati_on Team

work done by the team. Using music,
I sharings, skits, and Liturgy,

(NET) from St. Paul, N
recently spoke with over 500 young
people during a visit to the Diocese of
Anti: i i

the team shared the message of the
Gospel with the youth, Evaluations,

gonish. The team, c ing of
10 young adults between the ages of
19 and 27 years spent five days in the
aren giving retreats and rallies to
young people in St. Andrews, An-
tigonish County, Stellarton, Pictou,
County, Larry's River, Guysborough
County and Mabou, Inverness Coun-
ty.

NET is a retreat ministry working
out of the St. Paul Youth Center
since 1968, Various teams from the
center leave for six-month periods
travelling throughout North America
hosting youth events. The team
receives training in scripture, church
teaching, and other areas of youth
ministry.

Rev. Ray Huntley, director of the
Office of Youth Ministry for the
Diocese of Antigonish, Sydney, ex-
pressed great satisfaction with the

completed by the young people in-
dicated that the sessions were very
well received and expressed the desire
that a similar team return to the
diocese.

During the retreats young people
were encouraged to learn more about
Jesus, the Bible, and the Church in
an attempt to cope with the
numerous difficulties facing young
people today. Young people were
nlso_ encouraged to return to their
parishes and through other youth ac-
tivities, such as youth groups, con-
tinue the work begun during the
retreats.

A leaders’ workshop was also part
of the program for the team during
its time in the diocese. The team left
to continue similar programs in the
Diocese of Bathurst, N.B,

Pope Considers Canadian Visit

Vatican Clty (NC) — Pope John
Paul Il has expressed a desire to visit
Indians in the Northwest Territories,
a stop he cancelled during his
September 1984 visit to Canada,

The pope made his remarks after
meeting March 6 with Canada's
governor general, Jeanne Sauve,

"l must make a complementary

visit to Canada to meet the Indians,"*
the pope said. **They have come here
Iwo times to ask for it."

Pope John Paul was scheduled to
visit Indians and Eskimos at Fort
Simpson, Northwest Territories,
Sept. 18, 1984, but had to cancel
because of heavy fog. About 5,000

[Tum to Pg. 2, Col. 4)
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Pro-Life Concerns Discussed

In-vitro Fertilization Criticized

by Sister Mary Ann Walsh
and Greg Erlandson
(NC News Service)

In-vitro fertilization could become
a totalitarian tool and a means of
dangerously altering human life, even
to the point of possibly creating *‘so-
called humsters,’” a cross between a
human and hamster, a Belgian physi-
cian warned a pro-lifc meeting in
Rome March 1.

A spokeswoman for a U.S.
research facility said such a hybrid
was impossible.

“Human life itself will be subor-
dinated ultimately to the will" of the
state, said Dr. Philippe Schepens,
general  secretary of the World
Federation of Doctors Who Respect
Human Life.

The pro-life federation has 210,000
members in 35 countries.

Schepens, speaking against in-vitro
fertilization in an address to the In-
ternational Right to Life Federation,
meeting in Rome February 28 to
March 2, claimed that the technigue
may be leading to | i
hybrids created in the laboratory.

But genetic experts contacted in
the United States said such hybridiza-
tion is almost impossible.

Schepens, an car, nose and throat
specialist, represented the Vatican at
the 1985 general assembly of the
World Medical Association in
Brussels, Belgium.

He told the international right-to-
life federation that scientists working
on in-vitro fertilization '‘must ex-
pect” to be lured by governments in-
to “‘making citizens'' in the same way
that physicists were lured into mak-
ing atomic weapons.

“We must not underestimate the
power of this kind of biological war-
fare,”” the doctor said. *'In-vitro fer-
tilization and embryo transfer, if fur-
ther developed, will be a most effi-
cient weapon in the hand of a govern-
ment” willing to create its own
citizens.

Schepens said that experimenters
in in-vitro fertilization *‘are definitely
perpetrating much more ‘risky’ ex-
periments than the ones they
publish.’"

The risks, he added, are not only
risks to the embryos but also “'risks
regarding the ethical acceptability of
their experiments.’"

He particularly scored experiments
in parthenogenesis, the rep i
of a biological individual without the
participation of male reproductive
cells.

“In mammals and humans it is
achieved by the merging of two
oocytes,"” Schepens said. Oocytes are
unfertilized female reproductive
cells.

Schepens said he had heard of one
case in which two oocytes from the
same woman were used to create an
embryo.

He later told National Catholic
Mews Service that he could not docu-
ment such an experiment, though he
“had heard" it spoken about infor-

mally at the World Medical Associa-
tion general assembly, where an cn-
tire day was devoted to discussing in-
vitro fertilization.

Dr. John Golin, an associate pro-
fessor of biology at The Catholic
University of America in
Washington, said that while such ex-
periments have been done with the
reproductive cells of fish, we knew of
no such experiments with higher
forms of life, including humans.

Schepens also condemned the crea-
tion of human-animal hybrids, which
he referred to as “‘the so-called
humsters."

“Those human-hamster hybrids,”
he told the federation, “‘were ap-
parently killed in the early stages of
development.”

The creation of such hybrids, he
added, ''raises, in my opinion, such
unsolvable ethical problems that it
should be banned altogether."

Schepens told NC News that it is
“standard practice in in-vitro fer-
tilization"’ to take human sperm and
test it for its penetration abilities on
the egg of a hamster. “‘If the cells
succeed in splitting, the sperm is con-
sidered good' for in-vitro fertiliza-
tion, he said.

“That's not true at all, said
Michacla Richardson, chief of the of-
fice of research reporting at the Na-
tional Institute of Child Health and
Human Development in Bethesda,
Md.

Ms. Richardson said that in a test
of capacitation, or the ability of a
sperm to fertilize, human sperm is
tested with- a hamster egg. The
hamster egg is chosen, she said,
because it approximates the size of a
human cgg.

But the test is only to see if the
sperm can penctrate the egg's ex-
terior. “*No  ¢ell division takes
place,” she told NC News.

Ms. Richardson said that “there is
no possibility of fertilization occurr-
ing."”

“Those species are too far remov-
ed. They are genetically incompati-
ble," she said.

In. mammals and humans it is
achieved by the merging of two
oocytes, said Schepens. Oocytes are
unfertilized female reproductive
cells.

Those human-hamster hybrids, he
told the federation, were apparently
killed in the carly stages of develop-
ment.
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Espresses Concern

On Promoting Peace

By John Thavis

Vatican City (NC) — Promoting
the cause of peace can include using
force to defend it, Pope John Paul 11
told a group of 300 Italian military
chaplains March 10.

The chaplain’s task, he said, is to
reflect the balance between hope and
realism found in the church’s teach-
ing. “*One does not help the cause of
peace (by) negating the possibility
and the duty to defend it,”" he said.
His comment was an apparent
reference to the church’s teaching
that governments cannot be denied
the right to legitimate defense when
peaceful means of settlement have
been exhausted.

The pope called on the chaplains to
give ““clear and sure”” guidance to the
soldiers under their pastoral care by
showing a “particular balance and
attention”” to the issue of peace and
human survival.

At the same time, he announced
that the Vatican was preparing a new
document to update guidelines for
chaplains.

“‘Everyone wants peace, and this is
cerlainly a marvelous fact in the
moral growth of I ity. But

Peace message, saying that a com-
pletely peaceful human society on
earth is “‘unfortunately a utopia’
that risks encouraging ‘‘unreachable
hopes.""

The pope recalled that the Vatican
has recently set up a special section of
the Congregation for Bishops to deal
with problems of military chaplains.
He said that an apostolic letter was
being prepared on the chaplain's
pastoral service. The document
would update the Vatican's 1951
guidelines for chaplains in the light of
the Second Vatican Council and the
new Code of Canon Law, he said.

Soldiers, many of them young
men, live in a time of uncertainty,
and must personally face sacrifices,
separation from familics, new en-
vironments and military discipline,
the pope said.

“It would not be wise for the
church to miss the precious oppor-
tunity of encounter and dialogue
which is tied to the period of military
service,"" he said.

“Where there is a man, there is
room for the priest — so much more
when there are. hundreds of
th ds of men,"" he said.

peace, as sacred Scripture and the
very experience of men teaches, is
much more than the absence of
war,”" the pope told the group.

He quoted his 1982 World Day of

In guiding the spiritual formation
of servicemen, the pope added, the
chaplain should assert _the
“‘legitimate alternative choices' that
are the right of each individual.

South African Bishops
‘Seek End to Apartheid

Pretoria, South Africa (NC) —
Southern Africa’s bishops said they
may join mnon-violent action, in-
cluding economic pressure and
passive resistance, to end apartheid,
South Africa’s system of racial
discrimination.

The Southern African bishops’
conference has instructed its ad-
ministrative board to prepare a state-
ment saying the bishops are seriously
considering such a stand. The board
has also been told to prepare an ex-
traordinary plenary session for May
at which the bishops will decide what
to do.

The bishops noted “‘rapidly
escalating violence’’ in South africa
and said ‘‘we find ourselves obliged
to consider alternatives tn such
violence as a means of bringing about
radical social change.””

““We see no choice but to envisage
forms of non-violent action, such as
passive resistance, boycott and
ic pressure, to move our

(When applying, please enclose resume.)

country away from its present state
of racial conflict,” they said.
The bishops made their statement
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in a message released January 31,
during a meeting in Pretoria, South
Africa’s administrative capital.

They quoted Pope John Paul’s
statement that “‘our repudiation of
every form of racial discrimination is
convinced and total.”

The goal of any action would be
“full participation” of all South
Africans “in the structure of govern-
ment,”" the bishops said.

Black South Africans, who are the
majority in the population, are bar-
red from voling in national elections
and from holding national office.

On January 31, South Africa's
president, Pieter W. Botha, said that
blacks would be invited to sit on a
“national statutory council’’ which
he said would be a *“first step toward
institutionalized power-sharing."

Botha made the announcement as
he opened Parliament with a promise
of change in the country's racial
policies. )

He repeated the ement in
two-page advertisements in South
African newspapers in which he com-
mitted himself to sharing power with
blacks for the first time. The adver-
tisements also promised equal educa-
tion and an end to the *‘pass laws''
which limit black access to segregated
townships on the fringes of the coun-
try's major cities.

Critics of the Botha plan noted
that it didn't include giving blacks a
seat in Parliament.

Canada

(Continued from Pg. 1)

people had gathered for the meeting,
but because the pope's itinerary did
not allow for rescheduling, he
videotaped his message.

In February 1985, three Canadians
from Fort Simpson visited the pope.
One of them, Steve Kakfwi, president
of the Dene Indian tribe, later said he
would tell his people that “‘their hope
of having the pope among them
would not be disappointed,”

During the March 6 meeting with
the governor-general, Pope John
Paul praised Canada for questioning
the international arms race and urged
further Canadian efforts for peace.

“‘Everyone is aware” of Canada’s
“doubts regarding the arms race and
the enormous waste which this in-
volves," the pope said in the
meeting in his private library.

““The Holy Sec hopes that Canada
will make an ever greater contribu-
tion to the climate of dialogue,
understanding, peace, justice and
solidarity in international relations,’”
he added.

The pope also praised the Cana-
dian people who, he said, ““often
distinguish themselves by their social
initiatives.""

He especially cited Canada’s aid to
immigrants and refugees, and said
the nation’s “‘spirit of openness and
solidarity had produced admirable
results."

“I am thinking of the integration
of the many waves of immigrants
who have come among you looking
for work and a new way of life,"" he
added. “And 1 am thinking even
more of the aid which you have ex-
tended to refugees, aid which has en-
sured their daily existence and
sometimes their survival.”

The pope also praised other Cana-
dian efforts in the international do-
main.

Canadians, he said, “*have not re-
mained indifferent to the plight of
the starving, the deprived, the ill-
treated, the victims of climatic condi-
tions, wars or political regimes."”

“Canadians willingly witness to
and work for respect of human rights
and freedom,"” he added. *‘They
make a generous contribution to the
cause of development by providing
and promoting mutual aid.”

5th Glorions Myste

Mary was very quiel, humble,
When she heard

angels and saints.

a family of numberless souls.

spoken words can heal.

whelmed by problems.

A *“'Rosary Crusade of Prayer” for Peacs
and Protection of Homes and Families with
meditations on each of the Fifteen
Mysteries, taken from Father Peyton'
Rosary Prayer Book, is a weekly feayp,
presented by the Legion of Mary, S, Jokin
the Baptist Parish, New Glasgow,

will you join our Crusade of Prayer and
say this week's daily mystery: meditation?

ry — THE CORONATION
o] heard countless voices in heaven.*

. maodest — but she was never algof,
that Elizabeth would bear a child, "she went wigy
haste”” to attend to her cousin’s needs. Mary would have stayed with (he
crowd in the Bethlchem inn, but ‘‘there was no room." She went 1y
with her neighb Everyone knew her: “'Is not this (he
carpenter's Son, whose Mother is Mary?"" She made the way of
cross with the crowd, and stood on Calvary with her sister and John ang
the Magdalene, She was with the Apostles on Pentecost; she mothereg
the infant Church. In heaven, too, she enjoys the company of all the

Heaven is a perfect society. God is the Father, Mary the Mother, of
1 Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, 1 Glory Be.

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER
Our Seripture for this week is taken from Proverbs, ch. 12, verse 1§,
Thoughtless words can wound as deeply as any sword, but wisely

Qur Prayer for this week: Lord God, help us to trust You, in time of
trouble. We give thanks, that you strengthen the tired, the worn ouf,
and the weak. Teach us how to share your love. Amen.

Our Prayer Intention for this week is for someone who feels over.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
We leave this thought with you — Count the day lost in which yoy
have not done something for others.
(Continued next week in the Rosary Corner)

Filmmakers

To Build

Biblical Set

By Joe Michael Feist

Washington (NC) — Israeli film
producers Menahem Golan and
Yoram Globus, owners of
U.S.-based Cannon Films, plan to
build a permanent biblical movie set
just outside Jerusalem.

In a recent interview with National
Catholic News Service, Golan said
the set, to be called *““Bible Land,"
would be *‘a similar situation to
Universal City"" in metropolitan Los
Angeles.

Universal City is a movie-making
complex and tourist attraction.

““We are now building a film and
TV studio and communications
center seven minutes from
Jerusalem,” Golan said. ““It will be
the biggest in all of the Middle East.*

He said it would take two years to
complete the ion center,
after which work would begin on
“Bible Land.”"

In addition to a permanent set,
Golan said, a zoo might be built. He
said the intention was to build
“everything needed” for filming a
biblical movie.

““Whether or not (the complex) will
be used as a tourist attraction, we
don’t know,”" said Golan.

He denied, however, published
reports that ‘‘Bible Land’’ would be
the Disneyland of biblical lore.

‘*No, no, definitely not a
Disneyland,"" Golan said.

He said church figures and biblical

holars would be Ited on how
to create an authentic, historically ac-
curate set.

The communications center, called
G.G. Isracli Studios, will cost $24
million, Golan said. There is no
budget estimate as vet for *“Bible
Land," he added.

Cannon Films has been criticized
b?f groups opposed to excessive
violence in the media. The National
Coalition on Television Violence, for
example, said Cannon has a “tradi-
tion of hatred and revenge movies."

Some of Cannon's recent produc-
tions include *‘Deathwish 3,"
“‘American Ninja,'" *‘Exterminator
11" and **Missing in Action.”
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Cardinals To Implement

Roman Curia Reform

By John Thavis

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has appointed a commission
of six cardinals to implement a seven-
year effort to reform the Roman
Curia, the church’s central ad-
ministrative body.

In a one-line statement, the
Vatican said the pope met March 7
with the commission, headed by
Italian Cardinal Sebastiano Baggio, a
longtime Curia veteran who is cur-
rently in charge of Vatican City
operations. It was the first formal an-
nouncement of the existence of the
new commission. Its membership was
not made public by the Vatican.

According to a well-informed
Vatican source who asked not to be
identified, the new commission will
address some basic issues and
criticisms about Curia operations
raised during a meeting of the Col-
lege of Cardinals last November.

At that time, the cardinals discuss-
ed and critiqued reforms prepared by
an ecarlier commission of ecardinals.
Because some of the issues they rais-
ed were fundamental, not merely
questions of wording, the pope decid-
ed to name a new commission, the
source said.

Canadian Cardinal Edouard
Gagnon, president of the Pontifical
Council for the Family and a member
of the new commission, said March
10 that the group would ‘‘integrate
into the text some of the suggestions
made by the cardinals’’ concerning
competencies, names of Curia
organizations and the Curia’s
theological basis.

Some of the cardinals wanted a
preamble added to the proposed
reforms to spell out the Curia’s role
more clefu‘ly. Some suggested better
cooperation and more consultation
between the Curia and bishops,

*‘The preamble will be included,”
Cardinal Gagnon said. It will cover
‘‘the meaning of the Curia, its func-
tion, and its relationship with the
pope and the bishops® conferences,”
he said.

Cardinal Gagnon said the i

When the pope addressed the ca-
dinals during their meeting i
November, he referred to ““tension”
between the Curia and local bishops
because of confusion over the
*‘respective fields of competence.”
He said the Curia reforms shoud
help clarify these relationships. A
Vatican statement issued at the
meeting’s conclusion said there wa
“substantial approval’ of the 1§
proposed articles of reform, but it
also said some cardinals had calkd
for a new commission 1o write a nex
text for the reforms.

According to the Vatican soure,
the other commission members ar
Cardinal Opilio Rossi, an [taia
who now heads a commission i
charge of pontifical sanctuari
Nigerian Cardinal Francis Arini
president of the Secretariat for Nov
Christians; Venezuelan Cardinl
Rosalio Castillo Lara, president
the Pontifical Commission for thel®
terpretation of Canon Law;
Austrian Cardinal Alfons Stickks
Vatican librarian and archivist.

Only Cardinal Castillo Lara &
Cardinal Gagnon were mcmbéﬁfi
the previous commission on
reform. Two other Curia 1:;r-tlnzu'-‘=“'3
help the commission in its work, ™
sources said, They are M
Giovanni Marra, a member of
Disciplinary Commission of
Roman Curia, and Msgr. BWF
tagna, a member of the VAl
Secretariat of State.

E——
Cruikshank’s
Halifax

Funeral Homes Limited

2032 Robie Street, Halifax, N5
B3K 4M3

Licensed Funeral Direclors
and Embalmers

sion expected to conclude its work
the end of the year. 2

A i i

Catholic funeral procedur®

We are 15 million people lik:
work, no home, no ml.:luu 4
all of these with dollars gly

BELFAST, RT,
(WITH

Asslstance 1o

csblshed Hltun e AT

WE LEPERS . , .NEED YOU

you. Except that we have no health ©°
care, no dignity, no hope. You can pro¥
en in Christian love.

ST. MICHAEL LEPER FUND

3, IONA, P.E.I. C0A 1A0
ECCLEMSTICAL APPROVYAL)

Pregnancy Distress Center
24-HOUR SERVICE — 7 pays A WEEK

et
% branch, of e 1o 1 dIStres becase of pregnancy s affete! |

Callers may reach
contact If the call
tideatlality will b . 1o contluue wigh her g
Birthright of

M

tlans, o employmen

Yolunteer B
Inithal asslstunce wil pe onm:::'.':‘ 'l:::"" by calling Zenith 27350

I dlficult for a waman o DR wil g
reRnancy and give birth (o hee chibd:>

Ters hel '““ﬂ "l
aselling, emplogn o o plth community agencies, or In uhllllhl"w"-."'
CALL; %Hh‘muﬂ servlees or other awistance durdng P

Blrthright organi
cphone, follgwed by o contlnsite ?

o

mpt (o help solve uny problen ! EC g

rservice — 7 duys a week

NP e G =T o B

e \

1 ¢

® g = 0 o

— o

-, =



S0y,

<h Yoy

L

2nt

n

< the e
*ting =
ensioy”
| bishoy
e the
clence”
5 shockd
ships, A
a e
1ere wal
the 16
bt
d calld
¢ anew

A @

- \_

R ——————

THE CASKET, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1986

SECTION C PAGE THREF

A Priority That

Counts:

Being Concerned about Others

By Rev, Joseph Kenna
fmagine this. You are
mewhere above Nevada, 1o -

washington, D.C., in a 757 jet. You
pave a fast-approaching deadline for
an article. Your topic: priorities,

You have a lot of ideas on human
priorities, bul you begin to panic
. You realize that you need
way 1o illustrate the importance of
organizing one’s life around some
priority, some integrating principle,
You clutch your pen poised above
plank paper as the giant engines
drone on.

Nothing.

Your eyes drift to the curtaln
shielding the frstclass cabin. You
see a familiar face and ask the atten-
dant: “'Isn’t that Danny Thomas?"

She assures you it indeed is the
famous comedian and entertainer.

He is obviously having a great time
Intetacting with real people. He is a
person,

Suddenly you realize that before
you is embodied one who has his
priorities clear, Does he find himself
by losing himself 1o others?

He appears to really love le.
This is a thread thnt’m un?i?; ::he
fabric of people’s lives and give them
dynamic energy beyond most
people’s imagination,

You breathe relief at the realiza-

tion that your article is written! More

« you have had a moving

personal insight about how to live
successfully,

Most of us live in sadly divided
houses because we never have resolv-
ed ql‘gndtmenul inner conflicts,
There is a sense that the different
parts of our lives are not |

Jesus' answer to those who lack
inner harmony is (o look beyond
themselves, to become concerned for
others. The fundamental motion of
his life was directed outward, toward
others. Even his private prayer and
:}:ﬂimion. which he took seriously,

not merely serve his ni

ly personal

As people move away from self-
centeredness and begin to live accor-
ding to this value taught by Jesus,
they find more and more that their
inner lives become ordered, They
discover what Jesus meant when he
said that the way to find one's life is
by losing it.

Unlike Danny Thomas, most of us
will never be famous enough to walk
down the aisle of an airplane with the

of a good reception by total
strangers. Nevertheless, each of us is
a unique creation of God with a uni-

y — like the man who

jumped on the horse and “‘rode off in

You watch with i 3 ing notinh

the real person against the media im-

age you have carried for years, g directions."
Suspicious, you study the lines of his

face, searching each gesture for some
clue to what he is really about,

You are convinced that his image is
merely the result of media hype. To
your amazement, he spends the next
hour and a half going down the aisle
of the aircraft laughing and joking

For example, I may want to deal in
new and creative ways with special
circumstances in my life, yet feel pull-
ed by an attachment to old ways of
doing things and old images of the
“kind of person I am,"

'ﬂie,“ is fund ally &

with some p ngers, [i g and
speaking seriously with others.

piritual one. The sort of priority that
might unify our lives is missing.

que mission, a unique task tailored
to each individual.

By singlemindedly pursuing that
high vocation, 1 believe we can
discover energy and power we never
thought possible,

Then if others look to our behavior
— and they will, a child, a spouse, a
stranger secking evidence that there
are reasons to have hope in life —
they’ll see what thread it is that holds
the fabric of our lives together. Our
priorities will be clearly visible,

Spiritual Growth:

Can Priorities Be Set?

By Katharine Bird

A Tew months ago Dr, Doris Don-
nelly moved with her two children
from New York to South Bend, Ind.,
to become co-director of the new
Center for Spirituality at St. Mary's

Setting priorities tells her “this is
something I will make sure gets atten-
tion,"" she continued.

Assigning priorities for spiritual
development is a highly individualiz-
ed endeavor, Ms. Donnelly em-

College. For the theologi the
move meant “'shifting gears on the
social, personal, career and rool
levels.” \

As she adjusted to her new life,
which includes teaching and lectur-
ing, the area that “'kept surfacing for
attention’” was her spiritual life, Ms.
Donnelly said. In prayer, she kept
receiving ‘'a recurrent, gentle
urging' to find a spiritual guide,

pt 1. It isn't possible to set up a
single “‘regimented schedule' for
everyone.

“It doesn't work that way,” she
said. **God has a particular agenda
and plan for each of us. We set our
own priorities in fidelity to the invita-
tion coming to us in prayer.""

At the same time, in Ms.
Donnelly's - experience there are
“three d i " for

something she had not felt she needed
for some years.

“Part of me said: 'How can I?
There are so many changes in my life
now. 1 can 't take the time,"" she re-
counted.

But she continued to pray and
before long an appropriate person
came along with whom she now talks
regularly. He helps her *‘to see the
movement of God in my life,"" she
said.

For Ms. Donnelly, setting priorities
is essential. ‘It has to do with the
kind of person I am," she said. ‘I
like to look back at the end of a day,
a week, to review and measure.
Without priorities, there is no way of

Christian spiritual growth.

—A eucharistic dimension: People
touch base with the Eucharist, begin-
ning with Sunday Mass; gradually
they may find they desire to par-
ticipate more often.

—A Christ-centered element: An
individual develops a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus which grows.

—A social-justice angle:
Awareness of the misfortune of
others leads sooner or later 1o a desire
to help others. But the way of helping
varies enormously depending on in-
dividual circumstances.

When she serves as a guide for
others, Ms. Donnelly said, her main

concern is helping people discover

" “where God is leading them." The

great gift a spiritual guide has to offer
is listening, she said.

The theologian stressed that a
guide doesn’t have to hold a Ph.D in
spiritual direction. Some, of course,
are professionally trained while

LARRY MERLO of San Jose, California, practices his skill during the Inter
in Atlanta. Like the juggler, many people find they have “*too many balls in the air" and have a difficult

| Jugglers C:

time controlling them, Setting priorities in work, personal and spiritual life can help keep matlers in

perspective,

(NC photo from UPI)

Survival:

Consideration in Biblical Times

By Rev. John Castelot

In - affluent socicties there is
nothing shocking about Jesus'
words: *'I warn you then; do not
worry about your livelihood, what
you are to eat or drink or use for
clothing’* (Matthew 6:25). So many
people in such socicties rarcly have to
where their next meal is com-

others are compassionate p 1
assistants.

Many times a good friend can
serve as a spiritual guide, she

believes. Friends can “‘ask questions

from a loving, non-threatening
base,”” Ms. Donnelly said. It also can
happen that at some point the friend
will suggest talking with someone
who has more specialized skills,

“People usually have a sense of
what God wants,"’ she explained, But
they often doubt their ability 1o
recognize God's voice.

*“My experience, and that of
others, is not that God clobbers a
person,”” she said. Rather, God's
voice usually comes in “‘a flecting,
non-coercive urge, in a gentle and
recurrent emphasis’ leading us to
make a certain decision or to do
something.

That's where a spiritual guide
comes in, she said. A guide helps us
clarify “how God  is acting in our
lives." People “learn by practice™
how 1o recognize the signs of God at
work in their lives.

ing from.

Unfortunately, that is not true in
most of the world, even some sectors
of generally well-to-do countries.

But for those who heard Jesus
speak, the injunction against worry
must have been astonishing, revolu-
tionary. Food and drink was a top
priority, not because they were glut-
tons but because it was always uncer-
tain whether these basic needs would
be met.

Water was the chief — and cons-
tant — preoccupation of biblical peo-
ple. In modern Israel the Lake of
Galilee has been utilized scientifically
and efficiently to provide water for
the entire population. But in biblical
times people lacked the necessary ex-
pertise and technology.

People were dependent on village
wells which could run dry in times of
drought, or on cisterns in which they
caught and preserved rain water. But
rain usually falls only from October
to April in the Holy Land — when it
rains. This made for an always
precarious situation.

-

spraying up over the fields from in-
genious irrigation devices unknown
to the ancients. They exercised their
ingenuity in amazing ways, but they
were ultimately at the mercy of the

KNOw,
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fa ich
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Water meant life. Without it peo-
ple suffered from thirst and also from
hunger. Without rain nothing grew.

The prophet Elijah lived during a
calamitous three-year drought. The
drought forms the background and
the occasion for a whole scries of
dramatic events in his ministry. They
make for highly interesting reading in
I Kings,17-18.

Even in modern Israel, one of the
most common sights is that of water

When it came to determining
priorities, then, biblical people had
few choices, For practical reasons,
survival came first.

Of course, survival involved more
than life-giving water. In a largely
agricultural society, a large family
was considered a blessing, supplying
a plentiful work force for the hard
labor of wresting an existence from
the rocky soil. Many sons also meant
protection against marauders, or
hostile neighbors.

Having children was such an im-
portant priority that childlessness was
considered a curse from God. And
the care of one's parents was set forth
as a most sacred duty. **Take care of
your father when he is old; grieve him
not as long as he lives. Even if his
mind fails, be considerate with him
(Sirach 2:12-13).

Oh, there were all sorts of decisions
1o be made each day, the necessary
ordering of priorities which ensures
that first things get done first. But in
the world of day-to-day life, all deci-
sions were made, all priorities set,
within the framework of the over-
riding priority: survival,

Bauging where I'm at.”
[ S

The Fisherman's Delight: Setting Priorities

By Theodore Hengesbach o
I recently bumped into our building
security guard. He had a big smile on his
face.

“You know what?"* he said. *'I'm going
fishing. In fact, I'm going fishing every
day, all day.”

“How are you going to manage that?" 1
asked,

“I'm starting a two-weck vacation
lomorrow and I'm going up to a lake in
Michigan. If I want to go fishing at 5 a.m.
I'll go. If I don’t, I won't. It'll be great!”

1 wished him luck as he almost skipped
down the hall toward the exit.

Then there is the story of the construc-
tion worker who won $30 million in a state
lottery, He found out he had won over the
Weekend and was planning to continue his
$450-a-week job on Monday — that is,

before his family hid his clothes!

Those two stories got me thinking, How
do I spend my vacations? What would I do
if 1 won millions of dollars?

I believe it is a great value to have
freedom over our time, freedom to control
our lives, Yet this kind of freedom is so
unusual that we can hardly imagine what it
means when it arrives unexpectedly, as hap-
pened to the lottery winner.

Most of us most of the time don't have
this control. At work we are told what to do
and when to do it. We have responsibilities
to meet, bills to pay, food to buy and

prepare, shelter to secure against the

clements.

We often feel pulled — now this way,
now that. We can lose our balance and ex-
perience frustration and depression, not
because we hate a job or are unwilling to
meet our commitments to others but
because we feel we have lost control of our

own lives.

How can individuals find ways to stretch
or extend their freedom? One way is 1o set
priorities.

A priority is something a person con-
siders of great personal importance, worth
time and energy. Priorities vary from per-
son to person. They could include relation-
ships with a spouse, children, friends —
and with God. A job, further education or
owning a home may be priorities.

To find out what your individual
priorities are, try the following exercise:

1. Briefly list things and values that mai-
ter most to you, What are you willing to
“spend" yourself on?

2. Next, run a check of how much time,
energy or money, you really spend on any
of the items you listed as priorities.

Are there some items on which you spend
a lot of time and energy? Are there two or
three on which you spend very little time
and energy?

I like this test because it can help identify
some possible conflicts between what a per-
son says and does. It can lead to a clearer
notion about what is really important to o
particular person,

Chances are, the items on which yvou
spend most of your time and energy are true
priorities. But sometimes people discover
that they are spending very little time or
energy on something they thought was a
priority,

—That might mean this isn't really a
prionty after all.

—Other times, the item listed is a priority
but the person needs to make an effort 1o
find time and energy to realize f1. This
might mean setting  some long- and short-

range goals. For example, if a vacation trip
is important to me, | need to start now to
save money for it, get maps and plan, begin
accumulating vacation days.

Setting priorities is 0 way to achieve
greater control over life, It is a way of chan-
neling energics and deciding what is impor-
tant.

Priorities extend our freedom, because
they provide direction and purpose, help us
organize our life and get greater satisfaction
from it. Setting priorities can give us
something that perhaps even $30 million
cannot buy.

For neither money nor time off by
themselves can equal the satisfaction of
knowing what is important in one's life and
working to achieve it.

It may even help us to experience some of
the glee of the fisherman off on his vacation
when we're still back at home ourselves,
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Spontaneous prayer is not new in the
life of the Church: it has been part of the
prayer life of individuals and of the com-
munity's liturgy since the beginning. In our
day, we are moving into a fresh blending of
traditional forms and free personal forms
of prayer, There is much room for this new
blending in our personal prayer, and some
room for it in liturgy. The word “‘spon-
taneous’’ comes from Latin to indicate that
which flows freely from ourselves. It is a
free response of faith to the constant pro-
mpting of the Holy Spirit, who lives within
us to teach us to pray. Eternal teacher of
prayer, as He is, He encourages us lo res-
pond in prayer to some person, knowledge,
event, or situation that touches our lives.

Can we have “‘times’’ for spontancous
prayer? We cannot schedule spontancous
prayer, but we can leave space for it by
silence, by careful listening to God’s word,
by song, and by gesture and posture, either
in silence or aloud. Time for spontancous

Liturgy for the Laity

prayer should be included regularly in fami-
ly prayer: in morning and evening devo-
tions, at meal times, and in times of special
needs. Parents may cncourage their
children to pray for themselves, their fami-
ly, and for others often. An occasional
pause in the midst of our daily work to
breathe a short prayer is in keeping with the
spirit of daytime prayer in the liturgy of the
hours.

Some people may object that actions
have to be spontancous to be genuine. A
black Roman -Catholic priest gave this
enlightening answer: “‘Don’t be fooled.
Spontancity takes a great deal of practice.
Spontancity is an illusion. A great deal of
experience is required before an expression
can appear spontancous. For example,
when a youngster is beginning a course in
gymnastics, he or she is terribly awkward,
but really very spontancous. A veteran
gymnast, on the other hand, appears to be
completely spontancous, and yet his or her
appearance of spontaneity is something
that has taken years and years of practice.”
Another, a famous teacher of dancing, said
this of spontancity: *'Dancing takes time. It
takes about ten years of study. Someone
said that everyone is born a genius, but that

The Council on the Laity

some people keep it only a few minutes. In
other words, what happens when you have
to work ten years? You get tired. But those
who press through finally arrive at a mo-
ment when they don’t have to dance in
groups of forty or fourteen. They become
one in four, or even one. They are really in-
dividuals now. They have reached the full
maturity of their craft. At last they have
spontancity, Now they can make something
they do seem as though it is being done for
the first time. They have mastered the art."”

Structural and traditional prayer forms
show us how previous generations have
praised God and prayed to Him. They are
the way we learn to pray and to become
familiar with our Christian and Jewish
tradition and heritage. These forms help us
to pray most of the time, particularly when
we are tired, sick, or weak: we can let the
prayer forms guide us in our praver. Scrip-
tural prayers, and especially the psalms, are
particularly helpful in teaching us to pray in
accordance with the mind of Christ. In-
spired by the Holy Spirit, these prayers are
ways in which the Spirit teaches us to pray.
In family and personal prayer, there are
times when traditional prayers are more
helpful, and other occasions when a person

is ready to pray a spontancous prayer that
meets the needs of the situation. We should
feel free to encourage both forms of prayer.

It is casy — but unwise — to take ex-
treme positions in the matter of spon-
taneous prayer. There are always some Iwho
wanl to retain only the old (that is, writlen
or traditional) prayer forms of the Church;
others may want to throw out all the old
forms, and use only sponiancous prayer. In
personal prayer we are free to follow cither
way, but we would be wise to consider the
example of the renewed liturgy, where the
Church is leading us in a more balanced
direction: retain the traditional structures
and forms; vary them within their own
frameworks; use a variety of choices; leave
room for some creating; make sure that
prayer, and not novelty, is your goal.

Pray to the Holy Spirit: He is the
teacher of prayer. Ask Him to help you to
grow in prayer as you continue to follow
Jesus as closely as possible in your daily liv-
ing. Praying in your own words is already a
form of spontancous prayer! Read the
scriptures. How often? Each day. How
long? As long as possible. A quarter of an
hour of prayerful study of the gospel, the

___________————————._______________““‘\

epistles, or the psalms, for example, Wil
help you to become more familiar ang o
fortable with the mind and heart of Chii

Take an active part in the liturgy, P.-.,:
ticipate fully in the eucharist and the liturgy
of the hours; when possible, take par in g
liturgical celebration. Full participation in
the liturgy is the primary and indispensapy,
source of the true spirit of Christ, Beeom,
familiar with various models of Prayer
Learn how a collect, a litany, and other
traditional prayer forms are built, and e
them. You may have to begin by hﬂ\fing
others’ prayers, and then move to writing
out your own. With practice it will becom,
casier to use these models as framewark,
for prayers you composc. Ask the Hgj,
Spirit for strength to remain open to His jy.
spirations, and to scc His finger in pp,
prayer traditions of the Church. Ask Hj,
also to help you fo respond by prayer g,
many situations. Then go ahead and pray j,
your own words — spontancously.

(Excerpts from NATIONAL BULLETIY
ON LITURGY No. 80, and 1981 copyrigy
Concacan Inc., 1981 and 1983. Reproduceg
with permission of the Canadian Co.
ference of Catholic Bishops.)

Sharing in Christ’s Office as Prophet and King

Sanctified as it is by a special sacrament,
the state of life that embraces married and
family life uniquely shares in the Lord's
own office as prophet. Wherever the Chris-
tian religion pervades the whole structure of
life with a wider and deeper transforma-
tion, married and family life can be in prac-
tice an outstanding school of the lay
apostolate. In it the married partners have
their own proper vocation, which is to be
witnesses of faith and the love of Christ to
one another and to-their children. The
Christian family proclaims aloud the pre-
sent power of the kingdom of God and the
hope of the blessed to come. By its example

. and testimony, married and family life con-
victs the world of sin and gives light to those
who are seeking the truth,

Although they-may be occupied by tem-
poral affairs, the laity can — and must —
do valuable work in imbuing the world with
the teaching of the Gospel. It may happen
that some lay people carry out sacred func-
tions to the best of their ‘ability, in cases
where there are no sacred ministers or
where sacred ministers are prevented by

A Reminder

persecution from exercising their ministry;
and it may happen that many of these spend
all their energies in apostolic work;
nonetheless, it still remains a must for the
laity to co-operate in spreading and build-
ing up the kingdom of Christ. Naturally,
therefore, the whole laity must constantly
be striving to advance in the knowledge of
revealed truth and in begging God for the
gifts of wisdom.

Jesus Christ also shares with the People
of God His office as king. It was by being
obedient unto death that He entered into
the glory of His kingdom. All things are
now subjected to Him and will continue so
till the end of time. Yet He communicates
His regal power to all His disciples, so that
they may overcome the reign of sin in
themselves and then, by serving Christ the
King in others, bring those others to serve
Him also.

The Lord desires that His kingdom be
spread by the laity — that kingdom of truth
and life, that kingdom of ‘holiness and
grace, that kingdom of justice, love and

Showing Gratitude

by Rev. J.H. Gillls

We all sorely need to be alerted to show-
ing gratitude to God. Perhaps one source of
unfortunate ingratitude is our failure to
realize how very literally the Lord meant,
“Without Me you can do nothing."
When we see a corpse, we seldom find
ourselves thinking, “That is exactly how 1
shall be when God no longer lends me His
support.” If only we could die more than
once, that is, if only we could recall what it
meant to have died, we would then realize
how literal are those words of the Lord,
Perhaps another source of unfortunate in-
gratitude is that, as in our arrogance we
gradually feel that we are doing quite well
on our own, we soon begin to presume that
we can stand on our rights before God, But
can we really claim to have rights before
God? He alone is responsible for our very
existence, and in our existence He gives us
the wherewithal to do everything that we
do. We came into existence only through
His goodness, and we shall be saved for
eternity only through His mercy.
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Let us return to the parable of the pro-
digal son. What would we say, had the son
come to his senses by this route, **1 will go
back to my father and demand that he take
me back as his son'"? How his father would
have reacted to this, we do not know for
sure, but we do know for sure that such an
attitude on the son’s part would not only be

grateful but also unt Once the son
balanced his utter need of the father’s help
with his own ingratitude towards the father,
it was only human for him to see that some
preliminary atoning was necessary, some
painful sacrifice, some personal perance.
And this explains his approach: **Father, I
have sinned against you, and I do not
deserve to be taken back as your son. Take
me back as one of your hired servants, or as
anything else, provided only that you take
me back."

And by the way, this is precisely an
argument for the existence of Purgatory.
Some make much of the fact that the word
does not occur in the Scriptures. They
therefore conclude that such a place cannot
exist, although this is to presume that one
fully understands everything that divine
mercy entails. The prodigal son demanded
a ““purgatory,” though he had never heard
the word, and for him it was 1o take the
form of a period of menial slavery in sur-
roundings where once he enjoyed the full
freedom of sonship. All of us have sinned;
all of us are sinners. It is obvious that sin-
ners will always arrive before God for judg-
ment who are not satisfied that they already
sufficiently atoned on earth for their many

Publisher and General Manager: acts of ingratitude against the All-good
Donald L. Gillis God, When they hear that they are to live
Managing Editor: forever with the All-holy God, their human
Jacqueline Walsh hearts will crave Tor some opportunity to

Served by the NCWC News Service make themselves more deserving before
P ding 1o the enjoy of “what no

peace. In such a kingdom even mute crea-
tion is delivered from the slavery of corrup-
tion and given an opportunity to share in
the glorious freedom of the children of
God. What a great promise! What a great
commission! ““All things arc yours, you
are Christ's, and Christ is God's."

The laity must be aware of what it
means and of what can be accomplished by

of all, in accordance with the plan of the
Creator and the light of His word.

May all created goods be more suitably
distributed among the children of God, and
in their own way help bring about a univer-
sal program in human and Christian liberty.
It is thus that the Lord intends His saving
light to shinc throughout the whole of

ordering the whole of creation to the praise
of God. They must strive, even in their
secular activity, to encourage one another
to an ever greater holiness of life, so that
the world may be filled with the spirit of
Christ, and so that it may more effectively
attain its destiny in justice, in love and in
peace. Indeed, the laity may enjoy a prin-
cipal role in bringing the whole of creation
into the service of Christ the King.

Let the laity use their competence in
secular disciplines, and by an activity that is
interiorly helped by divine grace carnestly
work, so that all created goods — those
created by labor, by technical skill, or by
society’s culture — setve to fulfill the needs

Media Noteboolk:

human society.

Where they find institutions and condi-
tions of the world to be in danger of leading
others into sin, the laity must unite their ef-
forts, so that these institutions and condi-
tions of life may favor the practice of virtue
rather than impede it. This is what it means
to impregnate culture and human works
with true moral values. The world will then
be better prepared for the seed of the divine
word and the doors of the Church will be
opened more widely, so that the message of
peace may enter the world.

The laity should learn to distinguish

those they have as members of humg
society. They should strive to unite the (g
in harmony, remembering that, even iy
temporal affairs, they must always be guid.
ed by a Christian conscience. No human a.
tivity even in temporal business, can b
withdrawn from God’s dominion. In ik
our day it is most necessary that the distis;
tion and harmony between what is tempon!
and what is eternal clearly shine forth inte
manner in which the faithful act. Onlyn
this way can the Church’s mission coms
pond more fully to special conditions in the
world today.

At the same time, one cannot lose sl
of these two very important facts: the er
thly city, rightly concerned with secularal-
fairs, has its own principles of governmet;
and a society that has no regard for religica
and that attacks and utterly destroys i
religious liberty of its citizens forfeits even
its right to exist.

ic Constitution on the Church,

carefully between rights and duties which
they have as members of the Church and

(Dog
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Another Look at ‘The Color Purple’

by Henry Herx
New York (NC) — “The Color
Purple,” Alice Walker's novel about a
black woman’s liberation from a life of op-
pression, was both a best seller and the win-
ner of a number of literary distinctions, in-
cluding the Pulitzer Prize.

Adapted for the screen under the aegis
of Steven Spielberg, the film version has
done equally well in box-office popularity
and on the award circuit. How many Oscars
the film will receive from the 11 categories
in which it has been nominated won't be
known until the Academy announces them
during the ABC telecast March 24, starting
at 10 p.m.

Notable among the honors the film has
already been accorded is a Christopher
Award naming it as one of four 1985 films
judged to have achieved artistic excellence
in “affirming the highest values of the
human spirit.""

. Mot everyone, however, has praised this
Spielberg work, From the first, the movie
aroused controversy over what was seen as
its stereotyped depiction of black males as
cruel and insensitive human beings.

Adding insult to injury was the film's
failure to.include even a token portrayal of
a sympathetic black man to balance the pic-
ture,

eye has ever seen, what no ear has ever
heard, what no mind has ever even imagin-
ed.” It will little concern them then that
they never saw the word Purgatory in the
Scriptures: their need for some such place
of atonement will already come straight
from the heart, as always did the conviction
that nothing is more painful than the in-
gratitude of man. They could never realize
this more than when they hear the divine
words, *'Come, you blessed of My Father
<owenter into the joy of the 1

Some of those who object to the film’s
brutal stereotypes fear that it may reinforce
racial prejudice among some membérs of
the white audience. Because there are so
few opportunities to make movies about
black life, this version of it is even more
harmful for the image of blacks.

The controversy has been voiced mainly
within the black community. It is easy to
understand that blacks — like any minority
— are sensitive about how their image is
perceived by the larger community. It is a
matter of no little consequence,

The movie, of course, is not about black
men but about one black woman who over-
comes her oppression in rural Georgia bet-
ween the world wars. Victimized by her
father and husband, she ultimately achieves
her independence as a person.

The problem is that the movie is the
kind of Hollywood melodrama that fails to
establish the reality of its specific historical
context, Part of what is left out is the op-
pressive nature of a segregated society that
brutalized black people and was destructive
of black family life.

For the purposes of this particular story
— & wonmian liberating herself from male
domination — the historical context may
not seem of crucial importance, For the
purposes of racial understanding, however
the movie had a responsibility to insure 1hn;
viewers have some sense that its black male

protagonists were th lves formed b
and victims of a system of racial iurlj!.l.':t.ice:.‘|r

tnncauun;e ;:ll:nﬂhn lacked this n
context, the was jus

sive by the Comunimz%c:;ml:n:ﬁe:l:
the U.S. Catholic Conference, Ag with all
films rated by the department, the (o]
classification given 1o “*The ColorlPurp]e"
was the result of g consensus among staff

and hoard of consultants,

The review pointed out that “the ™
may be well-meaning enough in its altest
to dispel black stereotypes, but h# :
tendency instead to reinforce them, 5“‘"_’
the recurring theme of incest, wife-beal
and general intolerance. There § ©
positive representation of any black mé®

Racial stereotyping was the oyerrid®!
reason for the moral classification alih
there was considerable concern also 00
way in which the film treated its
themes, including a brief but
reference to lesbianism.

The USCC rating and review 5‘““
Serve as normative moral guides,
out the pros and cons of problem&ljﬁﬁ
They are intended to contribute & ™
perspective to whatever other inform®
Catholic viewers use in determining ¥
a film is worth patronizing.

A film such as ““The Color Purp”®
fers a variety of insights on the huma® “iy
dition, For those who focus on the ™ e
uplifting outcome, the film has & ==
moral message of women’s liberation:

Others, however, sec this P
message as seriously obscured by "}‘ o
negative stereotpying of black hklﬂi’
hence, detrimental to the image of 11

community today.

For this reason, “The Color W:;
raises issues of concern for the €
munity. The controversy it his % 0
is healthy because it forces adult o 1
reflect and search more decpy
meaning of what they have secﬂdi’::'&i_!
To concentrate on the positive = gt®
the film is commendable but 10 Yy
of its negative aspects is sh L
potentinlly damaging. ;

(Herx is on the stafl 0‘“':("'
Catholic Conference Departe!
munication,)
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By Agostino Bono

yatican City (NC) — Pope John
jpaut 11, & cautious supporter of the
prazitian hierarchy’s social action
progTAMS: has called 19 of its key
members 0 the Vatican to discuss the
urch’s situation in Brazil, which
pas the world's largest  Catholic

ﬂubﬁ‘
The pope is concerned that some of
ihe theological underpinnings of the
action Programs may contain
sarisan ideological positions which
could be harm{ul to the overall health
of the church.

The meeting is scheduled for
March 13-15. i
The pope. who visited Brazil for

two weeks in 1980, has warned
church leaders against being
manipulated by partisan political

vements. He has also d
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| Talk at Pro-Life Meeting

Many bishops inter

: pret the
Widespread problems of poverty and
Im:ar.:nr As meaning that Christian.
nspired social action must go beyvond

I

I numerous speeches 1o visiting

groups of Brazilian bishops si
beginning of 1985, the Nl;:e I‘::
ised these in general

meeting the immediate needs of peo-
ple. They see it as including long-
term programs for correcting socio-
economic and  political st

and the view that long-erm struc-

tural changes are necded.

“_:idl!!pr!nd poverty i§ often the
of "*fixed le, socinl

ich eause injustices,

During the 19605 and 19705 - the
cinreh worked with politieal
P and bish P h the
strongest critics of the military
Bovernment's human rights record.
C‘hurv:h_!eﬂlm have been fighting
for agrarian reform in a country
:uhniu thetop 1,2 per:em of the rural

er | 45.8 p of
the arable land while 50.4 percent of
:I;::urnl landowners control 2,4 per-

and political struetures,” the

told a group of Brazilian bishnpﬁﬁ

September, * '

'!'llc poor need more than *‘mere

t ion of their i fate vital

needs, " he added, They need support

in reaching *‘an essential and lasting
formation of the str of

economic life,” the pope sald.

But he has coupled this support
with warnings that the church cannot
be reduced to a “socio-political” role
and that it must avoid “the grave

fm Hgrave deviations" in some
forms of liberation theology used 1o
justify social action.

Al stake for the bishops is con-
tinued papal support for a vast net-
work of social action programs and
for meithnuis];tlkt‘l! stands on socio-

i, Jertaoy Bl

activities made the church
ar and credible for the majority

of Brazilians, who are poor.
No agenda for the Vatican meeting
has been made public. The bishops
invited include the president of the

]

The bishops have supp In-
dians in their land claim disputes with

go T and
agribusinesses. This year the bishops
chose the land issue as the theme for
a year's study and action by Catholic
Broups,

Last year, the bishops chose the
issue of hunger for the yearlong
study. A background pamphlet pro-
duced by the bisl ! fi said

deviati that some theologies of
liberation contain."!

In 1984 the Vatican Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith warned
that some branches of liberation
theology which uncritically use Marx-
ist concepts are incompatible with
Catholic teachings. In 1985 the doc-
trinal congregation criticized a book

Social Concerns Are Backdro

0 among
pastoral workers because of the
popularity of his works.

A Vatican official knowledgeable
about the Brazillan church said the
issue is one of striking a balance so
that there is agreement on the
theology behind social action and its
concrete application in Brazil,

“Many Brazilian bishops say
Vatican officials do not understand
the situation because they do not live
in Brazil and have daily contact with
the reality,** said the Vatican official.

“‘But because the Vatican is remoy-
ed from the siluation, it has the

ponsibility. of Insuring theological
purity,”” he added.

Last January, the pope told several
Brazilian bishops that the poor
should be reminded “‘that it is not
allowed for them to remain in pover-
1y, that they should do all that is per-
missible 1o overcome it."

The pope has yet to define what is
“‘permissible’” in Brazil according to
Catholic standards.

Seeking this definition may
become the pivotal point of the
March 13-15 meeting. %

by Franciscan Father L do Bolf,

86 million Brazilians eat less than
2,240 calories a day, which is the
minimum prescribed by the U.N.
Food and Agriculture Organization.

bishops’ y the presi
of the 14 regional secretariats and the
five resident cardinals.

The number fotals 19 because one
¢ardinal is also head of a regional
secretarial.

The pamphlet said the situation
was so bad that starving people can
take food that belongs to others
without being morally guilty of steal-
ing. It quoted from St. Thomas
Aquinas who said in his “Summa

There are 110 million Catholics in
Brazil, about 90 percent of the coun-
try's population and about 13 percent
of the world’s Catholic population.

Brazil's per capita annual income is
approximately $1,500. About 32 per-
cent of the population is illiterate and

Theologica' that in need it
is lawful for a man to succor his own
need by means of another’s property,
by taking it either openly or
secretly.""

Many dioceses have sponsored
thriving literacy programs, farm and
credit ives, and basic educa-

about half of the school-age child
do not attend school.

tion programs.

a leading Brazilian theologians, as
harmful 1o the faith.
T Db s od 22

Amwnl

ped in
Latin America during the 1960s and
1970s as theological reflections on
material poverty and the need to pro-
vide concrete aid to the poor, have
stimulated much of Brazil’s social ac-
tion work.

Al the 1985 extraordinary Synod
of Bishops, liberation theology was
strongly defended by Bishop Jose Ivo
Lorscheiter, president of the
Brazilian bishops' conference.
Liberation theology "“does not justify
Marxist ideology or break with
Catholic theological tradition,” he
said.

Other Brazilian church leaders
have said the Father Boff case has

The Philippines

Church Influence Is

by Greg Erlandson (NC)

Not long after Ferdinand Magellan
discovered the Philippines in 1521,
Catholic Spain colonized the islands.
By 1571 Manila had become an ad-
ministrative center for the colonial
government.

Spanish missionaries followed the
Spanish soldiers, and the islands were
quickly converted. Most religious
teaching was done in the native

The Spanish | was
never widely accepted outside the
's administrative centers,

EO

The Catholic Church in the Philip-
pines was dominated by the large
orders of [riars, including the Fran-
ciscans, Augustinians and
Dominicans. In order to maintain

to them. Rebellion broke out in 1899,
but by 1902 U.S. troops had crushed
the last of the Philippine in-
dependence forces.

The church replaced jts Spanish
prelates with U.S. ones, and the U.S.
govenment reimbursed the papacy
for church lands which had been con-
fiscated.

English was declared the official
language of the Philippines.

By 1929, Filipinos and their U.S
allies — including agriculiural in-
terests and labor unions fearful of
Filipino immigrant competition for
U.S. jobs — began a campaign for
independence. In 1934 a law was
passed guarantecing Philippine in-
dependence in 1946.

Strong

A commonwealth government was
elected in 1941 as a step toward in-
depend , but the J inva-
sion of the islands forced it into exile
in 1942, The islands were liberated by
U.S. troops in 1945,

The Republic of the Philippines
elected its first president in 1946.

In 1965, Ferdinand Marcos was
elected the sixth president of the
republic. He was re-elected four years
later, In 1972 he declared martial law
as his term was about to expire.
Thousands of dissidents were ar-
rested,

A new constitution was proclaimed
in 1973, and Marcos was re-clected to
a further six-year term when martial
law was lifted, in 1981,

Lesotho People
Urged

To Forgive

by A.K. Donnelly (NC)

Lesotho's Catholic bishops have
urged their people to “forgive and
forget'" and work for peace in the
wake of the country's recent military
coup.

In a pastoral letter, the four
bishops said it was ‘‘the duty of every
Mosotho (citizen) and ... every
Christian in Lesotho to work tireless-
ly for peace: peace between cach and
every person and God; peace between
members of a family; peace between

Pope Speaks to Pro-Lifers

By Agostino Bono
Yatlean QI:'“-_?‘“G = The church
encou e efforts against
lftndt"mrnu “the evils of abor-
tion, infanticide, euthanasia and con-
traception,”” Pope John Paul 11 sald

I

The church as a major responsibili-
ty for opposing “the anti-life men-
tality which threatens the cause of all
human rights,” he said to par.
ticipants in a Feb. 28-March 2
seminar sponsored by the Interna-
tional Right to Life Federation,

On the same day, the pope met 10
Brazilian bishops and praised their
overall concern for improving the
material well-being o!‘ 1hr¢ poor, hu!.

obedience to the CGospel, without
reductions or olations,” the
pope told the bishops, who were
making their required five-year visits
to the Vatican to report on their
dioceses,

“The message of the Gospel needs
to be permancntly defended from the
temptation of becaming
ideological," he added,

“Neither the Gospel nor the
church’s social teachings derived
:ﬂ“ it are ideologies,” the pope

At the same time, the pope praised
church social action projects and said
the church constantly reaffirms “its
mission of service (o the poor, the op-

{ developing p
and social projects which contain a
non-Christian ideological content.

':.mi those on the margins of
The pope also warned against issu-

People in the pro-life
need ‘‘personal fortitude and patient
perseverance'’ il they are to suc-
cessfully combat an anti-life mentali-
ty, the pope said.

“‘In numerous places around the
world, the pro-life movement runs

ing i d iations'” when
criticizing specific situations,

A ‘“prophetic denunciation” in-
volves special gifts'and “charisms of
the Holy Spirit,"" he said,

“To be something more than a
self-styled 'prophetic denunciation” it
¥ to verify the proper con-

Y Y lo ceriain
trends in society,”” he added.

The pope said pro-life movements
are successful when they present peo-
ple with facts and with convincing
scientific and moral reasons.

““Whal is needed is the courage to
speak the truth clearly, candidly and
boldly, but never with hatred or
disrespect for persons,”” he said.

*“You know the necessity of focus-
ing on specific problems which de-
mand urgent attention and action,
such as the evils of abortion, infan-
Licide, cuthanasia and
contraception,” he said.

At a Feb. 27 press conference in
Rome, U.S. Dr. John Willke, federa-

is
ditions as contained in divine revela-
tion and tradition,” he said,

The pope said the caution was
needed because *‘there are renovation
and renewal movements in the
church, and sometimes outside of it,
which depend on prophetic attitudes
and persons, who attempt to
strengthen hope and to direct
humanity to a better future,”

The pope did not mention any
specific renewal groups or leaders.

Also on March 1, the pope held
separate meetings with three Italian
groups.

The pope told a group of Italian
artists that “‘art in our time and in
every population and nation finds
freed. of i in the

tion presid said the international
group was concerned about a new
form of “‘infanticide’" in the United
States. He said about 1,000 babies,
victims of such birth defects as
Down's syndrome, have “‘starved to
death because some doctors make the
decision that they are not perfect
enough to live."

Willke said the federation also is
concerned about abortion and
cuthanasia but has “no opinion'* on
matters “‘before conception,'’ such
as eption and sterilization.

neighbors; peace in the hamlets and
“villages; peace between various
groups; peace between countries and
nations across the world, for the
whole world thirsts for true peace.”

Lesotho, a mountain kingdom, is
surrounded by South Africa, which
has accused Lesotho of harboring
members of the outlawed African
National Congress, the major black
African opposition to the white
minority government. After South
Africa had slowed the flow of goods
going into Lesotho for several weeks,
a military council ousted Prime
Minister Leabua Jonathan and
returned executive power o King
Moshoeshoe.

Lesotho citizens were publicly hap-
py with the coup. Soon after the
January 20 coup, the military council
urged exiles 1o return home to work
for the good.

control of their vast parish holding
and out of a distrust bred by other
colonial experiences, the friars
resisted the ordination of native
clergy by local bishops. The resulting
tension lasted for centuries, despite
repeated Vatican efforts to solve the
problem.

By the mid-19th century, Spain,
concerned with the growing revolu-
tionary spirit in Europe and America,
concluded that the Spanish friars
were likely to be more loyal to the
colonial government than native
priests, As a result, native pricsts
were displaced by Spanish ones, par-
ticularly in urban parishes.

The disaffected local clergy soon
became involved with Philippine na-
lionalist efforts. In 1872 three native
Pricsts were executed for an alleged
Involvement in a failed troop mutiny.

When the final insurrection against
Spain began in 1898, it was
tharacterized by a strong anti-
Clericalism, particularly against the
Spanish friars. After the Philippines
Were ceded to the United States by
Spain at the end of the Spanish-
American War (1898), flecing

ish priests left 700 parishes va-
tant.
_ The rebellion also led to the forma-
11on of the schismatic Philippine In-
dependent Church by Isabelo de los
£¥es Sr. in 1902, Gregorio Aglipay
"as chosen as supreme bishop and
about 36 secular priests joined his
urch,

This schismatic church, capitaliz-

on anti<lerical and anti-Spanish
entiment, was highly successful at
first, claiming the adherence of 13
Percent of the population. But over
lime, the movement diminished to
Lt“ than five percent of the popula-
on,

When American forces took over
the administration of the Philippines,
Mationalist hostility was transterred

Opus Dei Denies

Magazine Allegations

by John Thavis
Rome (NC) Opus Dei, a
worldwide Catholic organization of
about 75,000 lay members and 1,200
_priests, has denied allegations by an

members or one's own membership
in the organization, ecven to im-
mediate family members, without
permission from Opus Dei superiors.

It said the rules require continual
recrui efforts, ially among

Italian that it img strict
rule over its members through secret,
internal laws. )

The weekly magazine Espresso s:uq
in its March 2 edition that Opus Dei
governs its members through a
479-article code that requires strict
obedience to superiors in all areas of
members® lives.

Opus Dei, which became a per-
sonal prelature in 1982, has never
made public its intermal laws, the
magazine said. Instead, it has fur-
nished an abbreviated set of statutes

intellectuals and those in position of
authority. All members, the
magazine said, are required to con-
sult Opus Dei superiors on “'profes-
sional, social or any other
questions," even those unrelated to
Opus Dei.

The Opus Dei statement said its
rules now require members not o
conceal their membership. It said the
rest of the article referred 1o rules
that either do not exist or have been
modified for some time.

to church officials and local bishop
which ““pretend to update" the rules,
it said. -

The Opus Dei headquarters in
Rome said in a February 24 statement
that **no sccret statute exists, or has
ever existed.” It said its rules have
been modified over the years, and
that the latest version has been given
to the Holy See and local bishops in
dioceses where Opus Dei operates.

Opus Dei was founded by a
Spanish priest, Msgr. Josemaria
Escriva de Balaguer, in 1928. Some
members are celibate, live in Opus
Dei houses and contribute their earn-
ings to the organization, Others live
with their families. All are sn_udcd by
the organization in their spiritual ac-
tivities.

The Espresso article quoted alleged
Opus Dei rules that obligate members
nol to reveal the names of other
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Pope
To Visit
Colombia

By Agostino Bono

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul Il has announced plans to visit
the South American country of Col-
ombia in July.

The pope did not give the exact
dates, but previously the Colombian
bishops had announced preliminary
plans for a July 1-7 visit,

“I will have the joy of paying a
visit 1o Colombia next July,” the
pope said. He sent Colombia's 26.5
million Catholic population a “*warm
sulutation,"”

Colombia’s total population is 27.7
million.

The pope also noted that Colombia
is the headquarters of two important
Latin  American church organiza-
tions: the Latin American Catholic
bishops® council, service organization
for the region’s national hierarchies,
and the Latin American confedera-
tion of Religious, coordinating body
for religious orders working in Latin
America,

The bishops said the military coun-
cil's promise of a general amnesty
was "‘a ray of hope.”

“'We congratulate the council for
this decision to protect human lives
and appeal to all parties concerned:
Let bygones be bygones; forgive and
forget the past.'

The pastoral letter was dated
January 30 but was not issued until
mid-February,

Nearly 15 percent of Lesotho’s 1.4
million people are Catholic.

The pope told the Brazilian
bishops that their social action pro-
grams “‘should be seen as a result of
the faith and not as the fruit of
ideologies.”

““We all speak the same language,
learned in fidelity to Christ and in

i ¥
church."”
Art is important for hun!an

n E
beauty it “‘transmits the enchantment
of pure spirituality, God, who is the
origin and termination “of every
created spirituality,” the pope said.

The pope praised the work of
teachers in a talk to the lalian
Education Association. He wished
them ‘“‘new successes” in molding
children into “honest citizens and
mature Christians."

In a talk to alumni of the
Evangelista Torricelli state universi-
ty, the pope announced that he plan-
ned to visit the northern Italian city
of Faenza May 10. The university is
located in Faenza.

Jerusalem as ‘Living

Symbol of Peace’

By Agostino Bono

Vatican City (NC) — Jerusalem
should be a “‘living symbol"’ of peace
among Christians, Jews and
Moslems, Pope John Paul 11 said
recently.

The pope said Jerusalem contains
sites considered holy by followers of
the three religions,

““Jerusalem, the city of David, the
place of Jesus's death and resurrec-
tion, the site of Mohammed’s night
journey to God: this city must be a
living symbol that God's will for us is
to live in peace and mutual respect,””
he added.

The Bible and the Koran stress that

God is merciful and just, the pope
said

“Along this path there are new
solutions to be found to the political,
racial and confessional conflicts
which have plagued the human fami-
Iy throughout history,"" he said in a
five-paragraph speech.

The pope spoke in English to
Christian, Jewish and Moslem par-
ticipants in a one-day Rome seminar
on seeking reconciliation among the
three religions through their belief in
the same God.

The pope did not mention the legal
status of Jerusalem, a source of bitter
dispute among members of the three

Costa Rican Bishops

Condemn Harassment

by Greg Erlandson (NC)

The Costa Rican bishops' con-
ference has condemned as “‘harass-
ment' and *'persecutions® recent ac-
tions taken by the governmeni of
Nicaragua against the Nicaraguan
church.

The bishops' conference said it
“‘aligns itself fully with the
hierarchy'" of Nicaragua and *‘in a
special way with"” Cardinal Miguel
Obando Bravo of Managua,

The statement was released in San
Jose, Costa Rica, January 27

Tensions between the government
of Nicaragua and the church have in-
creased in recent months. Last vear
the first issue of the church periodical
Iglesia was seized by the authorities
for failing to register with the govern-
ment. On  December 30 Radio
Catolica was taken off the air
because it failed to broadeast a New
Year's speech by Nicaraguan Presi-
dent Daniel Ortega.

The Costa Rican bishops' siate-
ment condemned the closing of the

sion of Catholic priests, and censor-
ship of homilies and “other expres-
sions of the prophetic mission of the
church.”

The church’s mission “is of a
religious nature and not political,"”
the bishops said. They called on the
Sandinista government (o respect the
authority of the church, allow Radio
Catolica to go back on the air, and
cngage the Nicaraguan church in
*“'genuine dialogue,"

The combined bishops' con-
ferences of Central America and
Panama (SEDAC) last December
called for the *“full respect of human
rights in Nicaragua." The SEDAC
statement condemned *‘arbitrary
detention” of Nicaraguans accused
of "co-operating with the church,*

The statement followed a
December 1 letter from Pope John
Paul Il 1o the Nicaraguan bishops
asking for an end to government
harassment of the church,

Recent weeks have seen a rise in
“distinct forms of intimidations and

radio station as *‘a ure clearly
directed ar preventing thousands of
Nicaraguan faithful'* from hearing a
weekly Mass celebrated by Cardinal
Obando Bravo.

The Costa Rican statement was
signed by Archbishop Roman Arrieta
Villalobos of San Jose, president of
the bishops® conference, and the con-
ference secretary, Auxiliary Bishop
Antonio Troyo Calderon of San
Jose,

The statement criticized the expul-

I ings of ordained ministers and
Catholic faithful,"" the pope said in a
Spanish-language letter.

A December 6 letter from the
Nicaraguan bishops to President
Ortega asked for an end to acts of in-
timidation, harassment and censor-
ship.

Released during o recent visit by
Cardinal Obando Bravo to the
United States, the letter said that
many Nicaraguan Catholics believe
they are “'in a state of persecution. '

The Vatican favors international
guarantees (o protect the Christian,
Jewish and Moslem character of the
city. It also opposes Israel’s unilateral
declaration that Jerusalem is the
spiritual and political capital of
Israel.

Many Jews support Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital, saying that the Israeli
government has pledged to protect
and maintain the site of the other
religions.

Many Moslems see the issue tied to
the return of territory occupied by
Israel since a 1967 war against the
alliance of Egypt, Jordan and Syria.
Part of Jerusalem is included in the
Israeli-occupied territory.

The pope stirred conroversy over
the issue last August when he said the
Vatican and Moslem leaders agree
that the city should be regarded as the
“*capital of three monotheistic
religions.” The pope added,
however, that the Vatican and the
Moslems do not necessarily agree on
how this should be obtained.

The pope made his August state-
ment to journalists accompanying
him on n flight to meet King Hassan
Il of Morocco. Hassan heads a pan-
Islamic committee responsible for
Moslem concerns regarding
Jerusalem,

The American Jewish Congress,
which represents major U.S. Jewish
organizations, categorically rejected
the notion that Islamic leaders have
such a universal view of Jerusalem.

**We are aware, however, as Pope
John Paul himself must be, that
Moslems have consistently called for
the removal of Jerusalem from the
state of Israel," said Henry Siegman,
chairman of the American Jewish

Congress.

The Or of the Isl
Conference, representing the major
Mosl i wants a Mosl

lled Jer with safeg d

for Jewish and Christian interests,
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