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Celebrant for this Sunday’s Mass for Shut-Ins is
. Gary Mnc?herson. The Mass airs at 12:30 from
gydney studio of the ATV network.,
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Sister Marguerite Gaudet, CND, will be over 100
jears old on July 7 of this year, and for 70 of those
, she has been a member of the Congregation of
otre Dame. Although-a native of Tignish, P.E.I,, she
t part of her religious career on assignments as a
k in Sydney, and Antigonish. Recently her fellow
jgious joined to help her celebrate her 70th anniver-
; of religious profession. She is now retired at Notre
ame Convent in Charlottetown,

The Catholic Women’s League of Our Lady of
atima Parish, Sydney, recently celebrated its 25th an-
rsary with a special silver jubilee Eucharistic
Jebration.

Concelebrants for the anniversary Mass were
asstor Rev. Anthony MacDonald, Rev. D.A. Doyle,
ev. Michael MacSween and Rev. John Angus Rankin.
ather Doyle was homilist.

Honored in a special way at the celebration were
harter members of the council. There were 27 in all, of
whom six are now deceased. The charter members
remembered were Mrs. Henri Bourque, Mrs. Blair
Chisholm, Mrs. Bruce Gallagher, Mrs. James Gallant,
Mrs. Russell Gallant, Mrs. Allan Gillis, Mrs. J.J.
Gillis, Mrs. James Joseph, Mrs. Joseph Layes, Mrs.
Allison Lewis, Mrs. Jeff Libbus, Mrs. Daniel Mac-
Donald, Mrs. Daniel J. MacDonald, Mrs. Hugh Mac-
Donald, Mrs. Peter MacDonald, Mrs. Stephen
MacKenzie, Mrs. Roderick MacMullin, Mrs. Harold
McSweeney, Mrs. Murdock Smith, Mrs. Walter
Wierbeski, and Mrs. Edward Williams. The deceased

embers remembered were Mrs. John Cook, Mrs. Sam
ivito, Mrs. Peter Fedora, Mrs. Joseph Harriett, Mrs.
lorman MacDonald and Mrs. W.]. Tobin.
'P Plans for parish participation in this year's visit of
Pope John Paul to Canada were completed at a recent
meeting of St. Agnes parish council in New Waterford.

Each parish is entitled to have two laymen and
parish clergy as part of the congregation in a special
Mass the pope is to celebrate in St. Mary’s Basilica in

alifax, while all those who can attend may take part
in other functions in the provincial capital.

The parish representatives who are responsible for
their own expenses are Rev. James Maclntyre, the
pastor, Ted Boutlier, chairman of the parish council,
and Theresa Rich. The pastor is entitled to participate
as a clergy representative, Mr. Boutilier was selected
by the parish council and Miss Rich’s name was drawn
ifrom a number of names submitted by parishioners in-
terested in attending the Mass. All parishioners had the
‘Opportunity to take part in the draw.

. The council also named its chairman to be the
‘contact person in the parish for the organization in
charge of the papal visit.

s g ) 5

. A son of the Antigonish diocese, Rev. Harvey
te"]'-‘. SFM, center, originally from Sydney, Cape
Pleton, s the founder of the Inter-American Co-
“Perative Institute in Panama. Pictured with him are
flev, Joe McGuickin, SFM, left, former ICI director,
*d Tom Walsh, SFM, current director, as they
Tpare to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the In-
ttute, -
Father Steele was instrumental in founding the

Lon the lines of the Coady International Institute.
Filhor Steele, when in Antigonish, often discussed his
Peoples plight with the Msgr. Coady, the founder of the
ady International Institute, who encouraged him to
ound 4 co-op group in Panama. Since that time 20
bars ago, over 1,000 students from Central America
l‘nd Spanish-speaking islands of the Caribbean have
Udied the co-op movement at the ICL.

The story of Father Steele’s involvement with ICI,
'Work and the influence of Dr. Coady are reported
' depth in the February issue of Scarboro Missions
Wazine,

| First Parish Council Formed

' Innovation for Sydney Mines Parish *

Thirteen members of the Immac-
ulate Conception Parish in Sydney
Mines have formed that commu-
nity's first parish council almost
100 years after its inception. Under
the chairmanship of Neil Campbell,
the group of men and women
pledged themselves in faith “‘to
serve God and the parish commu-
nity as members of the Council®’.

may we continue to deepen our
spiritual lives and open our hearts
in the Spirit”".

Rev. J.A. MacNeil, pastor of the
parish, explains that a steering
committee began the process of
formation last autumn when it-put
forth a list of nominees for parish
council. Parishioners then cast
their ballots for those who would

In a special installation liturgy
recently conducted by Rev. D.A.
Doyle, the newly elected council-
lors recited **with the help of God,
may we use the gifts and talents
with which He has endowed us and

represent them on the first parish
council.

Father MacNeil notes that the
effort to form this council was swift
and thorough. To date the group
has had two meetings and already,

WCC, Catholic

Relations Positive

Vatican City (NC) — The grow-
ing relationship between the
Catholic Church and the World
Council of Churches “is a very
positive one overall,” said Msgr.
Basil Meeking, an official at the
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting
Chrisitian Unity.

I:t an NC News Inleu:;view. Msgr.

A

topics, of baptism, Eucharist and
ministry and in the aspects of those
topics which were discussed.
Reflections of Catholic in-
fluence, Msgr. Meeking said, in-
clude the study of “presence” and
“sacrifice,” as well as “meal” and
“commemoration” in the discus-
sion of Eucharist, and the study of

ion as sacrament in the

14 e
between the Catholic Church and
the 36-year-old WCC. Pope John
Paul II plans to visit the WCC
headquarters in Geneva,
Switzerland, June 12.

The WCC is composed of Chri-
tian churches representing 386
million people.

Msgr. Meeking said that the
Catholic Church never has been a
member of the WCC. However, he
described the relationship as one of
“fraternal collaboration,” the
phrase used by Pope Paul VI in
1975.

Msgr. Meeking added that this
fraternal collaboration is a far ery
from the situation in 1949, when
Vatican officials said Catholic
specialists and experts could work
with the WCC, but surrounded the
with nu cau-

per
tions.

Msgr. Meeking said that the
Catholic Church relates to the
various commissions of the WCC
in different ways. He noted that
there is a close relationship bet-
ween the Catholic Church and the
WCC's Faith and Order Commis-
sion, but the same closeness does
not mark efforts on social issues.

The major difference is that the
WCC tends to be more specific in
applying general principles to
social issues.

“On the international level,
what applies in one area does not
necessarily apply in another,”
Msgr. Meeking said. “The only
time that the pope makes specific
applications at a local level is if he
visits there.”

Differences in approaching
social issues, however, do not
preclude smooth relations in other
areas.

Msgr. Meeking said that 12
Catholic theologians, including
U.S, Father Raymond Brown, are
on the Faith and Order Commis-
sion.

He praised the commission's
statement on baptism, Eucharist
and ministry.

“The Catholic Church began to
work with the Faith and Order
Commission in 1968, he said.
“With the statement on baptism,
Eucharist and ministry we begin to
see the Catholic contribution
emerging.

The 1982 statement, he said,
reflects a Catholic influence both
in the significance given to the

discussion on ministry.

He added that membership on
the commission has enhanced the
Catholic Church’s bilateral
dialogues: with various religious
groups, such as the Anglicans and
Lutherans,

Msgr. Mecking also mentioned
the relationship between the
Catholic Church and WCC Com-
mission for World -Mission and
Evangelization,

He said members of Religious
Missionary communities are con-
sultants to the commission and the
Vatican has assigned Maryknoll
Sister Joan Delaney as a stafl con-
sultant to the commission,

Msgr. Meeking praised the role
in advancing ecumenism of the
Joint Working Group between the
Catholic Church and the WCC.

“There's a feeling on both sides
that we've taken too much for
granted,” Msgr. Meeking said. He
added that religious leaders have
“wrongly presumed that their peo-
ple are supporting them and are
aware of what they are doing.”

“We've found that there's too
much being done by experts and
not enough by the rest,” he said.
“There's a whole generation of peo-
ple since Vatican II that we
have assumed are involved in
ecumenism but who do not know
where we have come from.”

The Joint Working Group also
sees “a need for theological educa-
tion in ecumenism for people in
various ministries,” he said, “We
can't take for granted that they've
learned about ecumenism through
osmosis.”

The group also had to look at
new points of division between
churehes regarding such issues as
abortion, genetic engineering,
morality and sexual ethics, he said.

Msgr. Mecking also said that the
joint Working Group should ad-
dress the issues of cooperation on
soeial issues.

“We have lo see if the problems
are as difficult as they seem,” he
said, “We have to look at what
more we can do together that we
are not doing at the present time.

“Despite our divisions, we have
to look at what we have in com-
mon so that we can witness
together,” he said. “There are dif-
ferences, but that's no excuse for
not facing up to our obligations.”

Faith Faces

Many Threats

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Vatlcan City [NC]. — Religious
indifference, materialism and per-
missive morality threaten the faith
in Western society, said Pope John
Pual Il in a recent address to 1,500
French pilgrims.

The pilgrims had come to the
Vatican for beatification as martyrs
of 99 French men and women exe-
cuted during the French Revolu-
tion

Western  society is a  place
“where religious indifference, ma-
terialism, doubt. unbelief and the
of permissive  morality

the  pope

climate
unsettle  Christians, ™
said.

“Despite the good will and gen-
that remain and  that
sometimes themselves
with force and imtelligence,” he

crosily
CXPross

added, “'this environment risks
stifling or extinguishing the faith of
numerous young people and
adults.”

The pope added that in such a
climate there is a need for courage
in the face of “indifference, lack of
understanding and derision, "'

The pope also criticized Marxist
regimes  which inhibit
freedom, and said that religious
persecution in such countries usu-
ally begins with
faithful of being compromised
politically, of lack of patriotism."

religious

“accuring  the

in the view of Father MacNeil, they
are working in concert with their
pastor. Father MacNeil explains
that parish councils were not
established to focus on the nuts and
bolts of administering a parish.
Instead he believes the council
must concentrate on the spiritual
development of the parish commu-
nity. He suggests that the forma-
tion of the -liturgical and the
religious education committees is
crucial to the mandate of the parish
council.

The pastor adds that parish
councils and parish priests moti-
vate each other to assume their
proper leadership roles. In addition
to council is a forum through which

LIBERTY: Choicest gem of the old world,

members of the parish may often
communicate their concerns.

Aside from Mr. Campbell, other
parish council members have as-
sumed executive posts. Patrick
Reilly is the vice-chairman on
council, Jean Francis, its secre-

assumed a share in what Father
Doyle described as *'the mission of
the Church and in the ministry of
Jesus"", Their effort **will be joined
with the efforts of others through-
out this diocese to effectively build
up the body of Christ,”” Father

tary, and Lorne Higgins, its treas-  Doyle said. !
urer. John Andrea and David Guy  The celebrant said, “*We accepl
up the i your i of ministry to aur

are h A g
which will plan parish centennial
celebrations during the upcoming
year. Nora Doyle is chairman of the
religious education committee and
Ronald MacDougall, chairman of
the Christian service committee.
At the completion of the install-
ation liturgy this executive and the
g S of =t

and tairest flower of the new.

Eltl'iﬂl- We thank you for your
willingness to serve; may we grow
together in love, faith and joy.™

All members of the parish
prayed that God would grant the
newly formed council *‘the vision
and courage to seek the truth and
discern God's will in all matters
they will be asked to consider’”.
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New Waterford Parish

Records Good IYear

The recent annual meeting of
the parishioners of St. Agnes Parish
was told that the parish had ex-
perienced marked progress during
the past year and that the parish
had improved materially, some
major decisions for the future hav-
ing been put into effect.

Parish council chairman Ted
Boutilier presided over the
meeting, which was the first held
in many years but is planned to be
held on an annual basis (early in
the year) in the future.

Pastor Rev. James Maclntyre
said that financially the parish had
experienced good inprovement
due to the continuing support and
generosity of parishioners. He said

“that those supporting the parish do .

Uso very gemerously’birt that there is

ineed for greater participation by

many who do not support the

The need for great participation
in the life of the parish was stressed
in all of the reports by the pastor,
the chairman and committee dur-
ing the meeting.

The meeting was opened with a
prayer, led by Father MacIntyre,
for the 28 members of the parish
who had died during the past year.

Highlights of various reports in-
cluded decision to employ a full-
time religious education co-

Gertrude Whalen gave a report
for the Catholic Women;s League
and Michael Moseychuck one for
the parish men's club. They
reported that both of these
organizations, with relatively
small membership, had carried on
an exceptionally active program
and had made solid material con-
tributions to the parish as a whole.

The committee of those in-
terested in the parish campsite at
Sangaree reported considerable im-

ordinator for the year ahead and to
organize a program of religious
education, which would cover all
of the young people of the parish.
There is significant need for a pro-
gram serving junior and senior
high school grades, the meeting
was told.

prov ts to the parish campsite.
Besides raising funds for the camp-
site, the committee administered
two grants with a portion of one
being utilized for general im-
provements and repairs to parish
properties, The report was given
by Mrs. Tom Wilson.
Tum to Page 2 Col. 3)

St. Peter’s Parish Holds
Annual Meeting

The annual meeting ol the St
Peter’s Parish, Tracadie, was held
recently with reports given by the
four committees of the parish coun-
cil,

Mark Davidson, speaking on
behalf of Leo VanBerkel, chairman
of the Religion Ed. Committee,
reported on the effort to enroll the
grade seven students in a home
program in religion education.

“We are meeting with some suc-
cess,” he said. “Students in higher
grades have become interested in
the program. Families are co-
operating very well.”

Anna  Wallace, retired vice-
principal at Tracadie Consolidated
School, is coordinating tne pro-
gram.

“Next year, Mr. Davidson said,
“we hope to enroll grades seven
and ecight in the program to be
followed by grade nine the follow-
ing year. We encourage all parents
of the parish to consider the
benefits of the program and en-
courage and help their children to
participate.”

Donna Connors, reporting on
behall of the Christinn Service
Committee, spoke about the suc-
cess of the children’s Swim Pro-
gram. Over 100 children were
enrolled in the program sponsored
by the Service Committee and
directed by the Department of
Recreation and Fitness, Expenses
were met by organizing a walk-a-
thon and dances. A sizable kitty
has been set aside for this year's
swim I‘r(l“ri"“.

The committee also sponsored
Teen Dances on the occasion of
Hallowe'en and Christmas. Mr.
and Mrs. Milford DeCoste and
helpers looked after the Hallowe'en
Dance. Mr. and Mrs. Ron Wallace
and helpers looked after the

' Christmas Teen Dance,

The 99 French martyrs, who
were beheaded or shot before a
firing squad in 1794, had refused to
support a French law who which
sought to subject the church to
state rather than to papal authority.

Milford DeCoste, chairman of
the Liturgy Committee, reported
that new lectors, gift bearers, altar
servers and ushers were added to
the number now serving and rota-
tion lists drawn up. One seemingly
insurmountable difficulty was the

finding of a new choir director and
organist since the former one had
moved to another parish. Even-
tually, Edward Rogers of Heather-
ton was hired as choir master, Lisa
Marrow of Monastery volunteered

to play the organ and Joyee
VanBerkel to direct the 10:30 a.m.
Mass. Ann Delorey and Beverly
Crispo have volunteered to take
over the junior choir.

[Turn to page 2, col. 3]

ElSalvador,

Pope’s Concern

By John Thavis

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has told a group of bishops
from El Salvador that he shared
thieir concern over the continuing
“deaths, attacks and displacement
of thousands of Salvadorans.”

“1 am following with great sor-
row the sad events in your
country,” the pope told the
bishops.

“I ask the Lord that, with har-
mony between all Salvadorans, the
day will come when violence
ceases, when the flow of blood is
stopped and when a stable and
durable peace is reached,” the pope
said.

He said peace in the country
should be the “fruit of justice, a
peace that will usher in the im-
mense task of reconstruction and
development that your people are
so justly requesting with the voice
of anguish.”

The pope recalled his visit to El
Salvador a year earlier and his call
then for dialogue and peace in the
country, which has been torn by
civil war for the past four years.

“Unfortunately, the causes for
concern have not disappeared dur-
ing the past months,” the pope
said. “Despite the efforts made,
there are still deaths, attacks and
the displ t of thousands of
Salvadorans, who are in search of a
small place of peace, where they
can work honestly and offer their
fumilies a better future.”

The current dramatie situation
in El Salvador is “costing a good
and dignified people much suffer

ing and many tears,” the pope said.
But in the midst of this, he added,
there had been evidence of a new
moral energy and a deepening of
faith leading to a slow but ap-
preciable spiritual renewal

Pope John Paul said proper
training for religious instructors is
an important part of pastoral
ministry in El Salvador, especially
since the number of teachers is
growing.

“This task is also urgent in your
dioceses because of the dangerous
infiltration of certain groups of
quite doubtful religious inspira-
tion,” the pope said,

“These groups try to pull from
the breast of the Catholic Church
many of its children, especially
when their faith lacks solid doe-
trinal foundations,” he said.

The pope did not name any of
the “groups of quite doubtful
religious inspiration.”

The church in El Salvador
should continue to promote the
values of the family, he said, from
marriage to education of children.

The chureh’s role in promoting
these values is especially needed “in
countries where civil laws do not
recognize or protect essential
clements of the natural order that
correspond to the creator’s plan for
marriage and the family.” the pope
said.

The Salvadoran bishops were
making their “ad limina™ visits to
the pope required every five years
to report on the status of their
dineeses.
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UPTO
YOUTH

| Rev. Gary MacPherson

4 St. Anthony Daniel Parish in Sydney has always
had, over the years, a very active youth group. This
year is no exception. With guid and support from
their pastor, Rev. Doug Murphy, this group meets
every Sunday at 7:30 p.m.

Among their activitics, they recently completed a
Children’s Fair for the group’s members of the parish.
They are also getting involved in the Diocesan Youth
Rally to be held at Holy Redeemer Parish, March 31.
Among the activities they have planned is a blcyele trip
this summer to Prince Edward Island, and on April 14,
they are planning a car rally in the industrial area.

Like most Youth Groups in this city, they enjoy
floor hockey and boast of beating St. Theresa's Youth
Group 2-1, and are looking forward to playing St.
Joseph's. They ask if other Youth Groups would be
¢ -willing to take part in a floor hockey tournament. You
can write them at: St. Anthony Daniel Youth Group,
P.0. Box 504, Sydney, Nova Scotia, BIP 6H4.

Pictured below are some members of the Youth
Group as they worked on a presentation to be made at
the Diocesan Youth Rally on Video's.

Pictured are Michacl Rankin,
Sutherland.

4
)

iy i ),
In this photo are Jim Gilbert, left, John Beaton and
Peter Arsenault. A

A

e

~ Shown here are John Currie, left, Kevin Taylor,
Roger Deveanx and Allan MacPherson.

y UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 23-25

— “Christ Life . . . our Life", a retreat for high
school students [boys and girls] grade 10-12, to be held

at Bethany Center, Antigonish
MARCH 24
) — 8:30 p.m. — 8 a.m. March 25 — NIGHT

WATCH — a night of prayer for the youth of the
industrial area of Cape Breton, sponsored by St.
Joseph’s Parish Youth Group, Sydney. [his will begin
with Mass in St. Joseph's Church. Taiks will be given
by the youth themselves.
MARCH 31
— Diocesan Youth Rally for students, grades 9-12
to be held at Holy Redeemer Parish Center, Sydney.
This day will be a youth celebration for the Pope’s visit
in September when it is hoped the Holy Father will
address a youth rally,
APRILT
— Girls challenge weekend for high school girls,
grades 10-12, to be held at St. Joseph’s Parish Center,
Bras d"Or.
APRIL 14
— Boys Challenge Weekend for high school boys
|grades 10-12] to be held at St. Juseph's Parish Center,
Bras d'Or.
For more information on any of the above items
write Diocesan Youth Office, 69 King's Rd., Sydney,
i BIS 1A2.

St. Agnes

Continued from Page 1

The cemetery committee
reported that the work of im-
proving additional land
seeured for the parish
cemetery  would be con-
tinued this year and that the
cemetery should continue to
serve the parish for the next
decade but after that no-fur-
ther land would be available
at the present site for future
expansion,

The general report of the
parish council noted a dona-
tion of $2,000 over the past
two years to help finance the
“Christian Service Committee
of the council. This commit-
lee headed by parish visitor
Sr. Ann Dalton reported a
wide ranging program to
assist the needy in the com-
munity.

The parish has paid
$2,000 of a pledged donation
to St. Michael's parish to
assist in the new church now
underway. The balance of
St. Agnes $5,000 donation
will be paid over the next
three vears.

The property; finance and
administration committee
reported that parish
buildings, the church, the
rectory and Tompkins
Center, were in generally
good condition but continu-
ing repairs and im-
pr were Y.
Major repairs to both the
church and Tompkins
Center would be required in
the not too distant future
while improvements to all
buildings to reduce fuel con-
sumption were a necessity.

The Liturgy committee
reported good participation
of parishioners in the parish
as lectors and lay ministers of
the Eucharist.

Chairman Boutilier ex-
tended thanks of the parish
to all those who had con-
tributed to and assisted in the
work of the parish during the
vear and on behalf of the
meeting extended thanks to

the pastor Fr. Maclntyre on
his devoted leadership dur-
ing the year and since his
appointment as pastor of the
parish, which is this year
marking the 70th anniver-
sary of its founding.

The meeting was followed
by a social arranged by the
members of the social com-
mittee in co-operation with
the CWL and the Men's
Club. Scottish music was
supplied by Margaret Mac-
Phee and Joe MacLean and
Mike Haarictha acted as the
disc jockey for a program of
music by dancing. Also
featurpd was a group of step
dancers, younger members
of the parish di 1 by Kay

Pope Plans

Stadium Mass

By John Thavls

Vatican City [NC] — Pope
John Paul 1L will celebrate
Mass at a Rome sports
stadium during the Holy
Year week in April dedicated
to the world’s youths, an-
nounced the Pontifical Coun-
cil for the Laity, which is
organizing the cvents.

The April 12 Mass will
come during a day-long
program of international ath-
letics, featuring perform-
ances by an international
group of athletes, the laity
council said in a recent press
release.

The sport event was plan-
ned as part of the one-day
Holy Year program for ath-
letes organized in part by the
Italian Olympic Association,

It was later decided to add
the outdoor stadium Mass
and invite the estimated
50,000 youths who will be in
Rome for Holy Year events
April 11-15.

Pope John Paul will attend
the athletic performances
before celebrating Mass and
delivering messages to the
athletes and the youths, the
council said,

The release also listed
other scheduled activities
during the week, which org-
anizers  predict will be
attended by more than 3,000
U.S. youths and thousands
more from Europe, Africa,
Asia and South America.

Other activities include:

— An April 11 torchlight
procession after which the
pope will address the youths
in St. Peter's Square.

— April 12-14 instructional
meetings  among - youth
groups to discuss the themes
of freedom, joy and love.

— An April 14 afternoon

reports, the meeting con-
sidered general business. The
chairman noted that during
the past summer members of
different men’s ball teams
urged the construction of a
fence in the outfield so that
official league games could
be sanctioned. The ball
teams agreed to pay for the
fence and its installation if
permission were granted.
The decision on this matter
will be made at the next
parish council meeting.
During |

the di ion

meeting with Pope John Paul
in St. Peter’s Square where
the youths will be able to
question the pope.

An  April 15 Palm
Sunday celebrations led by
the pope in St. Peter’s
Square.

Organizers of the activities
are still arranging housing
for the youths after cancell-
ing plans to set up a giant
"“tentcity'" in a park near the
Vatican.

The idea was withdrawn
after it drew criticism from

local environmentalists and’

politicians.

Private housing and small-
er campgrounds are being
sought in and around Rome
to accommodate the youths
during what is normally one
of the busiest tourist seas-
ons.

While 50,000 is the official
estimate of those who will
attend, council officials have
said privately that the numb-
er may grow to twice that.

New
Twist for

Fitness

By Lydia Mislewlch

Edmonton, Alberta [NC]
— "God said the bedy is a
temple of the Lord, so why
can't the church do some-
thing to keep it fit?"" asked
the secretary of a Catholic
Women's League group.,
. At Edmonton’s St. Joseph
Cathedral, Susan Barylo,
secretary-turned-""dancer-
cise'"-instructor, answered
her own question by forming
a class which exercises to
Christian music instead of
modern rock or jazz.

“*The church should be
able to offer the same kinds
of things that the secular

comrnunity_can," Mirs. Bary-

To said.

Mrs. Barylo was trained to
lead the class by an Edmon-
ton dancercise company. She
brought Christian music
from her own collection and
the company choreographed
a set of exercises to go with

the songs.
The first class, with 25
participants, ‘met twice a

regarding the ball field it
was brought out that the
recreation committee of the

Hanrahan and Sarah
MacLeod, including Amy
Baker,Conni Boutilier, Shel-
ly MacLean, Tracy
MacLean, Cathie Guthro,
Patsy Sampson and Suzanne
Desveaux. Lunch was serv-
ed. ;

t. Peter’s

Continued [rorn.Pnge 1
The liturgy committee also
looked after the decorati

ity plans a soccer
field to go along with the
ball field and other recrea-
tion facilities already
assemnbled in the lower field,

Finally the mecting
discussed the parish financial
statement. It was noted that
revenue remained where it
was the previous year. Ex-
penses were up in some
areas, notably in insurance
premiums. Great admiration
for Dorothy O'Quinn, the
housel was expressed n

of the church and the mak-
ing of banners for special oc-
casions such as First Com-
munion Sunday and the Sun-
day set aside to com-
memorate the parish’s 180th
anniversary. Bishop William
E. Power presided at the
Eucharist and preached the
homily.

Raymond DeLorey, chair-
man of the Administration
and Finance Committee,
reported steady progress in
the maintenance of parish
buildings and property,
Lamp standards in the park-

keeping groceries down to
$1,526.30. It was the feeling
of the meeting that it was a
good year. It was noted that
besides the donations
reported in the statement to
church-sponsored groups,
such as Peace and Develop-
ment and others, the parish
makes substantial donations
to St. Martha's Ladies Aux-
iliary, Martha Home Health
Care, Recovery House,
CAMR, Cancer Society and
many others.

In his closing remarks
pastor Rev. Frank Morley
hanked all the parishi

ing lot were 1 50 that
new foundations could be
made. Before they were put
back new wiring was install-
ed. Parking lines were
freshened up in the parking
lot.

Mr. DeCoste told the
meeting that smokeeaters
were installed in the parish
hall and a larger fan with a

i

e
Insulin is not a cure
Help us Find One
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inless steel hood installed
over the stove in the kitchen,

Work was completed on
enlarging the parking lot at
the ball field and a new road
to the ball field was con-
structed.

A work night to clean up
brush adjacent to the park-
ing lot was organized and
wais suceessful,

Following committee

for their fine support and
loyalty. He had a special
word of thanks for the
members of the parish coun-
cil and invited everyone to
take his or her turn in “look-
ing after God's Kingdom in
this beautiful spot entrusted
tous” ™~

Members of the parish
council and Harold Snyder,
chairman; Maria DeCoste;
Milford DeCoste; Lucy
Wilkie; Raymond DeCoste;
Leo VanBerkel; Terri White;
Bobby Pettipas; John Rovers;
Gerald Pushie; Linda
Boudreau; Michael David-
son; Tony MacDonald and
Donna Connors. Sheila Con-
nors resigned on moving to
another parish.

week for 10 weeks last fall.
The second session began
Jan. 30,

The exercises begin with
show music, gets faster and

New Room
in Vatican

Library

By John Thavis

Vatican City [NC] — Pope
John Paul I1 dedicated part of
a new 20-room underground
section of the Vatican library
Feb. 7 and said the reproduc-
tion of manuscripts from the
library's collections was a
“great work™ in the service
of truth.

Vatican officials hope sales
of the high-quality facsimiles
will help pay for the new
library extension.

The pope also thanked the
West German Bishops Con-
ference for a loan it made for
the construction of the addi-
tion. The Vatican did not
specify the size of the loan.

The concrete extension of
the library is six feet beneath
the library courtyard. Con-
struction began in 1982,
marking the latest in a series
of additions made since the
library was organized by
Pope Sixtus IV in the I5th
century.

The building was con-
structed to provide special
protection against fire and
flooding for the library's
manuscrips., books and other
Ir but a Vatican
spokesman said it was not
meant to safeguard the mat-

erial from nuclear attack,

When construction began,
cost was estimated al 515
million, The Vatican did not
say on Feb. 7 what the actual
cost had been.

returns to slow as in any
dancercise class, Mrs. Barylo
said. Only the type of music
is different

A lot of modern music is
not nice and doesn't have
Christian morals,'* she said.

Music used in the St
Joseph's routine includes
“‘Like a Shepherd'’ from the
Catholic Book of Worship IL
“Blessed be the Lord"" and
“You Shall be My witness”’
from the album, '‘Songs of
Praise'’; and *‘Jesus’ Name
Above All Others’ by the
Marathon Singers.

Women in the first class
ranged in age from their mid-
20s to two sisters in their late
60s.

Ruth Essers, 61, said she
was so surprised about the
format that she called up
before starting the class and
asked how one could dance to
religious music. She said she
enjoys the classes very
much.

OBITUARY

MARY ETHEL JACKSON

Funeral services were held
February 7 for the late Mary
Ethel Jackson at St. Dennis
Church Yonkers, New York.

She died suddenly on
February 3 at St. Joscph's
Hospital, Yonkers, Burial was in
Oakland Cemetery.

Mrs. Jackson was bom in
Tracadie, Antigonish County,
November 22, 1923, She was a
daughter of the late Benjamin
and Sophie (Benoit) Myette.

Slie Is-survived by her hus-
band, Howard; five sons Robert,
Kelly, Craig, Colin and Shawn;
and daughter, Ann Marie; two
stepchildren Debbie and Kerry
all of Yonkers; four sisters Eileen
Warner, Port Hawkesbury;
Priscilla Rust; Tracadie, Cecilia
Durley, Samia, Ont.; Eldora
Stamford, Conn.; and brother
Josepeh, Frankville; and two
grandchildren,  Dana and
Jessica Marie,

Diocesan Office of

Religious Education

The Office of Religious Education exists, | .
enable children, youth and adults in the diocese
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b T0 BELIEVE AND WITNESS TO
THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST
THROUGHOUT LIFE

THE JOY OF LENT

The scason of Lent is upon us! The Season
described in the first Lenten preface, as “‘{hjg J“an;
season’’.

The same Lenten preface suggests the way gy fing
Joy: “a spirit of loving reverence and a spirit of willng
service to our nelghbour: Joy no more than hﬂnp!nm‘
cannot be pursued for its own sake. We cannot s¢q gq
to make Lent joyful. It offers Joy, however, to thyy,
whom exercises of picty and works of charity “Starile
into self-forgetfulness’.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH 7, 21, 28, APRIL 4, 11, 18 — Adull Fajyy

Development Course sponsored by the Invemeg
Deanery; Mabou Renewal Center.

MARCH 15 — Sesslon for Parents of Fiy
Communlon, Bridgeport, N.S.

MARCH 25 — Catechist Workshop, St. Joseph's,
Antigonish County.

MARCH 12 — Closing of Religlous Educailo
Diploma Program — U.C.C.B.; A.V.T.C. Sydney.

For more Information on any of these programs
contact 0.R.E., P.0. Box 123, Sydney, N.S., BIP 6G3;
phone 564-5311.
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" F amily Ali'ée

(Cont. from Pg. 4)
When people discover new life within

themselves then all of

renewed. At every age it is possible for
peopie to rediscover fire within themselv-
es. At times people may feel their lives are -

i : pAbple.can fing/’
new life. They begin to awaken once again.
Slowly. they feel the warmth of new life
and love stirring within them. The flames
of new hopes, new love, new meaning and

_ purpose all create a new fire which gives

ashes. But out of the,

new light to life.

e e s

person emerges. It is the same physicd
body but there is a new person inside. 4
new attitude toward life. Toward people. &
growing understanding of the meaning o

life becomes

love.

- T g ey SR
- =

ﬂ!n;L'e@t/F,&l'st_c:‘ season helps us 10
ground. our lives in the Lo, By beng
“plugged into’" the Lord 'we tealize thal
our life goes beyond ourselves, Wearens
done in our life. And we see others who

“share life with us as a gift from God. Itis
part of the way God marks himself preseat

|
Lo us. :f
Lent/Easter is that celebrations of Lent leads to new life. Families aret
going from ashes to new fire. It is the be life giving. Take time in your fnmil}’-'[
celebration of the profound Christian truth deepen your spiritual life during this iz |
that life can rise from the ashes. A new of Lent. |
Part of the complex willbe  per'” method, which dupli- reproduction project an i
used for storage and part for  cates colors and details, 14 *'to  circulate and mil
a new study room for the works have already been re-  known in the world he!
library's average of 120 users  produced and put on sale in  treasures of wisdom i
each day. Italy, West Germany, Spain, beauty" which were “de?
The construction project is  France, Japan and Sweden,  of entry to the faith. ™ I
being ﬁnam\,cd ALPAE: by “:'e The facsimilies include an The Vatican hopes torep!
§alc of spcc:all-‘cdmo!-l fac_snl- world atlas ($70), two  the loan from the Gemn#
||<_:s|; he W 13 ""l:' letters by Martin Luther and  Pishops from the sales of %
:;I;lintg Flrm?flﬂcrsr::?of:e " his translation of an Aesop reProductions, said A
Ve s aint phmg”phi'c fable (5200). and a 9 bishop Alfons Stickler. chil§
technique called the “'scan- century Bible.(5200). Hbrarian at the Vaticas
. Pope John Paul called the Tary.
——
______ VISITING HALIFAX? -
Stay with us! .
We have special weekend rates:

Sama
L ami s

*
£
*

plenty of free

For Your Meeti][ s or Mini er
< £ ini-Conferences o Offert
Sl 1a i : f(l'( nees We Q

y Ry
facilities for up to 40 people
all necessary supplies and com

; ;
group meals at special rates

10 minutes to the airport:

Halifax-D:.
P.O. BOX 20, FALL RIVER | Dartmout}

BON 250, TELEPHON]:: e

Friday, Saturday, Sunday — $29.95 .., . e

(SORRY NO GrROUes)

COUNTRY LIVING
ALL YEAR ROUND

plus special rated
plimentary coffe?

parking

10 minutes from

VAVERLEY, NO

L SCOTIA, CANADY
12) 861-3450
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Events at the Jordan:
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Something Big Is at Stake

By David Gibson
The story I want to tell you about
pegins with a flourish. The reader’s full
gitention is captured on the story's first
page:

In fact, it immediately becomes
apparent that all the elements of a Rood
pook are here — one that will hold a
reader’s interest.

The setting is in the country, near a
river. A large crowd is present.

The story's writer indicates that
everyone in the surrounding countryside
gnows about what has been happening at
the river. Everyone is interested, curious,

Word had spread into the city, o0,
The crowd is peppered with people from
there.

The first major character to appear in
the ‘story almost startles the reader. Is
this the way he dresses? a few people
ask.

His clothing is casual. It is said that
what he eats is unusual too. But then he
has come from the desert, The man wears
the skin of an animal and a leather belt
around his waist.

His name is John. He would definitely
stand out in any crowd.

Does he remind these people of the
prophets of long ago? There haven't been
any prophets around this river for a long

time, the reader suspects.

Whatever, John creates a sense of
vague discomfort in the ‘reader. The
pm_ple crowd around him. He is
intriguing, to say the least. But is he
really that compelling? What makes him
50 compelling?

There are unanswered questions
here: thlngstobetnawnaboutthepenplc
who come out to hear what John had to
say — their mati their

disturbance of the social order will make
matters warse for the people. Some
people are looking for a new, powerful
leader who will put an end to what almost
seems like slavery to them.

This day will prove disappointing for
some of the people, who have begun to
pin their hopes for the future on John.
Others will be surprised, still others will
think ““I knew it!" when the popular

ﬂ_ﬂngs to be known about John himself —
his background, the meaning behind his

words.

You have to read on. A mystery
unfolds as the pages of a book are turned.

desert preacher says he is simply a
messenger preparing the way for some-
one else; that even another baptism will
one day supersede this one.

~-John’s manner does not escape the
crowd's notice. It is as if John thinks he is

It can’t be given away completely on the
first page.

But the sence can be set. Questions
— and a sense of anticipation can be
raised. Clues can be hidden on the first
page.

John was baptizing the people in the
river. He called it a baptism of repent-
ance. And he was talking with them about
their way of life and their hopes for the
future.

It is well-known that these people
live in a nation occupied by a foreign
power, As in any such situation, the
forces of work among the people are
complex, not simple.

Some people want to overthrow the
occupying forces. Some people fear that a

preparing them for someone of real
importance: anpther prophet? a king?

Now the story’s writer introduces a
second character. He is a man in the
crowd that day. His name is Jesus,

John baptizes him. But that's not all.

When the baptism takes place you
get the impression there is something
hshaking about the

The reader now suspects, correctly,
that this story is really about Jesus.

The writer has created a sense that
there is more to the events on his first
page than meets the eye.

There is a sense, too, that something
big is at stake. ;

Historical Insights:

Two Fiery Desert Prophets

By Rev. John Castelot

John the Baptizer is one of the few
characters in the Gospels about whom we
have any information from secular
history. The Jewish historian, Josephus,
writing toward the end of the first
century, corroborates what the Gospel
says about him up to a certain point.

Josephus wrote: “Herod put to
death this.good man who was exhorting
the Jews to live upright lives, in dealing

Justly with oneanother*atidl submitting "

devoutly to God, and to join in baptism."

Josephus also said: **When still
others joined the crowds around (John),
because they were quite enthusiastic in
listening to his words, Herod became
frightened that such persuasiveness with
the people might lead to some uprising;
for it seemed that they might go to any
length on his advice."

Here J parts pany with

Falith

ENOW YOUR FAITI

the gospel story. Herod's fear of John's
potential political power was behind his

NCNEWSSERVICTE

Minor (Acts 19:1-7). The brilliant orator,

A el

Ap who figures so prominently in

arrest and execution, Josephus indi

The Gospel, of course, says that Herod
had John beheaded at the insist of
his wife, Herodias, She was furious at
John's condemnation of her marriage.

However, the two motives could both
apply. Herod may well have feared
John's power with the people; Herodias
may well have resented his embarras-
sing accusations.

At any rate, it seems clear that John
Was an immensely popular preacher with
large, loyal following. Their loyalty did
not die with his execution. The Gospels
indicate, in Luke 11:1 for instance, that
during John's lifetime his followers
formed a distinct group of disciples with a
distinctive prayer life.

Years later St. Paul encountered a

the life of Paul's Corinthian community,
is described originally as knowing “‘only
of John's baptism."" And he was a native
of Alexandria in Egypt.

preaching of the fiery desert prophets of
old.

" ing God's ing kingd
would have appealed strongly to certain
clements in John's audience. They

“I always have found the Gospel accounts of Jesus and John at the Jordan

. writes,

TS v

“Llike the image of Jesus approaching John, even surprising him perhaps, asking to be baptized. The scene put
Jesus” humanity and divinity in focus. He is divine, yet he seeks baptism.
(NC Photo from the Jordan Tourism Authority 3-5-84)

though it would mean the defeat of
Istael’s enemies and the raising of the
nation to heights of prosperity and
SUpremacy.

But many others were turned off by
John's rigorous way of life and his call for
a radical change of outlook. (Matthew
11:18).

Early Christian tradition interpreted
John's role differently. Obviously Elijah
had not returned to inaugurate God's
reign, but Christ had come and that reign
had dawned in his person.

Accordingly Christians saw John,
not as the herald of Elijah, but of Christ.
In the process they made John himself an
Elijah-figure.

God in the

“The deepest desire of any man or
woman who thinks is to make sense out of
life.”" They sense that life is good and
that it holds great potential. “‘But they
can find in it no certain clue as to its
purpose.’*

However, the people who met Jesus
**found in their experience of him the clue
we all seek. Their main impression of him
was that he made sense of life."

With those thoughts, Benedictine
Father Edmund Flood introduced a little
book he wrote a few years back titled
**Jesus and His Contemporaries."

Why do you think people continue to
tell the story of Jesus? Why does it

We get a picture of a tr y
influential preacher in the mold of the Old
Testament prophets.

There is a famous story in the Old
Testament about Elijah being taken up to
heaven in a whirlwind, The story caught
the popular imagination and in the course
of time the belief arose that Elijah would
one day return. His return would herald
the establishment of God's reign.

Apparently John saw himself as
preparing the way for the return of Elijah
and the establishment of God's reign.
The kinds of things he said to the crowds

< to fi ? What makes it so
compelling?

He had a penetrating message
that people could live by. That's part of
the reason people continue to turn to
Jesus. His message itself attracts.

Millions upon millions of people
over the course of 2,000 years have felt
the impact of Jesus on their faith. There
is a desire to get back to the person, to
understand this person, who so greatly
influenced the world's course.

Yet those reasons don’t fully explain
why people still want to know the story of

o
—Interest in the message — what he
said — is only part of the explanation.

—Interest in the past — in what
happened 2,000 years ago — also offers
only a partial explanation.

For Christians, Jesus is more than a
message. He is someone, a person. As
such, the potential for a relationship with
Jesus draws many people to his story.

Again, Jesus is not simply someone
from the past. To Christians, he is very
much in the present. Curiosity about past
historical developments does not suffice
to explain the interest in Jesus.

Perhaps no person can ever be fully
known, One is always getting to know the
other person, never exhausting all that
the other person means.,

The Lessons of the

Jordan Pondered

by Suzanne Elsesser
I hate to say this, but the Jordan
River where Jesus was baptized by John
looks an awful lot like the Bronx River as
it flows through the Bronx Zoo in New
York City.

1 first saw the Jordan River as 1
crossed the country of Jordan into the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, The water
itself was dark, almost brown in color. It
moted slowly. The river could not have
been more than 20 feet wide at the

Several days later we returned to the
Jordan River upstream to visit the place
that is, reportedly, the actual site of
Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. Not
until then, when I actually walked into the
water myself, did I reflect on the import-
ance of the area as recorded by all four
gospel writers.

And whether that spot is the actual
site or not is unimportant to the reality
that is commemorated there: that God
b man and went out to actively

Allenby Bridge where 1 i

On first view, today's reality of the
river as a border between an occupied
territory and Jordan stunned me.

I sat in silence with the rest of my
group as our bus was stopped at the river.
A Jordanian soldier entered the bus, gave
us a cheerful greeting in English and
checked our passports.

He could have been a conductor on
the New Haven Railroad, which commut-
ers take from their suburban homes to
jobs in New York City, except for the

hine gun hanging from his should

From the bus window I could see a
sandbag and cement bunker with more
weapons pointed across the

river.

We crossed into the West Bank. The
narrow wooden bridge with no side rails
seemed like one of the many small
bridges that cross the winding streams of
New England. I heard the same soft,
bumping noise as the tires moved over

This helps to explain the inext i-
ble interest in Jesus. It helps to explain
why the church literally never stops
telling the story of Jesus.

For people continue to want to know
what happened 2,000 years ago, what the
message was — and what this helps to
reveal about the meaning of Jesus today.

People continue to want to know how
this person named Jesus helps them to

the den timbers.

But the Allenby Bridge has a

reach and serve the people.

1 always have found the gospel
accounts of Jesus and John at the Jordan
appealing. 1 like the image of Jesus
approaching John, even surprising him
perhaps, asking to be baptized, then
going off into the unpleasant heat and
dirt of the desert for 40 days, where he
was tempted.

The scene puts Jesus' humanity and
divinity in focus for me. He is divine, yet
he seeks baptism. He is divine, yet he is
tempted. And all of that before beginning
his ministry among the people.

This beginning of Jesus' public
involvement in the life of people speaks to
our own human attempts to live as he did,
to find a way to balance the paradoxes in
our individual lives and in the larger
world.

Now at this spot one finds a famous
border. The tensions reflected in this
border are such that they preoccupy the
world's top leaders. It makes a person
think,

In common with other Christians, 1
struggle to find ways to cross the borders
so casily established in personal life.
They serve as dividing lines, pitting

If. i

12-inch-wide white line painted
across its center point.

The border.

And of the other side? Again, a

d ways the needs of
others for love and attention.

In common with other Christians, I
also struggle with the reality of guns
pointing at guns across the many “white

dbag and bunker, inspecti

lines'' th hout the world, and with the

by soldiers and hine guns pointed
across the river toward the border guards

pposing viewpoints those borders re-
flect.” And I wonder, what does it take

Broup as far away as Ephesus in Asia are
R

of the uncompromising jeeys,

discover the purpose in their own lives.

we had just left.

today to be a peacemaker?

God in Scripture: John the Baptist's Surprise

By Father David K. 0’Rourke, 0.P.

(Maybe Lent is a time to look for and
listen to a voice that is already speaking to
you — speaking in a way you hadn't
expected.)

Deep in the desert wilderness east of
Jerusalem runs the Jordan River. It is less
than 20 miles from the city.

Yet it is in another-world, nearly 4,000
feet below Jerusalem in the lowest spot on
carth, The rugged slope in between is a
badlands of eroded peaks and canyon
walls,

It was in this hostile land, far from the
comforts of the capital, that John the
Baptist began his preaching. This is where
Jesus began his public ministry after his
baptism by John. ;

John obviously caught the imagination
of his time. For "'all Jerusalem™ made the
difficult trek down to the Jordan to see

him. Jesus called him the greatest of the
prophets.

John was a formidable figure, calling
people to reform their lives. His graphic
preaching of the doom to come cither
pushed or scared many people to repent,

Yet on one very important point — the
kind of Messiah to expect — John must
have been surprised. This great reformer
— this man, who devoted his entire life to
God and who had the privilege of heralding
the Messiah — looked at the teaching and
ministry of Jesus and did not find what he
had thought he would find.

John was steeped in the language and
traditions of the Old Testament. He looked
for God to show himself through Jesus in
ways that would fit the pattern of what he
expected.

But he looked and waited in vain.
Where was the vengeance and the sword?

Where was the cleansing fire?

Even from' his prison cell where King
Herod had locked him up, John sent
followers to ask Jesus, "*Are you ‘he who is
to come’ or are we to look for another?"”

Jesus was not quite what John
expected the Messiah to be. Jesus spoke so
much of mercy, forgiveness and healing,
reserving most hard words to the powerful,
especially those who used public office for
their own private good, To the ordinary
people, most of whom were poor, his voice
was one of comfort,

A reading of Scripture and the history
of the church lets us know that the
unexpected — the surprise — is often
God's way. We approach God in our own
ways and those ways reflect our prejudices,
our personal histories, and our limita-
tions. Left to our own devices we would end
up creating 4 God in our image.

But we are not left to our devices. God
comes to us and comes in God's way, not
ours. This changes us.

When 1 was ordained a priest 20 years
ago, I anticipated that my ministry would
be the orderly and predictable life of a
seminary professor. Yet somehow I was
drawn into the lives of a group of socially
and religiously marginal people, who
attended Mass at our seminary chapel.

These people were poor. some of them
emotionally distressed and their children
often in trouble. 1 spent as inuch time in
the hospital emergency room, the juvenile
hall and the courtroom as I did in the
classroom,

Yet it was in these unanticipated
situations that 1 felt 1 began to understand
my  priesthood. Secing how much my
presence meant to people going through
difficult times taught me how important

concrete human ties are in ministry.

Ever since then, I have found the
action of God more in the voices and needs
of the deprived people who have sought my
help than in the ministries 1 have chosen
for myself.

Don't get me wrong. I'm not about to
abandon the use of my mind or my ability
to make choices, while simply waiting for
God to come knocking in some unanticipat-
ed way.

But my expectations of God are my
expectations. They may not be God's.

That was John the Baptist's surprising
discovery. 1t must have been a surprise (0
many of the first Christians, too, who_once
had thought the Messiah would be differ-

ent when he came.

It certainly was a surprise to me in my
ministry — but one 1 learned to welcome,



SECTION € PAGE FOUR THE CASKET, ANTIGONISH, N.S., MARCH 7. 1984

-

The peaceful and respectful co-exist-
ence of all human groups, within a
pluralistic society, does not mean that a
I phical and religi neutralism
should be adopted in schools, b that
would be tantamount to imposing arbitrari-
ly on the pupils an agnostic view of the
world, and preventing them from giving a
unified and harmonious meaning to their
own knowledge. It is obvious that, when it
is a question of a nation that is mainly
Catholic, the educationil 'pﬁ_)icc‘t of the
State—though in due respect for the
conscience of pupils, and their respective
families of another faith or conviction —
must offer an educational and cultural
system which does not contradict but on
the contrary is inspired by Catholic
tradition. Since the complete formation of
the pupils is the task of the school, this
formation cannot abstract from the relig-
fous di i Religi hing will
have to be characterized in reference to the
aims and specific criteria of a modern
scholastic structure. It will be proposed, on
the other hand, as the fulfilment of a right
and duty of the human person, for whom
the religions educatio of conscience if a
fundamental manifestation of freedom; on
the other hand, it will have to be seen as a
service which civil society renders to

Catholic pupils, where they c

Statements by the Holy Father

Religion in the School

every Christian who acts according to his or
her faith is continually subjected to the
torment of a thousand difficulties; it
becomes a martyrdom, sometimes also in
the physical sense; and so it takes on the
value of witness. Well, brothers and
sisters, the world, in order to be saved,
needs such testimonies linked with Jesus
the Saviour. Chronologically, St. Stephen
was the first of a very long series of
martyrs, never interrupted in the history of

the Church. Our thought'sliotld always go *

out to those who, in any corner of the earth,
are suffering for the love of Christ and of
their brothers, who are humiliated and
insulted within the frontiers of their own
country, their environment, and their
community; we should always feel the urge
to encourage them to look up like St.
Stephen and to see that the heavens are
opening up also to them,

The Laity

As lay people, your special apostolate
is to bring Christian principles to bear upon
the temporal order, that is, to bring the
spirit of Christ into such spheres of life as
marriage and the family, trade and
commerce, the arts and professions,
politics and government, cultural and
national and international relations. In all
these areas lay people must, in the

nearly the whole of the students, and to
their parents, who, as it can be logically
presumed, demand an education inspired
by their own religious principles, and wish
to be able to choose in complete freedom
the schools for their own children.

Martyrdom
Martyrdom is a testimony of faith in
the Saviour of men. Jesus is the only
Saviour. There are no others, The life of

expression of the Second Vatican Council,
play their own distinctive roles. From your
priests you receive the word of God and
sacramental strengthening. Fortified in
this way, you enter into the areas of
ordinary daily life and confess Christ there.
In society you are called to be a leaven for
Christ: to witness to Christ in the school, in
the government office, in the company
works, in the club gathering, in the town
development union, in the university, in
the market, in the trade union, and in

politics. In all these sccular spheres you
will promote justice, unity, honesty, and
public-spiritedness. Together you will seek
Gospel-inspired and concrete answers to
problems of bribery, corruption, lack of
discipline, and other such evils, Itis above
all in the family that you will be able to
communicate Christ. You will be examp-
lary husbands and wives, setting up a
community of love and life, and exercising
as fathers and mothers a real ministry in
educating your children. Your society looks
to you with confidence to train good
citizens for society.

The Magnificat

‘Blessed are you among women.' The
greeting which we address to Mary —
repeating the ‘inspired” words of her
cousin Elizabeth — would not be complete
if it were not followed by, and made one
with, the other words that were uttered
with them in Zachary's house. As
Elizabeth immediately added, without in
any way separating the Mother from her
Son, but rather intimately associating
them: ‘and blessed is the fruit of your
womb," so we too must address ourselves
to Jesus the Lord with the promptness of a
living faith, with the strength of a burning
love. For us too there must be shown true,
that is, there must be really verified, the
content of the expression ‘To Jesus
through Mary." Let us reflect. What did
Mary's presence in that house in the hill
country of Judah mean? Was it only a kind
act, or a gentle caring for 'the kinswoman
who had conceived in her old age?" Was it
a.purely human act of assistance? No: it
was a presence that was most significant
and spiritually fruitful, because Mary

mother, In fact, when the old women "no
sooner heard Mary's greeting,” not only
did she feel her child leap in her womb, but
she was also filled with the Holy Spirit and
felt comforted and, 1 would say, enthusiast-
icin returning the greeting. And that is not
enough: she above all obtained, through
the illumination of that Spirit who had
entered her, the superior capacity to
recognize in the young cousin of hers the
Mother of her Lord herself.

The Ma_g'niﬁcm‘ true canticle of
canticles in the New Testament, daily
resounds on our lips, brothers and sisters;
but let us be careful to intone it with special
fervour in our daily situation, that is in
spiritual union with Mary, repeating it with
her word for word and almost syllable for
syllable, we may learn in her school how
and why we must celebrate and bless the
Lord. It teaches us that God alone is great
and therefore must be magnified by us: He
alone saves us and therefore our spirit
must rejoice in Him. He stoops to us with
His mercy and raises us to Himself with
His power. Great indeed, and lofty is the
lesson of the Magnificat, which each one of
us , in all life’s situations, can and must
make our own, to obtain from it, besides
those gifts of grace and light, comfort and
serenity even in the trial of tribulations and
in bodily suffering themselves. May it also
be for you, brothers and sisters who are ill,
A source of consolation and peace, and may
ti sustain you in your prayers and in the
offering of your own sufferings. 'To Jesus
through Mary’ must be made true also for
all of us!

Perfectae Caritatis
Allow me to insist once more and

brought to her cousin the i parabl

gifts of grace, joy and light, associating the
future precursor in this generous gift to his

lemnly on the exact interpretation of the
recent Council. It was and still is an
ecclesial renewal under the guidance of the

9 3

Holy Spirit. On this most important point
the conciliar documents are absolutely
clear. This renewal of fidelity and fervour
in all sections of the Church’'s mission —
matured and expressed in the collective
heeding of the Pentecostal Spirit — must
be welcomed and lived today according 1o
the same spirit and not according to
personal criteria or psycho-sociological
theories. That is why, the better 1o
:lccomp_lish this work in the bosom of the
Church, c platives and religious who
live the apostolic life have been called by
the same Council to renew their evangeli-
cal life. The decree Perfectae Carltatls
expressed clearly and fervently these
criteria of renewal. Where there is fidelity,
there is no room for deviations which are
certainly harmful to the vitality of
communities and of the entire Church, It
seems to me that the Society of Jesus, ever
more imbued with the true spirit of
renewal, will Le ready to play its part today
as in the past and always: to be able to help
the Pope and the Apostolic College to
advance the whole Church along the great
road marked out by the Council, and to
convince those who are tempted, alas, by
the ways of either permissiveness or
integralism to return with humility and joy
to unsullied communion with their pastors

Y.

and brothers who suffer from their
attitudes and their absence. This patient
and delicate task is surely the work of the
whole Church, but faithful to St. Ignatius
and all his sons, Jesuits must rise like one
man for this mission of unity in truth and
charity. This is the reason why 5t. Ignatius
and his companions, wishing to share in
Christ’s mission which continues in the
Church, decided to place themselves
without reserve at the disposal of the Vicar
of Christ.

—L’0Osservatore Romano

The Christian Churches this week
mark the beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday, today, the first day of
Lent, gives the Lenten season its tone of
renewal of life. Ashes are placed on the
forehead of people. During the marking
with ashes the person is told either: **Turn
from sin and believe the Good news:"" or:
**Remember that you are dust and that you
will return to dust.™

The ashes come from the burning of

. the palms that were distributed last year on
Palm Sunday. The ashes are a sign of
repentence. There is also the strong
symbolism that we rise from the ashes to

Let Go of Old Ways

create new life.

Pat and Rosemary Ryan wrote a small
book called “*Lent Begins at Home."" They
say that, "‘Lent is seen as a time of intense
concentration or renewal and Easter is
seen as the moment of Resurrection —
really newlife—the high point of God's love.
That love is celebrated in the lighting of the
Easter fire, the Easter candle that will burn
all year long, bright and sure. But we
Christians need time to go from ashes to
fire. Lent gives us that time.""

Lent is an excellent time for families to
look at their spiritual life. It is an

Papal Visit to Canada

2i By Rev. Tom MacNeil

opportunity for spiritual expression in the
home. Building the spiritual life of the
family can have a strong bonding effect on
family members as they grow up.

In their book the Ryans put forward
the idea that Lent is not a *‘time when'' but
rather that it is a *'place where,"" Lent is a
“place where." And the place is in our
hearts, or not at all. And it is in the heart of
the family, or it is not at all. *'To look at
Lent or any other liturgical season justasa

" “time when' runs the tremendous risk of

some thing or event that goes on outside,
something we watch and do rather than an
experience we go through, . . Lent
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happens in us if it is to happen at all.
Hopefully, this is what will happen. It may
happen all around us, to our wives,
husbands, or children, but that does not
necessarily mean that the passage from
death to life happens in us. If we do not
pass through death to life, Easter may be a
fine holiday, but it may well not be a holy
day."

Easter is the celebration of the
Resurrection of Christ. Therefore, Lent
becomes for the Christian person, the
passage way to new life. If new life is to
rise within the individual then we must
realize that Lent is a “*place where."", Lent

must find a place in our own life. The
season of Lent is not an end in itself. Lent
unrelated to Easter has no meaning. Lent
is meant to be an experience. Our

k and our si are not meant
to be a dead end, but a spur to great
growth, a challenge to bring life out of

death.

“The time of Lent is the season for
letting go of our -old waysour old wine
skins, and trying out the new ones — and
just as we can't put old habits and life
styles into the new man that comes with
Easter."

Turn to Page 2 Col. 6

Major Churches Look Forward to Pastoral Event

[Editor’s note: Following are two letiers In
connection with Pope John Paul’s visit to
Canada [September 9-20, 1984]. They are
signed by the leaders of 13 of Canada's
ajor Christt N

has accepted an invitation to come to
Canada from the ninth to the 20th of
September, 1984, to visit all those who look
to him for spiritual leadership. The
Canadian Roman Catholic community is

unlons. Letter one, addressed to ‘‘Dear
Fricnds In Christ” Is being circulated to
the congregations In these churches and
communions. Letter two, addressed to
“His Hollness Pope John Paul I, was
sent to the Yatican by the Church leaders.]

Dear Friends In Christ:
In pastoral concern, Pope John Paul 1L
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The Casket is printed every
Wednesday at College Street, An-
tigonish, Nova Scotia by The Casket
Printing and Publishing Company
Limited. Second class mail registra-
tion number 0971, Subscription Rates
are $17 a year in Nova Scotia, $22 a
year elsewhere in Canada. and $48 a
year in the United States and Forelgn
Co::bl!“'i:‘-‘er and Ceneral Manager:
Donald L. Gillis
Managing Bditor:
Jacqueline Walsh
Served by the NCWC News Serviee

Iook for the day when Christ will rtigi'l over
2 realm of humanity, peace and justice.
While confessing that we have at
times been unloving toward each othet,
nevertheless we thank God that Canada

deep in preparation for this imp
event.

has never suffered the extremes of hatred,
iol and inh ity which religi

intol can infl; We rejoice that, in

The theme of the visit is, *'Celet
Our Faith*'. It is the hope of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, which has
primary responsibility for the organization
of the visit, that it will be above all a
pastoral event. The Faith will be examined
and celebrated, its significance in 1984 for
those who call themselves Christians better
understood and our calling and commit-
ment to follow Christ renewed and

deepened.

These are hopes and purposes which

those of us who do not belong to the Roman

Cathalic Church can share. We hold dear
much in common with Roman Catholic
sisters and brothers, Together we believe
that the world and all who live in it are
created by a God who loves the whole
creation and sent a Saviour Jesus Christ to
rescue us from sin and death. We share a

iy gnized, baptism in
Christ. All of us arc called by the Saviour to
a new life of reconciliation and to care for
each other and all humankind. We together

the Tast, twenty-five years especially, we
have done much, nationally and loca]ly, to
bridge the chasm of mutual distrust which
has separated the Roman Catholic Church
from the ancient Churches of the East and
the other Churches of the West. We are in
friendly and trusting dialogue with each
other; we together seek to proclaim to the
world around us a common account of the
hope we share; we work together at many

ing issues of injustice and human
dignity.

It is perfectly fitting therefore that we
should rejolce with our Roman Catholic
neighbours and friends, brothers and
sisters in this important event in their
lives.

We ask you to pray Sunday by Sunday
for all of us, that this occasion may help us
to grow in true community with love and
understanding for all, that the mind of the
Creator may equip us to build a world of

humanity, peace and beauty; for Pope
John Paul, that the Holy Spirit may give
him ge and wisd to respond as a
faithful pastor to those who look to him for
leadership; for the Canadi Roman
Catholic community, that its prayer for
renewal and spiritual growth may be
fulfilled; for those who bear the responsi-
bility of preparation, that they may be
given wisdom and grace.

With this request for your prayers, we
send our warmest greetings in Christ.

Yours sincerely,

Dear Brother In Christ:

Together with our sisters and brothers
of the Roman Catholic community in
Canada, we look forward to your visit to ou
land next Septemt As Canadi in

i in their religi lationships. In
our relatively short history we have never
been subjected to extremes of religious
intolerance. We are yet divided by history
and tradition but it is a matter of rejoicing
that, in the last twenty-five years especial-
ly, relationships between the Roman
Catholic Church and other Christian
Churches in Canada have steadily deepen-
ed in friendship and trust. We are in
constant and useful dialogue. We work
together at many issues of peace, justice
and human dignity. We strive together to
find new ways of expressing our ecumeni-
cal relationships so that we can more
effectively reveal to the world around us
Christ's reconciling mission and proclaim

offices of national responsibility, we are
vividly aware of the physical and spiritual
demands which will be made upon you bya
short visit to such an immense land with so
many varied conditions and cultures. We
pray for your safety and health, and that
the Holy Spirit will endow you with the
inner resources to speak as a wise pastor
to the many and varied hopes and

together the hope we share,
In its preparations, the Canadi
Conf of Catholic Bishops has

recognized that there is a profound interest
in your visit beyond the bounds of the
Roman Catholic community. There is a
g'eep and sympathetic concern in the

1 ity, in sup-
port of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops, that your visit indeed be
an occasion of growth in the Faith and

of those who look to you for leadership.

The people of Canada have been

" to Christ’s mission of recon-
ciliation, peace and justice in the world.
The Conference of Bishops has honoured

Tumn to Page 5 Col.
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Tourism Down in Rome

Rome [NC] — Hotel regis-

qrations in Rome declined
,_zmost 9 percent in® 1983
mmpﬂed to 1982, according
10 UPAT, an association of
[talian hotel owners.

Hotel owners hld hoped
{amsein i

]udgv: the Holy Year's effect.
iveness in attracting tourists,
Archbishop Mario Schier-
ano, head of the Central
Committee for the Holy
Year, denied that the statist-

I.C'&L .I.Ddlc&l:' "a failure of the

of the Holy Year of Redemp-
tion which began March 25,
1983 and ends April 22, 1984,

J year."

He cited statistics fmm
Rome's ministry of tourism
which showed an increase in

the 1975 Holy Year.

In 1983, the ministry re-
ported 4,873,824 visitors. In
1975, it reported 4,767,733,

Archbishop Schierano ad-

Major Churches

Cont. from Page 4

us by inviting the General Secretary of the
Canadian Council of Churches to sit as a
member of two national preparatory

ittees as a

dial

P in

ive of the

o

ecumenical community and there will be

ded that several large group
of pilgrims still were sched-
uled to make Holy Year visits
to Rome.

Major Holy Year celebra-

ec repr

tatives participating in
many of the events of your pastoral visit.
Although we are intensely conscious of the
demands to be made upon your time and
encrgy, we are also convinced that a

Vatican officials, however,

0 the number of visitors to
said that it is too soon to

Rome in 1983 compared to

tions are planned for families
March 25, and for .youths
April 11-15.

meeting with the leaders of the churches of
Canada would emphasize the need for —

and collab-
oration if we are to continue to grow
together to maturity in Christ's mission.

We cordially invite you therefore to
meet with the leaders of the churches of
Canada at a convenient time and place fora
short conversation about our common
calling in Christ, We suggest a period of
time following the ecumenical celebration
at St. Paul's Church in Toronto. The

leaders of the churches of Canada plan in
the near future to address an ecumenical

pastoral letter to the people of Canada to
celebrate the gift of unity given to us in
Christ and what we have by grace achieved
in these last several years, to declare our
hopes for the future and to call 2l
A Christians in faithfulness to Christ's
mission. We believe that this ecumenical
pastoral letter might be made the basis of
our conversation should it be possible for
you to accept our invitation. We will, of
course, take steps to ensure that the text of
the ecumenical pastoral letter is before you
for study well in advance of your departure
for Canada.
With this invitation we send you our
warmest greeting in Christ and assure you
of our prayers.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY

Serving Canada’s Home Missions Since 1908

Understanding Our Native People

by Msgr. Roy A. Carey

Our native people, Inuit and Indian, are an unknown
people. Nearly five hundred years after Columbus
discovered America the aboriginal peoples are not really
understood, fully appreciated.

There are four races, black, white, yellow and red.
Each race is composed of many nations; that means many
nationalities, traditions (including religious), cultures,
languages. The white man is quick to recognize these dif-
ferences in his own race. He would not confuse an Italian
with a Swede, a Ukrainian with an Englishman. He
recognizes many nations in the White Race. He respects
and studies these distinct nationalities with their tradi-
tions, cultures and languages, hoping to learn and grow
through them. He does not condemn other nationalities
because they have different traditions, cultures. He doesn’t
consider them inferior because they are different.

Strangely, the white man does not recognize these
realities in the Red Race.

There are many nations in the Red Race. These nations
differ as the white nations differ from each other. We

speak of the Indian as if one Indian were like every other.
We treat them as if they were not distinguished as nations,
even as persons.

Before we start to relate to our native people, we must
try to understand them, respect thcir d{i'l'urenms from us,
the diff that exist g es.

There are a number of obvious consequences from the
diversity of nationalities, traditions, cultures and
languages in the Red Race. First, many translations are re-
quired because of the many languages, for teaching,

. Mliturgical, and scriptural texts. Second, if liturgy allows

the worshipper to express himself as formed by his own ex-
perience of tradition, culture, language, then there can
not be one imposed liturgy for Indians, There must be a
diversity of native liturgies, each expresing national
traits.

The American Indian is a nomadic people. They were
continually on the move, influenced by seasons and wild
game migrations. Survival meant mobility. There were no
large permanent settlements. Rather, the society was
tribal, familial, close-knit, supportive. The Indians’ ex-
perience, therefore allegiance, was tribal.

Just as the white nations of Europe, the black nations
of Africa, the yellow nations of the Orient, fought among
themselves, so the red nations fought among themselves.

Scars, animosities, rivalries, consequences of wars
fought long ago still influence nations today, We hear
“they are historical enemies.”

There needs to be a healing, a reconciliation among
the Indian nations. They must find it themselves.

Because the white man falled to réspect the Indian as
an equal, a child of the same Father, he did not always
treat the Indian with compassion or justice.

The white man's failure left something wanting,
something missing in the native’s experience of white
government, white church. There needs to be healing,
reconciliation between the native and the government, the
native and the chureh,

Besides, these are changing times. The changes since
the last war have been so rapid that they have overtaken
us. The confusion and instability of our world is evidence
of our inability to cope, Man is always running late. These
changes have also affected and overwhelmed our native

natives have not been treated alike. There have bees dif-
ferent degrees of justice or injustice, understanding and
misunderstanding within our own country, our owm
church.

The treatment of aboriginal people by the Canadian
government and the American government hardly beare
comparison. We must keep these geographical and
historical realities clear and not try to treat one as if it
were the other.

Even the aboriginals’ experience of the Catholic
Church has been different.

The very first white man who came to (."an..d..

b issi ies who i di hed out to the

people who were less able to cope than the sophisticated
twentieth-century. white man who stepped upon the
moon, Should we be surprised that our Native People are
trying to find themselves?

Let us pray that they find their prophets nmong

native peoples, recognizing them as God's children, called
by the Father, redeemed by Christ.

In the U.S.A., the Christian church was a white man's

hurch \\-'hit.:l'aL latedly r ized the red and black man

d 1 in Christ. When the prevailing prejudice ex-

themselves — not be fooled by any p
however garbed. If we read the Scr!ptum which relate
God’s encounter with man, we find that all God's pro-
phets came from within the group they were meant to in-
fluence. God respects every nation so much that He does
not send outsiders. When He came to the human race, He
came as man, an insider.

The white man in government or church should listen
to the prophet, be supportive, not paternalistic. -

Besides the root diff within the Red Race, there
are geographical differences, different historical, political
and religious experience. All natives are not alike; all

Church Extension: Fmanc:al Statement

CATHOLIC CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY
Fi ial St
F’umnclal year March 1/83 to Feb, 29/84

Contributed  Received In

Diocese Collections  Allocations
Amos $11,000.00
Calgary 5,500.00
Churchill-Hudson Bay 2,749,00
Edmonton 6,000.00
Grand Falls 34,500.00
Cravelbourg $4,458.50

Grouard-MeLennan 17,500.00
- Halifae: i 2 2,000.00
Hamilton 19,500.00
Hauterive 18,000.00
Hearst 15,695.00
Kamloops 5,621.78 108,135.00
Keewatin-Le Pas 92,997.50
Kingston 13,200.00
Labrador 102,016.00
Mackenzie-Fort Smith 41,957.00
Moosonee 52,658.95
Nelson 8,000.00  66,500.00
New Westminster 605.00 28,400.00

Pembroke 2,000.00
I’etcrl)ur(m’&{'l i a4 f{"‘\g\ “4,000.00

. Prince Albert "N 377040 34,140.00
Prince George 80,000.00
Regina 10,000.00 56,100.00
Regional Allocations 161,509.42
Rouyn-Noranda 5,625.00
St. Boniface 21,500.00 53.000.00
5t. Catharines 11,891.45
St. George 16,600.00
5t. Jean Longueil 3,600.30
St. Paul's 13,736.33 68,133.00

'They Have Found a Spiritual Wealth

By Marcel Lamarche

“Man'’s abiding tempta-
tion is to surrender his
freedom for security!...”
cautions the cryptic quote
inside the cover of Msgr.

in my darkest moments of
dishelief, 1 have always
been a firm believer in fate
— a believer that whatever
will be will be...” And
now, following her stay

Lawrence Turgeon's among the Frontier
breviary. Apostles, while she may not

But when we travelled to have found all of the solu-
Prince George, B.C., tions to the enigmas con-
where we met Father fronting her, “at least now

I understand where and
how to search for God.”

“There is such a shortage
of priests that the priests
have to depend on the lay
peaple,” Delta explains, as
she relates that she came to
Canada out of “a sense of
duty” to the Church.

As a Frontier Apostle, "1
found community... In
Canada, 1 began my scarch
for God! I had the oppor-
tunity to stretch my wings
and to develop a lot of
talents that I didn’t even
know I had... For instance,
I now play the guitar and 1
am a lector,” gifts she has
developed as she sought to
help others build their
faith, and in the process,
she has found that “coming
here has given me strength
I didn't feel easy in church
before (coming to Canada)
But now 1 am ready to go
back and live my faith!”

“1 received the gift of
faith when 1 was 25 years
old,” explained Betty Hart-
well, who came from
Scotland to join the Fron-
tier Apostles, "I know what
it's like not to have this
And, having found
“in my heart there

Larry, we also met a group
of young individuals who
are well aware of the
potential pitfalls of sur-
rendering the freedom of
their souls...individuals
who have surrendered
what some might consider
to be ‘everything’ in order
o join an elite group
within which they have
found a spiritual wealth.

As Father Larry's
breviary adds, “the source
of Power in Christianity is
to allow the Lord to work
through us. God loves all
things unconditionally in
and through me..."

And in Prince George,
B.C., an elite group known
as The Frontier Apostles,
founded by Bishop Fergus
O'Grady, is hard at work
trying to put the spirit of
Father Larry's cherished
sayings to work, The
Apostles are lay volunteers
assembled to  assist the
clergy and members of
religious orders to bring
The Guood News
throughout the Prince
G!:Ur}.l;l- Missionary

DCesy:

We found Delta Welsh,
2 young lady from the
British [sles, who came to
Canada to find God. “Even

gift.”
faith,
was a longing to say thank

vou.” She decided to ex-

Patrick’s. When they come
to us, they hate themselves,
They want to die. They
want to drink themselves to
death, Some have never
had a Christ-like presence

press that gratitude by
leaving her homeland to
enter the service of others,
“Everyone should have that
opportunity to reach out
and share in faith as

“was answered,

the Frontier Apostles,
Virginia says that “we
learned confidence in
ourselves...we learned that
we don't need the approval
of our friends and relatives

mission was heard, and,
through the persistence of
Oblate Fr. Kevin Silke it
“He kept
sending me pictures of the
school and of the teachers’

presse.s itself “the only good Indian is a dead Indian,” there
is no overwhelming apostolate to native people. The at-
titude of the Church in Canada toward the Native could
be characterized as “more Christian.” The Catholic of ‘84,
both native and white, should recognize that.

We are a pilgrim people. We have sometimes lost our
way. In practice, in relationships, we have denied th
Christ we say we follow. He is the Way, the Truth and the
Life. All Christians, whatever their origin, must see the
truth and the way in Him. If we do, He will give us the
Life to live it, as brothers of one Father.

1983

Saskatchewan, Ukr. 30,500.00

Saskatoon 4,882.30 -
Sault Ste. Marie 25,262.57 42 462.57
Thunder Bay 12,454.73 68,250.00
Eparchy of Toronto 1,000.60
Toronto 66,200.55

Vancouver 28, 600110
Victoria 73,115.00
Whitehorge 42,500.00
Winnipeg 11,571.45  130,305.00

Winnipeg Archeparchy 12,000.00

TOTAL $238,655.06 §1,513,252.74

more...The guys hold it in,
but they get lonesome
too... We try to create a
Christian atmosphere to
help them.”

And then there was New

demanded quite an adjust-
ment, Danny explains that
“after listening to
O'Crady laugh Jor
years, 1 have fmmd A Wiy

v

Catholics — whether they
be rich or poor,” she finds
after five years among the
Apostles.

Betty works at 5t
Patrick's House, a recovery
house for alcoholics. “What
it is basically is people hur-
ting,” Betty says matter-of-
factly as she describes St.
Patrick’s House and the
population it serves. The
20-bed residence services
male alcoholics 18 to 60
years of age. A women’s
wing is in the planning

stages,

St. Patrick’s House

is run along AA lines
we try to work

on their {alcoholic’s) at-
titudes.,” And it isn't an
easy job...as the clientele
“are suffering from
malnutrition.,.Some have
been drinking for 20 to 30
years...They are dying...
We take all the presure
from them..,We work with
murderers and bank rob-
bers and all of those men
with problems created by
aleohol.”

And while it s
acknowledged that “an
aleoholic never recovers —
he will die an aleoholie,”
Betty notes that "you can't
push religion on an
aleoholic. Basically what
we try to do with them is to
help them. We don't judge
them, It is a Christ-like
quality that they find at 5t

- two years ago,

in their lives.” But by fin-
ding it at St. Pat’s, they
stand a chance of being
rehabilitated,

“There is a lot of hear-
tache involved in working
with alcoholics,” notes Bet-
ty, but then again, there is
also a lot of joy. She could
have left Prince Ceorge
following
completion of her initial
three-year term, but she
chose to stay on. The one
caution she urges upon
those who would work
with the alecholic is to
“make sure that
spiritual life is kept high by
going to Mass and getting
the sacraments.” But with
faith and a lot of hard
work, Betty boasts that
“there is a terrific healing
that goes on” within the
walls of St. Pat's, “thanks
be to God!...We experience
a lot of heartaches and a lot
of pain...but it is beautiful
when you see a life being
turned around!”

your

Mary Locke is a Cana-
dian. And she first heard of
the Frontier Apostles over
20 vears ago. “There was a
very small ad on the
bulletin board at universi-
ty. It was such a humble
little ad" that Mary
couldn’t resist it. “If it had
been n wonderful poster, |
probably would have ig-

residence, and bit by bit, 1
found myself getting hook-
ed.” Her membership in
that exclusive group of
Apostles brought a new
awareness. "1 had always
thought of misions as be-
ing Africa or India or

China...1 had never
thought of it as being
Canada.” Now Mary is a
Frontier Apostles’

recruiting officer.

Virginia Storlie and her
husband came to Prince
George Diocese from Min-
nesota, and she found the
transition from suburban
life to Frontier Apostle to
be a liberating experience,
“l had always wondered
why it is that protestants
had lay misionaries and
Catholies only had sisters
and priests going into the
missions...” That in-
quisitiveness led directly to
the Northern British Col-

umbia frontier where she

now serves as a
houseparent for Native
students,

“We are just a typical
suburbanite family with a
stationwagon and kids in
touthall and hockey and we
were doing all those things
we should be doing,” she
recalls. Then, “all of a sud-
den, it hit us. There was
more to being Christians”
than the traditional subur-
ban lifestyle allowed,

Through membership in

Your peace of mind is bet-
ween yourself and God!
When you are ecalled, you
have to go beyond friends
and relatives. To grow in
faith with God, you really
can't have any obstacles”
barring your way.

Of course, a weak faith is
sometimes strengthened
through tangible evidence,

+ as Virginia noted, explain-
ing that she and her hus-
band had tried to leave
Prince George to drive
back to Minnesota, Bishop
O'Grady’s warning to
watch out for the flat tires
sounded like a joke when it
was uttered, Virginia
recalled. But after the
fourth flat tire, the couple
began to recognize that
perhaps there was a
message for them in that
and decided to return to
Prince George.

This year, Virginia is
house-mother to 15 Native
boys. Last year, her
charges were girls. Prince
CGeorge has elght group
homes within which 135
students are housed. Stu-
dent life is very difficult on
the Native children, she
observed, "but I have
found that if they can make
it to Thanksgiving, they
can make it all the way™ to
the end of the school year,
“Native children are ex-
tremely close to  their
families...The girls ery

York's Danny Locke who
has discoveréd that “the ex-
tent of culture shock can be
determined by the amount
of time it takes you to un-
pack your bags..."”

Danny joined the Fron-
tier Apostles because "I felt
a longing for community...
I was leading a solitary life
because 1 was mainly in
books and struggling with
teaching.” But that ended
when one day, he opened
up the Catholic Digest and
*found a little ad that said
— ‘long hours, hard work,
low pay.” 1Isaid: ‘thats
crazy...l have to find out
more about thisl™ and
found himself in Prince
George.

And while the change
from the hustle and bustle
of New York to the rural
pace of Prince George

I 3ear Father Carey

living with

gift of Life...
people who have come
from all over the world ..
gives them faith, it renews
people in the Church.”
And while the Fronti

Apostles may have Wl
behind opportunities te ae
quire material wealth. thoy
have found an inner pe

in their missionary 1o
“Affluence deadens the
senses,”” Fr.
Rollheiser, of Burns
B.C., observed. But their
stay in Prince George has
allowed them to find what
Jesuit Jagques Bruyere, of
Montreal, termed “an funer
power —~ joy and freedon,
liberation.”

And that led him 1o
observe that “we must i (o
others in a humble and sim-
ple way, as Christ did..."
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Pope Meets
Iraqui Official

By John Thavis

Vatlcan City [NC] — Pope
John Paul 11 has urged Irag
to seek peace in its three-
and-a-half.year war with
Iran.

The pope made the appeal
during recent ceremonies
welcoming Iraq’s new am-
bassador to the Holy See.

Quoting his Jan. 1 World
Day of Peace message, the
pope said the modern world
was “‘imprisoned in a web of
tensions.™

‘*At times, these tensions
become so great that they
explode in unrelenting wars,
which are a source of un-
speakable destruction and’
suffering for all involved,"”

become discouraged in tak-
ing steps toward de-escala-
tion.

He expressed hope “‘that
conditions will prevail in the
near future which will permit
a retrun to peace and tranqu-
ility in your region, that a
path will be found leading
beyond the causes of tens-

ions to a new understanding  Leonia.

and to fresh possibilities of
peace.”’

The pope, in offering his
prayer for all the citizens of
Irag, noted that “among
them are also the members
of the Catholic community,
belonging as they do to
various rites that have a long
and venerable history.

the pope told Ambassador

Abdul Wadood Y.M. Al contribute fully, on an equal
Jaddoua. footing with all other citiz-

The war was caused by a ens, to the progress and
longstandi disp over devel of their country

control of the major water-
way between the two count-
ries. It has ground to a
stalemate and has reportedly
cost thousands of lives on
both sides.

Pope John Paul said the
process of war is often
difficult to stop once begun,
but that leaders should not

in a spirit of love and service
sustained by their religious
faith,"" he added.
Approximately 380,000 of
Irag's 13 million population

the Armenian, Chaldean,
Latin and Syrian rites. About
90 percent of the population
is Moslem.
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Sainthood Vatican Negotiates

Causes
Advanced

Yatlcan City [NC] — The
Vatican has issued decrees
advancing the causes of four
people being considered for
sainthood.

In one decree a miracle
was attributed to the inter-
cession of Alodia Virginia
Paradis, a Canadian whose
religious name was Maria
She was born in
1840, died in 1912 and
founded the Institute of the

By John Thavls

Rome [NC] — The Vatican
bank is negotiating a financ-
ial agreement with creditors
of the bankrupt Banco Am-
brosiano as part of an overall
settlement  of the Italian
bank's huge debt, said ltal-
ain Treasury Minister Gio-
vanni Goria Feb, 14,

He added that he expected
a conclusion soon to the
“‘complex negoti -

Goria spoke during a spec-
ial parliamentary session de-
voted to the banking scandal
which erupted in 1982 when
the Banco Ambrosiano, Ita-
ly's largest private bank at
the time, collapsed under
debts totalling $1.2 billion,

The treasury minister said
he could not, under current
agreements with the Vatican,
make public the mixed com-

Little Sisters of the Holy
Family.

A second decree attribut-
ed a miracle to the interces-
sion of a French Discalced
Carmelite, Elizabeth Catez,
whose religious name was

Ambrosiano creditors.

It was the first time an
Italian government official
had publicly said that the
Vatican was willing to make
payments in the Ambrosiano

Elizabeth of the Most Holy

**They too are anxious to Trinity. She lived from 1880

to 1906.
Another decree proclaim-
ed the heroic virtues of

Joseph Nascimbeni, an Ital-
ian who founded the Little
Sisters of the Holy Family.
He lived from 1851 to 1922.
The fourth decree pro-
claimed the heroic virtues of
Hippolytus Gondre,
whose religious name was
Brother Polycarp, a French-
man and the third superior
general of the Congregation
of the Brothers of the Sacred
Heart. He lived from 1801 to
1859.
The decrees were issued
by the Congregation for
Saints' Causes.

case. Previously, press re-
ports in Europe and the
United States had quoted
unnamed ltalian officials as
saying the Vatican was pre-
pared to make '‘goodwill
payments'' which did not
imply Vatican legal respons-
ibility in the case.

Goria, speaking at a sess-
ion of the ltalian parliament,
also said a mixed Italian-
Vatican commission that in-
vestigated the Vatican's
bank's role in the case “‘did
not reach wnanimous con-
clusions.""

The commission, estab-
lished in 1982, is believed to
have submitted its report to
Italian and Vatican officials

last November
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B
tween the Vatican bank and He said, however, that
complicated negotiations

were taking place between
the Vatican bank, known
officially as the Institute for
Religious Works, and Banco
Ambrosiano creditors.

The London-based Finan-
cial Times reported Feb. 14
that a tentative agreement
has been reached in which
the Yatican bank would pay
5250 million in the overall
settlement with Banco Am-
brosiano's creditors.

The tentative agreement
was made Feb. 8 at a
meeting that included Banco
Ambrosiano liquidators, its
creditors and a representat-
ive from the ltalian-Vatican
commission, the newspaper
reported.

The Vatican has refused’
comment on the press re-
ports. One Vatican official
who requested anonymity
told NC News that if there
were an eventual *'goodwill
payment,"’ it would probably
be less than $250 million.

Vatican officials are believ-
ed to be concerned that any
such payment not be inter-
preted as an admission of
wrong-doing in connection
with the collapse of the bank.

The Vatican bank was a
minority sharcholder in Ban-
co Ambrosiano and had
issued letters in support of
some of the bad loans
respon- .
responsible for the huge
debt.

Some of the dummy comp-
anies that received the loans
turned out to be owned by
the Vatican bank. The Vati-
can has said it obtained own-
ership of the companies
unwittingly, in a plot by the
late Roberto Calvi, Banco
Ambrosiano  president, to
gain control of his own
bank's stock.

Calvi was found hanged in
London in 1982, and a British
court was unable to determ-
ine whether he was murde,
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Creditors Seek Settlement

ed or had committed suicide.

A Vatican study in 1982
concluded that Calvi had
misled the Vatican bank and
that the Vatican had no
financial responsibility for
the collapse of Banco Am-
brosiano.

Beniamino Andreatta,
former Italian treasury min-
ister, had said the Vatican
was financially liable in the
Ambrosiano case and had
asked the Vatican to help pay
off some of the debt.

When asked about possi-
ble Vatican responsibility in
the case, Goria did not renew
his predecessor’s accusa-
tion of Vatican liability. He
said that the Vatican bank
had always declared itself
innocent of wrong-doing and
not responsible for the debt.

He also said that the new
Concordat being negotiated
to government relations be-
tween the Vatican and Italy
would not alter the autonomy
of the Vatican bank, which
currently is not subject to

TV Evangelist
To Address Youy|

Steubenvlile, Ohlo [NC] —
Father John Bertolucei, a
television evangelist, has
been invited by the Vatican
to speak at a Holy Year
international youth confer-
ence April 11-15.

Father Bertolucci, whose
weekly TV and radio prog-
ram The Glory of God,"" is
broadcast on cable, satellite
and commercial channels in
5,000 cities, will be among
catechists and church leaders
preaching at the special Holy
Year gathering. More than
50,000 people are expected
to attend.

Although some people
have criticized his evangelic-
al stance as ‘'Protestant,”
Father Bertolucci said he be-
lieves his work counters the
anti-Catholic  attitudes  of
other television evangelists.

The television program,
which airs in many places on

Italian economic laws.

But Goria added that a way
should be devised to oversee
the Vatican bank’s actions.
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Regular viewers to Channel 33 are |
requested to use Channel 5 for local |
viewing beginning March 7th.

If you have difficully in receiving
Channel 5 please call 422-8311 local
754 collect between 10 am. and 4 p.m.

Independent Travel
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6 DINNERS

PLUS:

Book early for this

12 WINE TASTINGS
7 WINERY VISTIS
2 RIVER CRUISES

Sight-seeing and entrance fees, where applicable.
Deluxe motorcoach with English-speaking guide.
Transfers from European airports and hotels.
Taxes, service charges and porterage.

\Services of a Halifax wine expert.
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($175.00 single supplement).
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toll-free number
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Senior Citizens and Students Regis-
tration and First Meeting Fee $8.00.
$3.00 weekly thereafter.

New Member Registration Times:
MEETING LOCATION
ST. NINIAN'S PARISH CENTER
ST. NINIAN'S STREET
THURSDAY, 7 P.M.

geographic area with whom you can arrange an
appointment.

Ten dollars will be charged for the first half hour.

—Free Parking

—84 Modern Rooms
—Cocktail Lounge
—Licenced Dining Room
—Colour TV, Cablevision
—Heated Indoor Pool, Sauna

This service is offered by the Nova Scotia Barristers' Society in ¢ nithithe
Law Foundation of Nova Scotia and the Canadian Bar Assgciat?;?pemmn 5,
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