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‘::e?mmylt? Belfast, Nor-
’ g 8 recruiting procedures
and ”:ﬁomdnn c.\:nhu%' or lts ‘‘equal OPpormnmr"'pcerdﬂﬂle
might okl “‘ warning to Short Brothers PLC came
;:“ "mp::mlﬂmm I o'r“‘l:;kmsmhloivmem Agency, which
Is s ¥ employ t
han 92 queba;n (;ct" !;rotesum. Aceordi:; t:?hse :e::r?.r:;anl:lo;
ve T ober 1984 warned that if the firm did not hire
more Catholles, its contract with the U. S, Air Force could be en-
“““dﬁmo:“' the Belfast firm sold the Air Force 18
Sl i than §54.5 million, an Air Force
L] . Y

WASHINGTON (NC) — Pope John Paul 11 said he hopes

new U.S, holiday commemorating the Rev, Martin Luther
(ing, Jr+s will help advance Dr, King's *“‘worthy ideals” of
peace, Justice and non-violence. Cardinal Agostino Casaroli,
,.p.l secretary of state, sent a message on the pope's behalf on
the King observance to the people of the United States, The
statement Was released in Washington January 14, shortly
pefore the January 20 first observance of Dr, King's birthday as
o national holiday,

- - L]

NEW YORK (NC) — The Archdiocese of New York an-

nounced January 15 that Cardinal John J, O'Connor’s trip to |

Lebanon has been postponed on the advice of Lebanese church
officials. The announcement said the trip had not been canceled
put merely postponed until later. Cardinal O'Connor had an-
nounced January 7 that he would go to Lebanon January 19 as
president of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association,

- L] L]

CINCINNATI (NC) — Pro-life groups have praised a new
fetal remains disposal ordinance in Cincinnati. But abortion
rights groups, contending the new law is unconstitutional, have

to challenge it in court. The hotly debated ordinance,
by the Cincinnati City Council January 8, requires that
aborted fetuses be deposited in a vault or tomb, cremated, inter-
red or disposed of in a manner approved by the city health com-
missioner. The 54 City Council vote brought a standing ovation
from dozens of pro-lifers at the meeting. Abortion supporters
had claimed the law was unnecessary because the remains
already were being disposed of in a sanitary manner by incinera-
tion or eremation.
- . -

TALLAHASSEE, Fla, (NC) — Calling pornography a
""contemporary moral plague,’” 28 Florida religious leaders in a
statement organized by Catholic officials have urged a boycott
of pornography’s merchants and advertisers. In the January 8
statement signed by leaders of nine denominations, including all
eight Catholic bishops of the state, Floridians were also called
on to join and support “‘organizations such as Morality in Media
and the National Federation of Decency” and to band together
“‘in local communities to take action against pornography,'

- L] -

MANILA, Philippines (NC) — Cardinal Jaime Sin of
Manila said he has received assurances from top generals that
they would not stage a coup if they did not like the results of the
February 7 presidential election. The cardinal told a meeling of
businessmen January 13 that he had met with the generals at his
house on December. **When it comes to the armed forces, the
most feared act of violence is a military coup,’’ he said. The of-
ficers swore they would not lead a coup, “and | have no reason
to doubt the sincerity of their promise,” he said. Opposition
leaders have said if President Ferdinand Marcos loses the elec-
tion, they believe he will declare martial law or the military will
stage a coup.

L . -

ROME (NC) — Religious education can be made more rele-
vant if it includes use of mass media, the official charged with
overseeing Vatican communications said January 11, *The use
of media in the classroom,’’ Archbishop John P. Foley said, can
“underline the fact that education, especially religious educa-
tion, Christian education, is not divorced from life or from in-
tellectual, moral and spiritual formation." Archbishop Foley,
former editor of Philadelphia’s archdiocesan newspaper, The
Catholic Standard and Times, heads the Pontifical Commission
for Social Communications. He made his remarks to members
of the Salesian order meeting in Rome to discuss social com-
munications,

L] . L]

SAN SALYADOR, El Salvador (NC) — Archbishop Arturo
Rivera Damas of San Salvador has criticized the Salvadoran ar-
my for what he described as the harassment of Salvadoran peace
demonstrators, One man was arrested and the demonstrators
were turned back from their attempt to take a-caravan of buses
through the country in support of an international march for
peace in Central America. The caravan was also stopped fre-
quently at army roadblocks on the return trip, participants said.

- L] -

WASHINGTON (NC) — The Supreme Court heard
arguments January 15 on whether the federal government has
the authority to enforce **Baby Doe'" rules concerning medical
treatment of severely handicapped newborns. Assislar}t At-
torney General Charles J. Cooper asked the court to reinstate
the rules that gave federal investigators power to intervene
directly in decisions about treatment of handicapped infants.
But lawyers for the American Hospital Association and the
American Medical Association said Congress never intended r_he
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to give the government the authority
10 intervene in medical decisions over the objections of doctors

and parents. :
WASHINGTON (NC) — Three U.S. hishap‘s plan a
February 3 to 6 pastoral visit to Haiti at the invitation of the
Haitian bishops’ conference. The delegation, announced
January 16, will be headed by Archbishop Roger M._ Mahony of
Los Angeles, a member of the Committee on Social Develop-
ment and World Peace of the U.S. Catholic Conference. Other
members of the delegation are Bishop Anthony ".' Bcvilncquln of
Pitisburg, chairman of the Migration and Tourism Cnmrpmce
of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Bishop
Daniel P. Reilly of Norwich, Conn., chairman of the board of
directors at Catholic Relief Services.
[ —

MASS FOR SHUT-INS
Celebrant for this Sunday's television Mass is Rev, Richard
Laffin, pastor of St. Pius X Parish, Sydney Mines. The show
alrs at 12:30 p.m. from the Sydney studio of the ATV network,

Mass For Shut-Ins Get- ngether

Producer Thanks Volunteer Staff

Rev. Bedford Douceite, producer
of Mass For Shut-Ins, recently hosted
the traditional annual get-together
for volunteer workers and thelr
spouses/friends at the home of Dr,
Con and Mrs, Marg Cusack, In
Sydney. It took place after Bishop
William E. Power had presided at
Mass For Shut-Ins, with the
volunteer staff as the studio chapel
congregation.

Other special guests at the annual
get-together were Sr, Joan Fultz,
csm, as director of The Office of
Religious Education; Rev. John
Hugh MacEachern, as a special
friend of the producer and the staff;
Msgr. Willlam Gallivan and Rev.
Tom MacNeil, also friends of those
involved; Debbie McGean, as former
secretary to the project; and John
Gillis and Angus Campbell, represen-
ting the Knights of Columbus,
Sydney Council,

“These guests were honored at
that particular gel-together as good
friends of the special project, which
seeks 1o console and challenge, not
only the sick and shut-ins of Atlantic
Cannda who form the larger con-
gregation but also the whole Church
as well,"" Father Doucette says.

The day began when Bishop Power
presided at the regular Sunday Mass
For Shut-Ins, aired at 12:30 p.m.
over ATV,

“"Bishop Power looks forward to
this yearly event because it affords
him the opportunity of praying with
and socializing with the workers at
Mass For Shut-Ins, along with their
spouses and/or their famlies,"
Father Doucelte notes,

Bishop Power congratulated and
complimented the workers at Mass
For Shui-lns and assured them
always of his care and concern and as
well his desire to see Mass For Shut-
Ins continue its ministry.

As the guests arrived at the
Cusacks’ home, Fr. Doucetie
welcomed them and assured them
once again of his gratitude for their
co-operation and hard work, for the
year's 31 celebrations of live Mass
For Shut-lns over ATV. In some
preliminary comments which he
made to the group, he spoke of Mass
For Shut-Ins as a live celebration and
not as a show or i program, This live
celebration Is directed primarily to
the sick and shut-ins of Atlantic
Canada, offering them the care and
concern of the whole Church, But, as
well, Mass For Shut-Ins has as part of
its larger congregation, many who are
not sick and shut-ins but who look to
Mass For Shut-lns for direction,
guidance, and spiritual nourishment
in their lives, Fr. Doucette thanked
all those who support Mass For Shut-
Ins, especially the bishops of Atlantic
Canada, the Knights of Columbus,
the Catholic Women's League, the

ANNA DESILETS

Medal for
Alliance for

Life Director

Alliance for Life executive director
Anna Desilets, of Winnipeg, is the
1985 recipient of the papal medal,
Benemerenti. Archbishop Adam Ex-
ner, of Winnipeg, presented the
medal last month,

The award is presented 1o a well
deserving person for exceptional ac-
complishment and for long and
dedicated service to Christian ideals,

In accepting the medal, Mrs.
Desilets thanked God for having led
her into the right to life movement
and whose work concerns the most
vital human rights issue of our time,

“In working for the right of per-
sons lo live, we are also working for
peace,” she said, "‘for, as Mother
Teresa points out, if a mother can kill
her closest living relative, her unborn
child, what restraini is there to pre-
vent us from killing cach other?" She
noted Pope John Paul's directive in
Pacem in Terris, *'If you want peace,
you must defend life,

Mrs, Desilets accepted the medal

[Tumn to Pg, 5, Col, 6]
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religious, as well as the many fn-
dividuals who form the backbone to
this special project, He thanked all of
them, and as well, thanked the
workers and the studio chapel con-
gregations in their names,

Fr. Doucette, then, in the name of
all those people who work at Mass
For Shut-Ins, wanted to show special
compliments 1o some individuals
connecled with the project: Bishop
Power, as bishop of the diocese, for
his support, encouragement, and sus-
tained interest in this special project.
In the citation, which was read by
one of the workers, Everett Walker,
he spoke on behall of all those
assembled when he thanked Bishop
Power for his support and en-
couragement 1o the lay involyement
at Mass For Shut-Ins. Mr, Walker
also assured the Bishop of the
group's prayer for health, happiness,
and peace,

Another friend to Mass For Shut-
Ins is Sr. Joan Fuliz. In her citation,
Sr. Mary Agnes Delorey, CND, said
that Sr. Joan has always been with
the group, working admirably well
with the Office of Religious Educa-
tion and of its project: namely Mass
For Shut-Ins.

"She has always been creative in
her talents and allowed the Mass For
Shut-Ins project to run on its own,"”
Sr, Delorey said. ‘*However, she has
always been there to encourage and
lo support,'

Since the secretary, Debbie
McGean, was leaving the project for
another job, Amelia Doyle of Sydney
gave her a gift on behalf of the pro-
Jject, She praised Ms, McGean for her
good work, efficiency, co-operation,
friendliness, and hard work, The pro-

o

LIBERTY: Choicest gem of the old world,

Ject welcomes a new secretary, Jean-
nette MacMillan, from New Water-
ford,

One person whom the volunieers
wanted to single oul was David
Laurendeau, the youngest member of
the Mass For Shut-Ins team. His
ministry at Mass For Shut-Ins is that
of server,

*'Even though parishes bring their
own ministers, Mr, Laurendenu was

always there on Sunday afternoons,
ready 1o minister in any way that he
could," Father ?;;nﬁc:ueduy:h_

As a vel al friend to the pro-
jeet, .ll:nné:‘::: singled out Father
MacEachern, calling him **Mr.
Hospitality' in the Diocese of An-
tigonish.

*'"Known for his personality and his
warmih, he has always been.an in-

[Turmn to Plu 3._”- 1]

EVERETT WALKER, one of the volunteer workers for Mass For Shut-
Ins, is pictured presenting a gift of appreciation to Bishop William E.
Power, of Antigonish, at the annual get-together for stafl and
volunteers, held at the home of Dr. and Mrs, Con Cusack, of Sydney.
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St. Anthony’s Reports

Lenten Preparations Underway

St. Anthony's Parish in Glace Bay
reports this week that it is now engag-
ed in preparing for the Lenten
season, which this year begins on
February 12, The parish has chosen

for the theme for Lent 1986:
""Become Ambassadors of Recon-
ciliation" — that is reconciliation

with God, self and others,

This will also be the theme for the
parish mission which will begin on
March 9, conducted by Rev. Don
MacLellan, C.Ss.R.

Plans are also underway for a new
presentation on Good Friday evening
and the tentative title for the event s
"The Death and Rising of Jesus in
Glace Bay in 1986."

In another area, the parish council
has taken on a major project to enlist
a large number of parishioners for a
home visitation and parish census to
be undertaken on the weekend of
February 14 - 16,

The executive members of the

parish council are chairman Valerie
Gouthro; vice-chairman John S.
MacNeil; secretary Norma LeBlanc;
and pastor Rev, A.J. MacLeod,

Other members are Charles Mor-
rison, Sally Gouthro, Bernie Mur-
phy, Terry Gallagher, Amos Myers,
Rev. Terry Lynch, Sister Mary Mac-
Pherson, Hughena White, Helen
Green, Nancy MacMullin and Danny
Butts,

Father MacLeod also reports this
week that the parish’s liturgical aims
during the Christmas season were
most successful,

Commenting on the liturgy he said,
*St. Anthony attempted, through
the Liturgy of the Word at Christmas
Eve liturgies, to emphasize the
theological relationship between the
Incarnation and the eucharist: that
Jesus was born not only at his birth in
Bethlehem but is made present to us
every time that the Eucharist is
celebrated."

This was expressed by carol sing-
ing, readings, dialogue, and so forth.
As the stary unfolded for the parish
family during the liturgy, Mary and
Joseph — played by two university
students, from the parish, Lu
Shepherd and Nancy MacMullin —
proceeded very slowly from the rear
of the church. Along the way, Mary
appeared as if carrying the Child,
wrapped in clothes, but when they
eventually arrived at the aliar, Mary
unfolded the clothes and offered to
the celebrant, not the Child, but two
loaves of bread, Joseph offered a
decanter of wine,

“Mary" and ""Joseph' remained
at the ahar and both served as
Eucharistic Ministers later in the ser-
vice.

Father MacLeod noted that to em-
phasize further the close relationship
of Incarnation and Eucharist, the
ereche or crib was suitably arranged
under the tabernacle table.

CCCB Gives Approval

Women’s Committee Kit under Study

by Sr. Isabel MacDougall, CND
Mouni St. Bernard

In the spring of 1985 the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB) published the long awaited
“Kit and Recommendations' which
had been prepared by the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Status of Women
in the Church. As is generally the
case in any pioneering endeavour, the
work of the Committee was not an
unqualified success story, Those who
followed the news of the first presen-
tation of the Kit to the plenary ses-
sion of the CCCB in October 1984,
will recall how two years of intensive
work nearly went for naught as a
small group of Ontario bishops tried
1o sabotage the work of the Commit-
lee by their very negative interven-
tion,

To the credit of the other bishops,
they backed the Committee and, in
true Canadian style, they worked out
a compromise! According to the
compromise the Kit was to be sent
back to a special committee — the
Pastoral Team — for revision. In the
spring of 1985 the Kit was approved
by the Pastoral Team and with very
few substantive changes was submit-
ted to the CCCB, which in turn ap-
proved it for distribution,

In order to fully appreciate the im-
portance of this document a brief ex-

cursus into history would seem to be
appropriate at this point. Perhaps it
could be said that it all started in 1970
with the publication of the Report of
the Royal Commission on the Status
of Women in Canada. For three
years this Royal Commission, under
Florence Bird as chairman, had
studied reports chiefly from women's
groups. The publication of the
Report coincided with a Synod on

Social Justice, meeting in Rome. At
the same time a group of Edmonton
women presented Bishop Jordan with
a report and a series of recommenda-
tions which they asked him 10 present
to the Canadian Bishops. In April of
1971 the CCCB sponsored a collo-
quium of 70 women in Ottawa, This
was indeed an historic event as for
the first time in Canada a group of

[Tumn to Pg. 2, Col. 4]

Retreats Scheduled for

Villa Madonna Center

Villa Madonna Retreat House in
Bras d'Or is offering two preached
retreats for men and women in
February, to be conducted by Rev.
Charles Cameron.,

The retreats are on the weekends of
February 7 1o 9 and February 21 to
23,

"'Villa Madonna offers an oppor-
tunity for individuals and groups to
come aside for quiet reflection,
prayer, and study," Father Cameron
notes, **Men and women of the area
are finding the homey aimosphere of

the bullding and the rural setting very
conducive 1o both spiritual and
human growth,"

In addition the two preached
retreats by Father Cameron,
members of the area's AA groups
will have a retreat-workshop con-
ducted by Father Cameran on the
weekend of February 28-March 2.

Beginning in early February days
of reflection will be offered from 10
am o 4 pm. These mid-week

[Tumn to Pg, §, Col, 4
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PICTURED is Rev, Bedford Doucette, producer for the weekly Mass For Sh

i Al =
ut-Ins on the ATY network, presen-

ting a gift of appreciation to Rev. John Hugh MacEachern for his continued support of the project,

Shut-Ins

Continued from Page 1
tegral part of the special project,”
Mr. Burke said. **He is known as a
gracious, good host and a good priest
of this diocese.”

A suitable gift was pr o
him as an expression of appreciation.

The annual volunteer of the year
award was given by Ms. McGean 1o
Joe Cash. Mr. Cash acts usually as
the floor director, helping people to
know what to do and helping them
with the different postures and some
of the logistical problems at Mass For
Shut-Ins.

“*He has always done his job well,
and is seen as an integral part of this
ministry to the sick and shut-ins over
Mass For Shut-Ins,"" Father Doucette
says.

Ken Betts, director of Mass for
Shut-Ins, spoke on behall of the
whole group in honor of Dr. and
Mrs. Cusack, who opened their home
and their hearts to this gathering of
the volunteer team at Mass For Shut-
Ins. A le gift was p 1 10

Company Still
Fighting Rumors

by Joe Michael Feist (NC)

Nearly nine months after drapping
its *‘moon and stars” logo from its
product packages, Procter and Gam-
ble Co. is still fighting rumors accus-
ing the company of supporting
satanmism.

The rumor “‘is a hard one to kill
off,"" company spokeswoman Linda
Ulrey has said. *‘lt doesn't scem to
want to turn over and die."”

She added the Procter and Gamble
receives about 200 telephone calls a
month from consumers on the sub-
ject. During the rumor's peak in
mid-1982 the company received
12,000 to 15,000 calls a month.

Beginning around 1980, a rumor
repeatedly swept the country that
Procter and Gamble, a huge
Cincinnati-based houschold products

them in the name of all who were in-
volved, with the citation reading,
“that Con and Marg have always
been connected with the special pro-
ject, known as Mass For Shut-Ins,
and they have always opened up their
hearts and home 1o us,”

The group also presented a gift to
Father Doucette.

After the presentation of gifts a
delicious supper was served.

Father Doucette assured the whole
group that the gathering was an ex-
T ion of the appreciation of all the
sick and shut-ins who form the larger
congregation in Atlantic Canada.
And, he hopes by such an expression,
the workers will feel encouraged 1o
continue their good and hard work at
Mass For Shut-Ins.

company, supported satanism and
that the company's decades-old
“‘moon and stars' logo is a satanic
symbol.

After battling the rumor with
lawsuits, a toll-free hot line and
thousands of letters, Procter and
Gamble last April announced that it
was removing the logo from its pro-
ducts.

Ms. Ulrey said, however, that it is
going to be "a period of several
years' before the logo disappears
completely from cc y packages
and boxes. It is only “'as a package
comes up for redesign or changes in
artwork that we remove” the logo,
she said.

Procter and Gamble has used the
“moon and stars’ logo since the
1850s. It depicts the man in the moon

WE LEPERS . . .NEED YOU

We are 15 million people like you. Except that we have no health, no
work, no home, no medical care, no dignity, no hope. You can provide
all of these with dollars given in Christian love.

ST. MICHAEL LEPER FUND
BELFAST, RT. 3, IONA, P.E.I. C0A 1A0
(WITH ECCLESIASTICAL APPROVAL)

COUNCIL FOR LIFE
(PROYINCIAL PRO-LIFE ORG.)

ANTIGONISH
RIGHT TO LIFE

LOCAL PRO-LIFE GROUP
P.0. BOX 1161, ANTIGONISH, N.S. B2G 2R6
86 COLLEGE STREET

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE _
863-6636, 863-3873, 863-2336
AFFILIATED WITH

ALLIANCE FOR LIFE
(NATIONAL PRO-LIFE ORG.)

been

DRESDEN ARMS

HOTEL

5530 Artillery Place, Halifax, N.S.
between Citadel Hill and the Public Gardens

The Dresden Arms 15 localed on a quiet side street
below Halifax's historic Citadel Hill. It is a
contemporary 4 slorey hotel which has just recently
TheD

—Freo Parking

~94 Modern Rooms
—Cocktaill Lounge
—Licenced Dining Rocom
—Colour TV, Cablevision
—Heated Indoor Pool, Sauna

Symbol of good
Tood and sorvice

Arms is fram

the bouliques of Spring Garden Road. and Lthe
variely of downlown stores Guests enjoy

Iree parking .

A GREAT PLACE
~ TO STAY
WHILE IN HALIFAX!

Halifax 422-1625
1-800-528-1234

Tax Free

Reservations may be made through the
Best Western Claymore Inn

facing 13 stars, which represent the
original 13 colonies.

The logo is still the company
trademark, however, and it is used on
corporate letterheads and publica-
tions, Ms, Ulrey said.

There is “no way to tell" if the
rumor has affected sales, Ms. Ulrey
said. She noted, however, that
overall company sales have continued
to increase during the years the
rumor has circulated.

Procter and Gamble launched a
national media campaign against the
rumor in 1982 and filed suits against
several individuals for di i

| TUARY

F. RODERICK POWER

F. Roderick Power, 64, of New
Glusgow, died on December 15, 1985, in
the Aberdeen Hospital,

Bomn in Maryvale, Antigonish County,
he was a son of the late William and Sarah
(MacDougall) Power.

He was an employee of Hawker-
Siddeley and a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 34, He was a
veteran of World War 11 and a member of
St. John the Baptist Parish, New
Glasgow,

He is survived by his wife, (he former
Agnes MacDonald; three daughters, Joan
(Mrs. Calvert) Leng, Lower Sackville;
Geraldine (Mrs. Harold) Fraser, Thor-
burn; and Phyllis (Mrs, Kilmer) O°Neil,
New Glasgow; three sons, Danlel,
Frederick and John, all a1t home; two
brothers, Bernard, New Glasgow; and
Jerome, Dartmouth; and seven grand-
children,

He was p d by four b
Terrunce, Douglas, Marlin and Albert.

Funeral services were held on December
18 in St. John the Baptist Church with
pastor Rev. Sandy MacNell officiating,
assisted by Rev. Donald Belland and Rev,
John Hugh MacDonald,

Burial will be in Holy Cross Cemetery
in the spring.

d
Kit

Continued from Page 1
women had engaged in dialogue with
the bishops, and had presented them
with a list of recommendations to be
considered at the next plenary session
of the Canadian Bishops. -

The ongoing dialogue between the
bishops and groups of Canadian
women is evident in the several in-
terventions made on their behalf by
some Canadian bishops most sym-

pathetic to their problems. In 1971
Cardinal Flahiff, Archbishop of

literature alleging a satanic connec-
tion with the company.

In July 1982 Cardinal Joseph Ber-
nardin of Chicago, then archbishop
of Cincinnati, called for an end to the
“*malicious and totally false'* rumor,
He called the story of satanic involve-
ment “‘unfounded and reckless™ and
said it was unfortunate *‘the rumor
persists . . . among so many religious
persons and church congregations."’

In April 1985 Procter and Gamble
officials said that while the rumor ap-
peared to have been spread by fun-
damentalist Christian groups in the
past, some Catholic parishes and
schools in the Mortheast were now
unwittingly spreading the story in
Sunday bulletins and school memos.

Procter and Gamble has now
“given up on finding the ultimate
source of this story,”" Ms. Ulrey said.
“We now just try to follow any leads
on people spreading false informa-
tion and let them know we are
serious'’ about stopping it, she said,

Three additional lawsuits were fil-
ed by Procter and Gamble in May
against people spreading the rumor,
Ms. Ulrey said, and two of the three
cases have been settled out of court.

“It totally amazes me that there
are still audiences out there who have
not heard this ridiculous story and
who are willing to believe it,"" Ms.
Ulrey said.

But, she added, *‘we still hope that
we can put it to rest.”

the formation
of a committee to study the role of
women in the Church. In 1980
Bishop Lebel, at the Synod on the
Family, invited the assembly to con-
sider the prophetic role of the
women’s movement in the society
and the Church. In 1983 Archbishop
Vachon recommended the
establishing of structures at all levels
of ecclesial life which would **effec-
tively implement the new relationship
of equality between men and women
in the Church.”

In 1975, with the inauguration of
the United Mations Decade .of the
Woman, the vice-president of the
CCCB invited Cariadian women to
work with the bishops “‘in a national
effort which would clarify the role of
women in the church.” In 1981 the
CCCB asked a representative group
of women from each region to react
to the collection of recommendations
put forward since 1971. In March of
1982 the results of this consultation
were made available to eight women
representing the regions. They in turn
formulated ten r ions

HEBy 1

The Rosary Corney

A *“'Rosary Crusade of Prayer™ fq, P
and Protection of Homes and Familie, ‘*i:l
meditations on each of (he Fir,
Mysteries, taken from Faiher P'N'ln'
Rosary Prayer Book, is a weekly rﬂlu.:
presented by the Legion of Mary, St "ﬂhu

s the Baptist Parish, New Glasgow,
\,_\1/.- Will you join our ICrusudr of Prayer ang
} say this week's daily mysten meditariony

Ird Sorrowful Mystery — THE CROWNING:
““We have no king but Caesar,"

No form of malice was beneath the Pharisees on Good Friday, They
had bought Christ for cash, then judged Him worthy of death ag g
minstrous proceedings. Now, before Pilate, they spat out lie aft, lie
about their prisoner. Jesus had once declared publicly, "I have come o
save Israel’s lost sheep'’; and the Pharisees tell Pilate, *We fing Hin
perverting our nation.' Jesus had once comm?nded, “Give to Caesgy
the things of Caesar'’; and the Pharisees tell Pilate, “‘He forbade yy o
pay Caesar tribute.”” Then these proud Jewish leaders who detesey
their Roman conquerors, crowned their case against Christ their King

myself?

with a supreme lie, **We have no king but Caesar.'"
A hypocrite is, at bottom, a liar. Am I truthful with others, and wjy,

1 Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, 1 Glory Be

Mother's Yisit Important —
“Members of the Blue Army,"" the bishop continued, “‘and all whq
revere Mary will remember this event for

Taken from Soul Magazine

a long time . . .at an age
ignificantly to the upbuil

when so many men are

and holiness of the church . . . the visit of Mother Teresa urges us
respect and to be sensitive to the plight of every person, no matter hoy

ing

lowly, how d, and how

It is little known that shortly after Mother Teresa founded her com.
munity in 1950 (the same year that the Blue Army went international), y
holy priest in Calcutta by the name of Fr. Henry, who had been 5

iritual 1 Teresa and her sisters, became the Blye

of Calcutta,

the Blue Army in India.

p to Moth
Army’s first Spiritual Director in the archdi
All of Mother Teresa's

(Continued next week in the Rosary Comer)
For information on the Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima write to:
Soul Magazine, Washington, N.J. 07882 USA.

ity were among the first members of

ion at the b and end
of each session.

Al the conclusion of each session
the participants are invited to share a
moment of personal reflection and
group prayer.

The 12 topics suggested for con-
sideration by the Ad Hoc Committee
are as follows:

No. 1 — Signs of the Times.

No. 2 — Place of Women in the
Church.

No. 3 — The Image of Women in
the Church ;

MNo. 4 — The Church, Women and
Sexuality.

MNo. 5 — Women and Liturgical
Language.

No. 6 — Women and Men Co-
Responsible in the Church.

No. 7 — Equality of Women and
Men in the Church.

No. 8 — Women Speaking out in

the Church.

‘No. 9 — Women and Ministries in
the Church.

No. 10 — Women and Ministry of
the Word in the Church.

No. 11 — Leadership of Womenia
the Church.

No. 12 — Who am [? Who are we!

The Kit and its accompanying
documents presents the Catholic
women of Canada with an u-
precedented opportunity to disus
and, hopefully, to influence the
““male church" to a more Christiz
stance with regard to women's issus.
Mow is the time for women to exe
influences as they assist the hierar
chy, especially, to render the Church
less sexist, and to work for tme
equivalence within the Church, and
thus, to restore it to its primitive con-
dition as preached, exemplified, and
envisioned by Jesus Christ.

which they presented to the Pastoral
Team of the CCCB. These recom-
mendations were then turned over to
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Role
of Women in the Church; a commit-
tee which was made up of ten women

Evangelization

Effort
Called for

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Vatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has voiced concern about the
**confused" state of contemporary
society and called for the integration
of Gospel values with contemporary
culture.

In a speech to the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Culture at its recent meeting in
Rome, the pope also called for “'a
gigantic effort toward the li

and two bishops.

The mandate of the Ad Hoc Com-
miltee was to consider these recom-
mendations in light of the i

Group for Monitoring
Human Rights Studied

by Michael Tangeman
Guatemala City (NC) — The
G 1 hich »

dialogue and to continue the analysis
of the status of women in the
Church, and to report back to the
CCCB. In discharging its mandate
the Ad Hoc Committee based its
study on all that had been done since

ps’ confi is
studying the possibility of
establishing a human rights monitor-
ing organization,

The group reportedly would resem-
‘ble Tutela Legal, the human rights
monitoring organization of the Ar-

hdi of San Salvador in

1971, the various dation
which had been presented during the
intervening years, and on approx-
imately one thousand further submis-
sions, both oral and written from
both individuals and groups involved
in pastoral work, The result of two
years of hard work is the twelve
Recommendations and the Kit.

One of the 12 recommendations
asked that *a Kit of materials be

tion of the modern world."
Pope John Paul chall 1 the

made ilable to help people come
to a deeper understanding and

council to promote "‘an ethical and
spiritual vision in a world experienc-
ing *“‘profound confusion.”"

he expressed particular concern for
young people and called on the coun-
cil to work with the Congregation for
Catholic Education and the Pon-
tifical Council for the Laity to ad-
dress new problems of modern times.

The pope did not specify the pro-
blems which concern him but said
that technical advancement in the
20th century “'risks destroying'' the
world, if the world is not infused with
**an ethical and spiritual vision."

Modern man, he said, has been
“shaken by social-political im-
balance, by scientific discoveries
which are not fully controlled and by
unparalleled technical inventions."

Society feels confused as old
ideologies die and people seek_a new
meaning in life, he said.

The pope stressed the uselessness
of several efforts to find meaning and
said that “*neither drugs nor vielence,
neither permissivism or nihilism ean
give meaning to existence,'

“The minds and hearts are in
search of a light which clarifies and a
love  which gives them warmth
again,"" he said.

of the role of womenin the
Church."” The avowed purpose of the
Kit is *‘to help women and men to
share the life of the Church more ful-,
ly, especially within parishes,
dioceses and regions; i.e. those places
where participants can observe the
actual situation of women in their
community and work towards
h d d y and

desirable.”

The Kit suggests 12 sessions or
workshops of about two hours® dura-
tion. According to directives set out
in the introduction to the Kit, *‘Each
session attempls to meet a particular
objective and' is divided into three
parts:

Part One — examines the situation
and begins to analyze the lived ex-
perience of the participants;

Pant Two — invites the par-
ticipants to study their perception of
the problem in light of biblical texts

neighboring El Salvador,

In separate interviews, Archbishop
Prospero Penados del Barrio and
Auxiliary Bishop Juan Gerardi Con-
edera of Guatemala City confirmed
that the bishops are considering the
matter. Bishop Gerardi said (he
bishops had feared persecution if the
organization had been established
under the former military regime.

Two British bishops who visited
Guatemala in 1985 suggested that
their government re-establish full
diplomatic links with Guatemala
*'dependent upon the setting-up of a
human rights commission in

la, under the of the

church.”

Guatemala's first civilian president
in 20 years, Vinicio Cerezo, was in-
augurated January 14, He succeeded
Gen. Oscar Mejin Victores, whose
counterinsurgency war against rebels
of the Guatemalan National Revolu-
tionary Unity left 60,000 people
either dead or missing in the Jast five
years. Another 50,000 refugees —
mostly Indians from the highland
region — have fled to Mexico,

Since 1980, more than 38
ple have been reported missing in
Guatemala, According to the British
bishops, “many of (he informants
have no doubt that the BOvernment
and agents of the government are
responsible for these evengs.*

Members of the mutual support
Broup — friends and relatives of
more thnn. 200 people who have

4000 peo-

or major church statements;

Part Three — invites the group to
become involved through activities
and through new attitudes,

At the beginning of each session,
certain materials are suggested as well
as a number of references mainly
from the Bible. These texts are
chosen in order to inspire prayer and

pressed  the

LOE = Ll
military government for information

nbxtt those missing,
out 300 Mutual sy,

members joined aboyg l%o;ﬁl?:p
of the International March for Pea:
in Cenllral Americy January 14 o
Cerezo's inauguration, his address 1o
m?rgcop!e an'd a later Mass,

€ BIOUp'S supporgers
Posters  containing lden:'l?::ariloozﬂ

«©
i

card-sized photos of people who wer
detained and later disappeared ui

the military regime. Carrying hand:
made straw mats with the names of
the disappeared written in red, th
protesters were predominantly poct
and Indian, those who, according 1®
Archbishop Penados, suffered mos
under the military’s “*arbitrary ex*
cise of power.” .

“‘Alive they took them, alive %
want them,'" they chanted.

A Mutual Support Grovp
spokeswoman said the group &
demanding the Cerezo’s governm
*not let itself be manipulated by ¢
military.”

She said one of the last deert®
established by the outgoing gove™
ment granted immunity to milit
personnel suspected of human ng™
violations. _

“*We are simply asking for justic®
that the few government applics 1'%
law to the military for their erimes
she said, —

Ecumenical
Trip for
Youth

The Canadian kcumenical You'
Coalition, a coalition of the c‘ﬂ‘:
dian Council of Churches, is 5p°.;
soring an ecumenical exposure
the Philippines for young adults: .,

Ten young adults, aged 0 “:4
spend three weeks in the Fhi"ppmﬂl
being exposed to the socal polt™
and economic realities there. nts

The trip aims to help particiPe
develop leadership skills and 1 FE0

3 -l
vide a focus for ecumenical involt
ot

ment.

Participants must be willin 10y
follow-up work upon their retum
raise financial support. j

Applications are due Mareh l'd':ﬁ
are available from: CAMTTG
Ecumenical Youth Coalition: i
Clair Ave. E., Toronto: ON
IM9.
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By Katharine Bird

the lucky moments in one's
‘come when he's able 1o say
ng that everybody knows —
Exr doesn't know that he
wows, " says novelist Walker Percy,
reader reads it and says, ‘“Why
5 me. + - 1didn't know anybody
a,,]‘eh M.w.u

 percy talks about his craft in a

s of interviews spanning 20 years
wted in *‘Conversations With

&

\walker Percy” (University Press of

Wl 1_935).
| wi use novels as & way of exploring

"'w 'I.hln.ls are,”” Percy says,
putting a person in a con-

 crete situation in  fictional setting, a

explores “'reality in a way it
not be done’* otherwise, **It can-

_pot be donme with science, a

Wm’:. or with sociology or
peychology.

A main theme in Percy’s writings
i the lack of meaning in so many

licted hero who “exporiences deep
unrest, and feels a deep sense of
::‘;':thmt“ from others, Percy

Will Barrewt, a central chacacter in
W0 novels, "“The Last Gentleman"'
and “The Second Coming,” is a
wealthy man, a staunch citizen in the
community, a widower with a child.

But, despite consistently having
made what he considers 10 be the
**correct’” choices, Barrett is a lonely
man who wonders what life is all
about. “*He asks somewhere: 'Is it
pqsibln to miss your life like you
miss a plane?*” Percy comments.

Percy refers to Barrett (and
sometimes to himself) as a “‘stranger
and pilgrim™ in an alien land, a
theme he sees as Christian. “The
deeper themes of my novels are
religious,” observes Percy, a
Catholic convert,

A ion Barrett struggles with is

‘For him, the ** P
ment of life’” today is what' it means
o be a human being in a world

ansformed by science.

He is especially interested in ex-
ploring the alienation and isolation
he sees afflicting so many people in
[oday’s technical, scientific and im-

mel world.

Often his central character is an af-

giblical Times:

He Was

By Rev. John Castelot

If the name Josephus evokes a
response, it probably conjures up im-
ages of a drier-than-dust, ancient

Actually Josephus was a veritable
chameleon — and just as fascinating.
Chameleons are lizards that change
color to save their skins — and this
seems Lo have been Josephus' style.

By birth he was Joseph ben Mat-
‘thias, a member of a Jewish priestly
family. He was born around 37 A.D.,
during the stormy era which began
with the rise of the anti-Roman
Zealots in 6 A.D. and led to the
beginning of the war with Rome in
66.

Unfortunately what Josephus tells
about himself in his biography
does not always square with what he
writes elsewhere. Still, the following
fairly reliable picture emerges.

Not modest, Josephus says that
when he was only 14 rabbis used to
come 1o consult him. Two years later
he siarted a course in which he
Studied the three major sects of the
‘day: Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes.

whether God exists. Percy observes
that Barrett gets an affirmative

answer — “‘though not in the way he
expected."” Barrett finds an answer to
his quest and a bridge out of
loneliness by choosing life and love.

Thougha century and an ocean
separates them, Percy and British
novelist Charles Dickens are kindred
spirits in some ways,

Howa Novelist Helps Readers See

A favorite theme for Dickens was
1o question the role of the human in
the midst of an “‘increasingly
utilitarian, industrial world," writes
Angus Wilson in his book, “The

‘World of Charles Dickens.'

Dickens was “always a moralist ,"*
Wilson says. With his extraordinary
intuition, Dickens *‘leaps the century
and speaks to our fears, our
violence'. In Wilson's view,
Dickens' “joy in watching human
behavior is the key 1o his greatness."

Along with telling a rollicking good
story, Dickens' painstakingly focused
on social injustice, In *'Bleak
House,"" a selection on public televi-
sion's '‘Masterpicce Theater,'”
Dickens excoriated the corrupt legal
and social system in Britain.

In the process he created unforget-
table characters such as Jo, a
homeless orphan in *“‘Bleak House."
Jo is Dickens’ great triumph of a
“lost wandering child®® allowed 1o
die of neglect because no one cares
enough to befriend him, Wilson says,

In a letter wrilten in 1844 Dickens
indicates he is aware that authors can
influence readers, *'I have great faith
in the poor. To the best of my ability
I always try to present them in a
favorable light to the rich,"" he says.

Dickens remained a lifelong cham-
pion of the downtrodden and poor.

Right Out of a Book!

KNbw
younr
Fajith

military leader, came with his legions
in the spring of 67, Josephus holed
up in the fortified town of Jotapata,
The town fell. But Josephus and the
survivors hid in a cave, He persuaded

alt W

NOVELIST Barbara Pym reveals her characters’ foibles, but she also notes their basic kindness and decency.
The result is balance, o telling of the truth about human nature.

(NC photo)

Human Choices:

| Windows Onto the World

By Theodore Hengesbach
I was introduced 1o Arthur Miller's
play “The Crucible” when it was

them to enter a suicide pact, app
ing to *‘death before dishonor.” But
who was to kill whom? This was
determined by lottery.

Josephus rigged the numbers.
When only he and one other were
left, Josephus convinced him they
should surrender,

As a prisoner, Josephus predicted
Vespasian’s rise to emperor. He was
released and kept on as a reporter, in-
terpreter and mediator. As such he

i d the siege of Jerusalem and

KNOW YOUR FAITH
NC NEWS SERVICE

While still young he was sent to
Rome to obtain the freedom of some
fellow priests sent to trial there,
Josephus succeeded, but came away
with an indelible impression of
Rome's power. When he found his
countrymen heading for armed revolt

against the Romans, he was
dismayed.
A pacifit — and realist — at

heart, Josephus was sent with 1wo

The Essenes produced the f;
Dead Sea Scrolls. Before discovery of
the scrolls in 1947 Josephus was the
only firsthand source of information
about them. In fact, strongly al-
tficted to the Essenes, he undertook
three years of monastic life in the

other priests to Galilee to dissuade
the rebels. But by some strange turn,
he then changed stance, becoming
the leading general in the Galilean
sector of the revolt.

When Vespasian, the Roman

the triumphal procession in Rome
where his compatriots were paraded
as slaves, X

Given onc of Vespasian's palaces
for a residence, Josephus embarked
on a literary career, producing a chill-
ing account of what is called, from
the Roman point of view, the
““Jewish War."

When Domitian became emperor
Josephus fell from favor somewhat,
He now changed from a Roman pro-
pagandist to a Jewish one.

His *‘Antiquities’” contains
valuable information for the
background of Jesus’ ministry.

Neither *‘dull” nor “‘dusty** does
justice to this man!

produced at my daughter’s high
school. She played the wife of John
Proctor, the main character.

As the play unfolds, those in the
audience become partners in
Proctor's struggle with himself. ltisa
struggle to maintain personal integri-
ty, al the risk of his life.

As so often happens when a fine
playwright or novelist is at work, we
sec reflections of ourselves in the
characters before us. The writer
allows us to peek inside the human
spirit. We gain insight into the ways
others deal with problems that may
resemble our own,

“The Crucible’ is set in the late
I17th century during the Salem,
Mass., witch trials. Proctor, a
farmer, is accused of bewitching his
servant girl, Mary Warren. He is im-
prisoned and sentenced to death.

The court encourages John to con-
fess and so escape hanging. Bui to
confess witchcraft when he and the
community know it is not true, is to
lie, to besmirch his name and to belit-
tle other Salem citizens who went 1o
their deaths rather than sign a false
confession.

So John tears up a confession he
had signed. The play ends powerfully

and tragically with his hanging:

Proctor is an ordinary man — and
an imperfect man — who met an ex-
traordinary challenge. He had 1o
make a difficult choice.

In him, we are reintroduced to the
incredible worth of each person and
the profound importance of each per-
son's integrity. Perhaps, when all is
said and done, we ask **What choices
do | make in situations involving in-
tegrity?”* .

Difficult choices represent only
one theme through which fine writers
view life. I was reminded of this when
I noticed that a novel | read 15 years
ago was listed as required reading in
one of my son's college classes a1
Notre Dame University: “Things Fall
Aparl," by Chinua Achebe.

This novel is about a man named
Okonkwo of the Obi tribe in Africa.
He discovers that the world he has
known is disintegrating because of
the influx of white Christian mis-
sionaries who introduce a new
religion and new political order.

This novelist introduces readers to
previously unknown (ribal ways. He
also  illustrates the great tension
found in a sociely undergoing
substantial change. And in the main
character he offers a reminder of the
many forms human suffering takes.

Ultimately, unable to accept his
tribe’s social transition, Okonkwo
ends his life by hanging.

Then recently, while viewing the
classic 1932 film **Grand Hotel"' star-
ring Greta Garbo, John and Lionel
Barrymore, | was reminded of yet
another way literature casts its light: I
was intrigued by a character who
identified himself as a baron, but
who was in reality a common hotel
thiel with huge gambling debts.

He is, therefore, a deceiver. But
befqre the movie ends, we are to meet
goodness where we least expected it,
in this man, He will reveal genuine af-
fection and compassion for others —
a thief who helps others cope with
their lives.

Are we surprised that goodness is
found in the most unpredictable of
places?

As close observers of human ways
and of the world, novelists and
playwrights can teach us of life’s
richness and dignity.

The window opened through fine
writing may even let in an in-
vigorating breath of fresh air,
stimulating us to exercise our own
capacity for compassion, our own
potential 1o make worthwhile
choices, our own pursuit of personal
integrity.

Viewing the Obvious in a New Light

By Dolores Leckey

Recently a colleague remarked that 1
Often illustrate points in my public speeches
¥ith pieces of literature, especially novels.

He wondercd why,

His question prodded me to think about
the valye | place on the art form known as

¢ novel,

I the past two years I have read all six of
Her stories of
English village life — with an occasional
don scenario — arc gentle characte

of women who have a strong affilia-

ton with the Anglican Church or a univer-
Y anthropology department, and of men
 Most of whom are Anglican vicars,

a2 Pym's novels.

cracies through attention to detail — what those addictions in ourselves which we have
her people e2' wear and read — and tried to explain away.

- mor. In so doi :
through Ihc‘__ ik do!l‘ls_-’"".'-' Ms, Pym’s writing is like a moving
draws attention to «  -wn idiosyncracies, microscope. She sees — and reveals — her

which are ofien hidi

characters

“t}lou . h Taaizt
gh an occasional pologist ap-
Pears,

Ms. Pym reveals her characters’ idiosyn-

1 .

to ourselves,

These English stories of manners are
about the events and people of ordinary liv-
ing. There are Sunday Vespers and Satur-
day dinner parties, walks in the country and
professional meetings: events with which we
easily identify. But through these com-
mrnnjace h===~enings, Ms, Pym gently

£ & how her imaginary
und us of ourselves.

We may wonder at the woman an-
thropologist who can't or won't summon
h inner energy to work at a personal
relationship and, in so doing, catch a glimp-
se of our own apathy. And her clergyman’s
overfondness for sherry may help us to see

nature.

characters' foibles, but she notes, too, their
basic kindness and decency. The result is
balance, a telling of the truth about human

Barbara Pym, as the creator of her
characters and settings, views a small picce
of the world with a perspective like God's,
That is to say, she sees the wholeness: beau-
ty and goodness and love, yes; but also, pet-
tiness, fears and self-serving behaviors. The
wheat and chaff of human life intermingle
and are visible for all 1o see,

Most of our moments of sin and our
moments of grace, unfold in small ways —
for example a cynical remark to a fellow

Why do | read novels? And why do | talk
about them publicly?

ly, an affirming

. or

R T

word 1o an overworked, downeast pastor,
Thus the small failures and small victories
of Ms. Pym's people serve as a mirror for
the reader, It is a mirror that assists the
growth of self-knowledge, an essenti
are 1o grow in the knowledge of God

As art, the novel calls forth our emo-

al if we

tional, intuitive side. It is a side of life
neglected in many educational settings, yet
it is steeped in spiritual energy,

Most of us rush through life ignoring the
glory in people and the love that pulses
through our communities, ignoring, too,

the ways in which we diminish the life

around us and in us, A novel can slow us
down, open our eyes and help us to really

see all that is there,

A good novel stirs the human mind and
soul, breaking through rigid defenses, We
can see ourselves in new ways. The really
great novelists — Leo Tolstoy, George
Eliot, Jane Austen, Sigrid Undset, to name
a few — retell the major life themes of love
and betrayal, loss and salvation, sin and
grace, and human solidarity, in fresh and
compelling language. This is something 1
think educators need and want,

I agree with Madeleine L'Engle when she
says in her book “Walking on Water" that
"'art is seeing the obvious in such a new
light that the old becomes new." This is
something she learned from writing her own
no‘\-cls, Indeed, she maintains that her
writing has helped her 1o discern — and
celebrate — the essence of life.

That discovery awaits the reader, as well
as the writer, of fine novels,



SECTION C PAGE FOUR

‘The books used in the liturgy should pro-
claim to all that what we are doing is
beautiful, noble, and in honour of God.
The lectionary and the sacramentary are the
official books of the eucharist. Some liturgy
committees cover the lectionary with a rich
omamental covering to protect the book
as it is carried and to make its appearance
more splendid. Liturgical books are signs of
our faith and reverence. The use of a pam-
phlet, leaflet, booklet, sheet or scrap of
paper to proclaim God's word or to read
the Church’s liturgical texts is not fitting or
conducive to good celebration. By our ac-
tion we are saying that the liturgy and
God's word are not too important for us,
and that our faith is not strong, Our way of
handling the lectionary with reverence ex-
presses and deepens our faith in and respect
for God's word. The book is never plunked
on the floor or shoved aside. All our actions
speak volumes about our attitude and our
faith,
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Liturgy for the Laity

After each reading the reader remains in
place, with head bowed. During this period
of silent prayer, all may reflect on the word,
and let the Spirit speak in the silence to their
hearts. This period of silence is expected
after each reading, including the gospel.
These moments of silence need to be
provided and used well, Without them, the
liturgy of the word will be heavy and op-
pressive, leaving the people with the feeling
that they have not had time to pray and
reflect. With adequate periods of silent
prayer, the service of the word will be effec-
tive, and will help the members of the com-
munity to prepare to enter fully into the
liturgy of the eucharist in this Mass.

The chief reading is the gospel. The first
reading is selected to reflect it or to contrast
with it, and the responsorial psalm is a
meditation on the first reading; the proper
gospel acclamation is usually related to the
gospel which it introduces. The second
reading is different: in the strong scasons
(Advent-Christmas, Lent-Easter), it is
related to the gospel and the season; during
ordinary time, the text is not directly related
to the others and usually shows how the
first generations of Christians tried to

The Council on the Laity

The Need For an Individual Apostolate

In areas where the Church's freedom is
seriously hampered, the need for an in-
dividual apostolate is most pressing. Under
such difficult circumstances the laity must
take over the work of priests as far as possi-
ble. At times, they may have to do thisat a
risk to their own freedom, and even to their
very lives, It will then fall upon the laity to
teach Christian doctrine to those around
them, to train them not only in a Catholic
way of life but also in Catholic attitudes, to
encourage them to receive the sacrament as
often as they can, and to cultivate in them a

scattered, there is a special need for the lay

F late. In these circ es the laity,
who at the time exercise only an individual
apostolate, can gather into small and infor-
mal groups to discuss spiritual matters. Of
course, this can be appropriate at all times.
Seeing these informal groups meet regularly
in their midst, others will be impressed by
the fact that this is a sign of the Church's
community, a sign that will gradually strike
them as a genuine witness of love. And
these discussion groups will undoubtedly be
of immense value to the members

Christian piety and more especially a
cucharistic piety.

The Council was moved to express its
heartfelt thanks to God, who, also in our
own times, continually raises up lay men
and women of heroic.courage, even in the
midst of persecution.’All of these the Coun-
cil embraced with gratitude and fatherly af-
fection.

Also in areas where Catholics are few and

A Reminder

h Ives, As the bers afford spiritual
aid to one another, by their friendship and
exchange they will build up in themselves
the courage that they need to overcome the
difficulties of a life and an activity that are
becoming too isolated even for themselves.
These discussion groups are bound to in-

crease the yield of the individual apostolates

of the members.

Lay men and women are individuals but,
being human, they are social by nature.

Power of Binding, Loosing

by Rev. J.H. Gillis

Many years ago in this part of the world a
man in his late forties, grieving over the fact
that he was turned down by the one he had
hoped to marry, confided his condition to a
neighbor, who in turn surprised him with
these words: *'l have several daughters of
my own, and you may have one of them for
your wife.”" The father then summoned
before them a girl in her teens, and actually
" commanded her to marry his disconsolate
friend. There and then the deal was finaliz-
ed, notwithstanding the fact that the girl
wept, and not only then bui every day
thereafter including the day of the wedding.
Was there a marriage there? Yes, in this
case there was, for, the faith being strong in
‘those days, both groom and bride sincerely
and religiously believed that there was one.
This being so, the Church herself supplied
what was missing to make it a true marriage
before God. Need there have been a mar-
riage? By no means, For, had the Church
ever leamed that the bride had not given her
full and free consent in her marriage, she
could have, with the approval of the wife,
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withdrawn her support and declared the
marriage null and void before God and the
world. The power of the Church d.

follow Christ,

When a special book is used for the
gospel, it is carried in procession 1o the
lectern; when the one lectionary is used for
all three readings, it remains on the lectern
for the gospel. Servers with candles and the
thurifer with incense go before the minister.
The candles are held on either side of the
book, and the deacon or priest incenses the
word of God. All stand for the gospel
reading, and respond at the end, The
minister kisses the book. All these signs of
respect are addressed to Christ, who speaks

to us when the gospel is proclaimed in the
liturgy.

The gospel acclamation is sung while the
gospel procession is moving to the lectern.
The chant is a greeting to Christ by the peo-
ple of this community, The cantor or choir
sings the Allelulia, and all repeat it: the can-
tor or choir sings the verses, and all repeat
the Allelulia. During Lent, Allelulia is
always replaced by a special chamt or
greeting to Christ. The gospel acclamation
is intended to be sung; on those occasions
when it cannot be sung, it may be omitted,
but jtis better to work so that all may sing

That is the reason it has always been God's
pleasure to assemble those who believe in
Christ and make them the People of God.
A group apostolate is therefore in happy
harmony with a basic need in all people, a
need that is both human and Christian.
Moreover, it is a sign of the communion
and unity of the Church in Christ, who
said: “Where two or three are gathered in
My name, I am there in the midst of them."

From all this it follows that Christians
will exercise their apostolates in a spirit of
concord and harmony. They will be
apostles in their families and in their
parishes and dioceses, which already are ex-
pressions of the community character of the
apostolate. They will be apostles also in
whalever associations they decide to form
among themselves. The group apostolate
can do so much for individual apostles: it
can support them, train them for the group
apostolate, and carefully assign and direct
them in their apostolic activities. It goes
without saying that apostles who join up

A Parable:

Acid Rain and Christian Divisions

by Thomas Ryan, csp
Canadian Center for Ecumenism

Jesus used familiar facts of nature to il-
lustrate a spiritual truth, His stories were
t ized by i licity and di

not only to binding before God what she
binds on earth, but also to declaring a mar-
riage null and void which, after prudent
and thorough investigation, she judges 10
be lacking something that God Himself
considers as essential for a true marriage
contract, It turned out in this case,
however, that God blessed the marriage
with a family that gave a religious vocation
to the Church, and an excellent one at that!

What Church am [ talking about? I am
talking about the Church that the Lord
Jesus built on Peter, thereby making him
not only her foundation bu&a]so her visible
head on earth. As a matter of fact, it was to
this man, and not to the Church, that the
Lord said these words: **You are Peter and
on this rock I will build My Church, and the
gates of the underworld can never hold out
against it, I give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on
carth shall be considered bound in I y
and whatever you loose on carth shall be

idered loosed in h " On another
occasion the Lord said to Peter: 1 have
prayed for you, Simon Peter, that your
faith may not fail, and, once you have
recovered, you in tum strengthen your
brothers.”” And on still another occasion
the Lord said to Peter and his brothers, the
other apostles: *Know that I am with you
always; yes, even to the end of time.""

It has to be admitted that the Lord never
i ded that the power He conferred on
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Peter, the power of binding and loosing
what would be bound and loosed in heaven,
was only to last during Peter's lifetime; or
that only during his lifetime would there be
brothers of his in need of his strengthening.

L

The semetic mind cared little for abstrac-
tions but dealt with concrete images and
ideas. Were Jesus preaching today and
drawing His images from the natural world
around Him, as well as newspapers, radio,
and television reports, the present and
future generations might hear the following
parable recounted. B

- - L]

That same day, on leaving the house,
Jesus sat down by the lakeshore. Such great
crowds gathered around Him that He went
and took a seat in a boat while the crowds
stood along the shore. And noting a dead
fish floating in the water and the boats of
several unemployed fishermen moored
nearby, He spoke this parable to them:

The dividedness of my followers is like
acid rain, which is carried here from afar
and settles as rain, snow, fog, or dust.

The industries and workers from which
it comes do not want to recognize it as a
problem. And so, neither do their govern-
ments wanl to recognize it as a problem.

The governments of bordering countries
met to talk, but they gave no schedule for

The words, "'yes, even to the end of time,""
makes this all the more obvious, So I am
talking about a Church in which, at present
and in the person of his successor, John
Paul II, Peter is still binding and loosing
what is being bound and loosed in heaven; 1
am talking about a Church in which, at pre-
sent and in the person of John Paul II,
Peter is still confirming the legitimate suc-
cessors of his brothers, the other apostles,
now its bishops all over the = .

. mally stopped.

it. After the gospel, the gospel book or lf:c-
tionary is always left open on the rcadllng
stand, To close it would give the imprcssto_n
that one is getting rid of God’s word in
order to make ronm far one’s own,

The general intercessions are prayers of
petition 1o God the Father or to Jesus
Christ in response Lo the word of God pro-
claimed in this celebration, This prayer pro-
vides this pathering of God's people In
public opportunity to exercise their
priesthood in Christ by praying for the
Church and the world. The prayer of the
faithful has a carcfully designed format.
For good celebrating, the structure and
various steps of this prayer need to be
understood and followed. The celebrant in-
vites all to join in prayer for the Church and
the world. This invitation is addressed to
the people, and not to God. The petitions
should be brief and uncomplicated, so that
the people will know what they are asked to
pray for. The petitions are intentions which
involve the whole Church and world as well
as this local community: — for the needs of
the Church; — for the salvation of the
world; for those governing our country; —
for those crushed by troubles and needs; —

with group apostolates can look forward to
aricher harvest than would be theirs, if they
were only working alone.

In today's circumstances it is supremely
necessary that lay apostles exercise their
apostolate under the collective and organiz-
ed form of the apostolate. Actually, it is on-
ly by a well-knit combination of efforts that
the aims of the modern apostolate can be
attained and its fruits properly protected.
Only by contact with an organized group of
apostles can individuals withstand the
pressure of public opinion and of some
modern social institutions.

Apostolic  associations (or group
apostolates) have various ways of bearing
witness to Christ. Some look to the mission
of the Church universal in general; others
aim specifically at preaching and calling to
holiness; others work at infusing the spirit
of Christ into the temporal order; and still
others engage in works of mercy and chari-
ty. The basic duty of all these associations,
however, is to promote a more intimate uni-

reduction of emissions, and no efforts were
made to force industry to comply.

“We have the science to control our |

population,” a radio said,
“but not the will, We continue to provide
money for research, but are hesitant to
reduce the undesirable emissions,”

“The written agreements are fine,” a
member of World Watch, an environmen-
talist group, said, ‘‘but without some com-
mitment to do something about it, it's just
more of the same."

And the smoke stacks continued to
belch forth their oxides, and they continued
to mix with moisture in the air to form
acids, and when the rain and snow fell, it
polluted lakes and rivers, it poisoned fish,
and trees began to die.

Even the national symbols that gave the
people a sense of identity were affected,
The very stones of parliament began to
crumble. The maple trees were stunted,
here and there failing to reproduce, and
they became threatened with extinction,

“'We must establish a firm timetable 1o
correct this situation,” a few concerned
citizens and politicians said, “Targets must
be set that industries can aim at in reform-
ing their current practices. What we need {s
an ambitious envire 1 ion pro-
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aame (NC) — Pape John Paul 1
I’mem Y 1-10, where a
: wmmy is finding new ways
= pring its MEssAge 10 the poor and
e Hindu majorty.

B adia’s 12,:mm :xgrtlrhathoilu are
two € Cou "
#M! ted 745 million populnio:f?u:
; 's presence — especially in

Sd‘-"’.w — is increasing through
programs that stress prayer and social

% leaders have been sensitive
10,204 sometimes critical of, Chris.
oo tion, As their guest,
e POPE is expected 1o emphasize the
common spiritual values that unite
e country’s 25 million Christians
wiih its 600 million Hindus and 80
gillion Moslems.
n a visit February 1 to the funeral
ent of Indian independence
jeader and Hi_adu philosopher
ahatma Gandhi, the pope plans to
esd i message of peace and religious
mony, Yatican sources said, On
‘-,ﬂ;muy 8, he will a}pnk al a meeting
«ith non-Christian leaders in

gut the pope also is expected to

anmya specifically Chnmul message

he visits 14 cities — all places

the Catholic Church has
firmly established.

The stops include the southern
e of Kerala, the most strongly
Catholic region, where tradition says
51, Thomas the Apostle preached;

where Portuguese missionaries
\inded in the 1500s; and Ranchi and
shillong, where “‘tribal” churches
grown in recent years.

It will be the Polish-born pope's
first trip to India. Pope Paul VI was
the first pope to visit India, traveling
10 a cucharistic congress in Bombay
in 1964,

Although constitutionally a secular
pation, India has a Hindu tradition
(hat goes back about 4,000 years. It
also has had periods of religious
siolence, most recently between Hin-
dus and militant Sikhs in the nor-
them Punjab state — a place not on
the papal itinerary. Fighting between
1982 and 1984 [eft th ds dead
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Catholic Minority
To Welcome Pope

behalf of poor fishermen in southern
India, whose livelihood is threatened
increasing mechanization,

These activities have at times
upsel the government and church
Ieaders because of their political im-

plications, he said,

The pope will visit a home for the
dying and destitute run by Mother
Teresa's Sisters of Charity in
downtown Calcutta, where nine
mﬂﬂqn Indians live, many in slums or

But according to Bishop Henry
D'Souza, co-adjutor of Calcutta, the
church does not plan to make a
rr\ia:hc issue of poverty during the

**So much of the poverty in India is
structural, The Catholic Church in
India has not highlighted this because
of its minority status. It doesn’t want
10 be seen as a complainer,”” he said.
"*We would rather give a witness of
Justice to people who are poor, and
arouse consciences, '

In addition to social awareness,
some believe the church in India
needs to further emphasize individual
spiritual development.

"*Our fundamental commitment is
to have more prayer among the
poor,'" said Franciscan Father
Gualberto  Gismondi, who is in
charge of missions for his order, “'If
you underline the social problems too
much, Indians will admire you, but
do not accept you as a religious per-
son,"’

U.S. Father Joseph Connolly, vice-
general of the Divine Word mis-
sionary order, ngreed,

“A big complaint Hindus have is
that, while they see the social work of
the church as good, they really don't

AT THE CENTENNIAL celebrations of the Halifax Infirmary, Premier John Buchanan was joined in tribute in

the century celebrations by Sister Alice Claire, left, former neo-natal nurse; Jim Grandy, director of housekeep-
ing and security for the hospital; David Covert, president of the Infirmary's board of directors; and Dr.

Frederick Barton, retired chiel of staff for the

dical 1

of the h

P

(N.S. gov't pholo)

February 1.

The church and Indian government
have battled over birth control,
sterilization and abortion in recent
years. Faced with-a population that
has more than doubled in the last 35
years, the government still promotes
birth control and allows abortion,
but the forced sterilizations of the
late 1970s have disappeared, church
sources said.

One positive result of the steriliza-
tion campaign was that the church
developed a strong natural family
planning program in response,
Father Volken said.

The variety in the Indian church
will be in evidence during the trip.

Three rites have developed in Kerala,
where the pope will make four stops.
The oldest rite is the Syro-Malabar
(Chaldean) church.

In one of the central liturgical
events of the trip, the pope will
beatify a Malabarese nun and priest
during a Mass ut Kottayam February
8. Kerala Catholics are preparing for
the visit by fasting and other exercises
of self-denial, church officials said.

Meanwhile, in the northern Assam
state where Catholicism is less than
100 years old, the church is preparing
for the pope's visit to Shillong, a
resort center in the region's tribal
hills. Local Catholics plan cultural
dances and songs as part of their

welcome for the pope, whom they

have described in leafleits as having
*“*a warm heart of friendliness.'*

Another major is ex-

pected to be the meeling with young
Tr R A

pcop J. ¥ P
Pimenta said the youths were trying
to arrange an open question-and-
answer session, so they could get to
know the pope.

Those interviewed said the pope's
personal charisma and spirituality
will be a key to his wel by the

Parable

[Continued from Pg. 4]

because they are turned in upon
themselves, more preoccupied with
their own identify than with the needs
that call them to collaboration. The
polsoned fish are those individuals
whose faith remains weak because
they do not see Christians living the
Gospel of reconciliation they preach.

The fading of the national sym-
bols is the loss of a sense of God
which bound the people together and
provided a common ground for their
lives. The acid rain of Christian divi-
sions contributes to the crumbling of
these “‘walls™",

The target timetables for in-
dustries to aim at are step-by-step
phases by which the churches can
come to full unity in faith and com-
mon mission. The timetables are im-
portant to let the people know that
dialogue will be followed by action.

Tapping upon the rolling hoop
represents all the programing the
churches do separately which they
could be doing together in the fields
of religious education, justice and
peace efforts, evangelization, and
prayer movements. Doing alone what
could be done together keeps the
dividedness rolling and deprives my
followers of the opportunity to know
one another and to share life and
faith,

Even when the tapping formally
stops, the hoop will keep rolling in
many people’s hearts. The ambitious

entire nation. :

““Indians have a great respect for
the holy man, so 1 think this pope will
gel a great reception there,”" Father
Connolly said.

see that the church p men of
sanctity,'” he said.

Through inculturation, the church
has emphasized Christian prayer,
blending it with India’s traditions of
meditation and asceticism, chur-
chmen said. -

This has helped the church shed its
*“*foreigner”” image, said Archbishop
Simon Pimenta of Bombay, presi-
dent of the Indian bishops' con-

and culminated in the 1984 assassina-
tion of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
by two Sikhs.

Indian authorities have promised
strict securily for the trip. Some ex-
tremist Hindu leaders have sharply
criticized the visit, saying it would
“‘accelerate” conversions among
tribal peoples and members of the
lower Indian classes. Protests against
the trip could include demonstrations
dlong the way.

In India, Catholic evangelization
has -stressed ‘‘presence'' over
“preaching,’ according 1o several
thurch sources interviewed in Rome.
It has been marked increasingly by
two movements, they said: social ac-
tion among the poor and incultura-
tion — an effort to translate Chris-

llanity into traditional Indian
linguages, prayer forms and
teremonies.

The trend is away from simple
charity and toward greater social
education, particularly among the
wtry's 17,000 missionary stations,

Jesuit missionaries, for example,
have set up regional theology centers
in local languages and village pro-
grams for adult education and
literacy. About two-thirds of Indians
are illiterate,

Several Jesuit-run high schools
have switched from English to native
languages, According to Father
Henry Volken, a Swiss Jesuit who

has worked in India for 36 years, this .

thange has upset some wealthier In-

parents who want their children
10 learn English so they can *‘get
thead,"

Near Bhopal in central India,
Father Volken worked three years to
Ofganize resistance to bonded labor,
anillegal but still common practice in
India that has kept some families in-

ed for generations, Other Jesuits
and Religious have organized on
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A thorough und ding of

“We are a church of transition,
toward adopting local cultural values
and toward the ‘Indianization’ of the
church. It's a long and painful pro-
cess,” he said.

' The painful part, he said, is that
the movement is viewed with suspi-
cion, not only by the Hindu majority,
which fears conversions, but by
Catholics who resist change.

“They say, 'You're making us
Hindus again,""" Archbishop Pimen-
ta said.

Indian liturgies have adopted local
languages, complex traditional
dances, burning of incense and the
priest’s wearing of the traditional
Hindu saffron shawl.

The bishops of India have been
divided over some of the modifica-
tions. In 1975, for example, they end-
ed all unauthorized experiments and
prohibited readings from non-
biblical scriptures in the liturgy. The
readings, from such Hindu books as
the Upanishads, had b popul
in many churches.

But much of the inculturation is
happening outside the churches, in
smaller houses of prayer known as
“‘ashrams.” In Hindu tradition, an
ashram is where a resident guru meets
with disciples. Catholic ashrams are
open to all faiths, and the main ac-
tivity is shared prayer and medita-
tion.

Critics say the ashram is part of the
Indian church's **Hinduization,”" but
most church leaders see it as a
necessary cultural bridge.

“‘Many of the traditional Hindu
practices are adopted — yoga, diet,
meditation. Even the architecture of
the ashram is modeled on Hindu

forms," Father Connolly said. Like
other religious orders, his Divine
Word missionaries run several
ashrams throughout the country.

In the Christian ashram, yoga exer-
cises are considered *'bodily prer
tion for prayer,' he added. Bible
readings are short, followed by long
periods of silent meditation.

In several states, ‘'‘anti-conver-
sion’ laws prohibit the church from
active evangelizing. To protect
themselves, priests sometimes ask
converts (o sign a staiement saying
they have adopted the faith under no
coercion. G

‘Fhe conversion issue is still a sore
spot in church-state relations, _:he
sources said, but the general situation
has improved under Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, who succeeded his

her as head of government. The

Catholic funeral procedure

pope is expected to meet with the
prime minister and other officinls
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Pontiff Decries Fighting

By Agoslino Bono

Yatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul II has asked Christian-led
militias in Lebanon to stop fighting
among themselves and work for na-
tional peace.

Catholic Church leaders in
Lebanon should help put an end to
the fighting between rival Christian
groups, the pope added at a recent
weekly general audience.

The pope said he learned **with
profound pain'' of the “'conflicts bet-
ween Christian combatants which
have caused dozens of deaths and in-
juries."" -

*Ifervently  invite the warring
groups to cease their hostilities and
begin, even with the help of their
pastors, a sincere dialogue,'" he said,

The pope spoke after there had
been several days of fighting in the
Lebanese capital of Beirut between
the militias of the Lebanese forces
and the Phalangist Party of President

Mother Teresa
Helps AIDS

- L]
Victims

Yatican City (NC) — AIDS victims
deserve the same ‘‘love and

understanding as all others who are
ill, Mother Teresa of Calcupta said
Jan. 12 in Vienna, Austria.

Vatican  Radio reported that
Mother Teresa, founder and superior
of the Missionaries of Charity, said
her order will work with AIDS vig
tims in several capitals of the world.

In December, the Missionaries of
Charity opened a center in New York
for victims of AIDS, Acquired Im-
mune Deficiency Syndrome.

The Yugoslavian-born nun, who
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979,
ssid that in addition to offering
physical care for AIDS victims, she
also hoped her sisters would help vie-
tims free themselves from fear of
their illness.

AIDS primarily affects sexually ac-
tive homosexuals, leading some per
sons to ¢all it "'God’s revenge,” but
Mother Teresa said thut no one has a
right to say the disease is divine

retribution. She added thar she is
convinced that in a briefl time scien.
tists will find a medicine 1o fight the
Jliness.

Amin Gemayel, By the time the pope
spoke at least 20 people had been kill-
ed and 60 wounded in the fighting,
which began Jan. 13.

The fighting broke out on the day
Gemayel traveled to neighboring
Syria 10 discuss a peace pact
mediated by Syria between the
Lebanese forces and two key
Moslem-led militias. Phal op-
pose the pact because they say il gives
Moslems increased political power at
the expense of the Christians,
Gemayel, on returning from Syrnia
Jan. 14, did not commit the govern-
ment to supporting or rejecting the
pact.

Christian and Moslem militias have
been opposed in a bloody 10-year
civil war which has left more than
100,000 people dead. Ofien,
however, the Christians and Moslems
have fought among themselves for

Retreats
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intended for
working people

reireats are

homemakers, or
whose shifiwork schedules would
allow them to be free during these
hours, and also for retired men and
women.

Father Cameron, Co-ordinator of
Rencwal for the Diocese of An-
tigonish, describes a growing trend
across Canada of renewal interest
among the laity in retreats and pro-
grams aimed at both human and
spiritual growth.

Father Cameron said, **This trend
expresses the thirst in most people for
something "'more’ in their daily lives.
Our Lord’s invitation ‘come aside
and rest’ direcied to the apostles
some 2,000 years ago is still valid and
needed by all today. We all need
quiet prayer time to discover the
‘abundant life’ promised by our
Lord. Today's Busy schedule prevent
us from looking within ourselves to
discover the strength and beauty of
our own person and the love of our
God expressed in Jesus words of
always being with us and in us.*

Further information about up-
coming programs can be obtained by
phoning  736-3602 or Hw-imsll..
Future programs will include Cur-
sillo, Marriage Encounter, Engaged
Encounter, Myers-Briges Retreat-
Workshop, and directed and preach
ed retreats,

Heceipls for inconse Loy purpones
il e i d

b

NOTICE

Contributions for the work of

MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA

SHOULD BE SENT TO MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY
156 PRITCHARD AVE., WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, H2W 106

Voul are SgMN reminded no fo wend denstion in cah
Chegurs gad momes uriders showld be made oul 1o 0.
WORAERS OF MOTUER TERESA snd (o me other

-y

dominance within their groups.

Under a 1943 agreement between
Christians and Moslems, governmen-
tal and military posts are apportioned
along religious lines, with Christians
holding the majority because they
had the largest population at the
time.

envir P program is
dialog, common mission and daily
prayer for the unity of the Church as
God wills it and when God wills it.
Prayer and coming to know one
another through sharing of life and
faith will touch people’s hearts and
make them want to overcome all
obstacles to their complete union.

Let anyone who has ears to hear,
attend to what he has heard.

Medal

Continued from page 1
not only for herself but for all who
work to promote respect for life,
noting that *‘God Himself knows the
sacrifices pro-life people have made
and the work they have done for His
Ia **

During the 1970s, Mosl began
pushing for a new agreement, saying
they now were in the majority.

The pope asked Christian political
leaders to forge “‘the concord which
should be supported by your com-
mon faith.”

Through this unity Christians can
become ‘‘effective constructers,
along with citizens of other faiths and
communions, of a new Lebanon in
which peace returns and everyone can
live and express himsell in freedom
and dignity,'" the pope said.

During the audience, the pope also
greeted students, teachers and ad-
ministrators of the NATO Defense
College and asked them to work for
peace through dialogue. .

*‘l hope that your contact with
people from various countries has
enabled you to deepen your
awareness of the common vocation
weshare (o promote peace — a voca-
tion to follow the path of solidarity,
dialogue and universal brotherhood,
to look beyond ourselves in order 1o
understand and support the good of
others,"* the pope said.

*‘| pray that you will return to your
respective nations ever more convine-
ed of the need to follow this path and
work to build a more peaceful
world,” he added.

At the audience the pope also con-
tinued his discussion of the Christian
meaning of creation and said creation

The pastor of St. Charles Parish,
Rev. Gerard Desmond, presented her
with beautiful crystal candlestick
holders on behalf of the parish.

More Travel
Plans for
Pope in 86

Yatican City (NC) — Pope John
Paul I has announced plans to visit
Australia and New Zealand this year.

The pope made the announcement
Jan. 11 during a speech to the
diplomats representing 117 countries
having diplomatic ties with the
Vatican.

The dates of the trip were not given
by the pope. Vatican sources
previously have said the trip probably
will occur in November.

The trip would mark the first time
a pope has visited Australia.

is-n key element in dinlogues with
other religions.

“The truth about creation is ex-
pressed in different ways in the
various world religions, even if not
with the same clarity as it is in the
sacred Scriptures. In fact, our faith in
God as the creator is an important
point of dialogue with the different
religions of the world,"" he said.

Pro-Life Media

Campaign Launched

Rockville Center, N.Y. — The
Rockville Center Diocese has launch-
ed a pro-life media campaign, funded
by a S75,000 grant established by
Bishop John R. McGann.

It is a response to what diocesan
officials see as a rapidly growing
number of pregnant teen-aged girls
seeking abortions, Details of the
campaign were ed in The
Long Island Catholic, diocesan
newspaper

Bishop McGann first announced

the grant Dec. 28 at a march on a
Long Island abortion clinic which he
organized (o focus on life issues and
the need for prayer. The bishop was
joined in the march by about 230
priests and Religious and 3,000 pro-
life supporters,

The campaign will be aimed at
pregnant teens to inform them of
alternatives to abortion.

Television commercials and public
service announcements have been
produced for airing in the arca on
major television stations and cable
television channels, including MTV,
a cable channel that airs por

A crisis pregnancy hot line
telephone number also will be flashed
on the screen and, according to
Father James Lisante, coordinator of
the diocesan Human Life Office, the
number of calls the hotline receives
will determine the success of the
media campaign.

He said he anticipated calls from
many who want to talk anonymously
to someone about their situation as
well as those who want support for
their decision to keep their baby.

Others who use the hotline, he add-
ed, might want 1o ask someone 1o
come along when they tell their
parents about a pregnancy. Such ser-
vices will be available, he said.

Radio spots also have been plann,
ed for teen-oriented radio stations,

_Flyers and booklets also will be
d:;:rihutcd as part of the campaign
with information on help available
for pre-natal care, food and shelter,
fi ial assi ¢ and ¢ ling.

_Other _information explains ser-
vices offered by area Birthright of-
fices, Catholic Charities, Catholie
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